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It can be easy, with sea levels rising and Nazis closing in, 

to look at our movements as places for mutual support and 
community, but not as forces to be reckoned with. And that 
feeling we get when we are sitting around a fire in the woods or 
marching together in the streets, of being a small group fight¬ 
ing against unbeatable odds and doing it anyway, is powerful 
and important. But it isn't all we have to offer. As the threats 
get bigger, the least we can do for one another is to recognize 
how our struggles are connected, to take ourselves seriously, 
and to fight to win. 

But what does winning even look like? Does it look like 
staying pure enough in our politics that we have the time to 
unfailingly devote ourselves to one cause, one vision of the fu¬ 
ture? Does it look like one-off actions meant to sway the public 
and mainstream media, with no follow-through for impacted 
communities? Not according to the activists in this issue, who 
draw connections between everything from prison abolition 
and pipeline resistance to women's rights and reforestation— 
all while thinking strategically, digging in for the long-haul, 
and creating spaces free from authority. 

In this issue, you'll hear from people in Germany who have 
been defending the Hambach Forest from mining for over five 
years, activists in Northern California who've resisted logging 
in the Mattole Forest for the last 18 years, and forest defenders 
in New York who've spent winter after winter fighting back 
chainsaws and pipeline construction equipment. You'll read 
about people from the Gulf South continuing the long-term 
fight against Energy Transfer Partners, and folks in British 
Columbia resisting a Kinder Morgan pipeline—again. You'll 
get a glimpse of the wildlife advocates continuing a decades- 
long tradition of taking direct action to defend the buffalo 
of Yellowstone. You'll read about the autonomous ZAD in 
France successfully fighting off a planned airport after years 
of on-the-ground resistance, and a graffiti-filled autonomous 
zone in Olympia, Washington, fighting the fracking industry 
by occupying railroad tracks. And you'll hear from people 


from around the world who have united in armed struggle 
against the Turkish state and ISIS in Syria, for a freer, more 
ecological society there. In each of these lawless, wild zones, 
environmental advocacy goes hand-in-hand with creating a 
culture free from oppression and hierarchy. 

You'll also read about the repression faced by those who 
stand up for the Earth and each other. Energy Transfer Part¬ 
ners' current lawsuit against Earth First!, and the FBI's framing 
of Standing Rock activists, are calculated attempts to quash the 
wild spirit within us all—a trend also present in the story of 
Leonard Peltier, imprisoned for over 40 years for defending his 
people. You'll read updates on eco-prisoners who have been 
caged for standing up for their beliefs, and about the ongoing 
Fight Toxic Prisons campaign, which simultaneously fights for 
prisoner and Earth liberation by targeting dangerous and en¬ 
vironmentally destructive facilities and lifting up the voices of 
those inside. 

The police state, the oil industry squeezing the last drops of 
crude out of the Earth, the men abusing us, the white suprem¬ 
acists screaming on YouTube, the militias bearing down, the 
school shooters wearing MAGA hats, the forest industry, the 
federal government, even Elon fucking Musk and his space car, 
are all operating in the service of keeping things the same. Their 
trajectory is just as pointless, soulless, and guaranteed for de¬ 
struction as that space suit drifting towards an asteroid field. 
They are afraid, incurious, and really boring. Radical activist 
movements, networks of people so intensely loving that they're 
willing to break off from the oppressive mainstream and fight 
for a new way of living on the Earth, are a threat to their shitty 
way of life. 

We hope this issue helps folks feel just a little less alone in 
their struggles, and a little less afraid to stand up for the Earth 
and against the forces trying to destroy it and us. 

Stay wild, 

The Earth First! Journal Collective 
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LA ZAD CELEBRATES VICTORY 

But the Fight for Autonomy Continues 


by twig 



A Zadist carries an anti-airport flag. Photo by ValK. 


On January 17, French officials canceled the proposed 

airport that was the focal point of a 50-year struggle. Occupants 
directly obstructing its progress in the Zone a Defendre (Zone to 
Defend, or ZAD) declared a victory. Though the battle against 
the airport is won, their struggle against its worjd continues. 

The ZAD started as an occupation near the city of Nantes to 
prevent the building of the Grand Ouest Airport. Over time, it 
grew into a robust radical project fostering community, natu¬ 
ralism, rebellion, and statelessness. 

The airport was announced in 1972 as a proposed solution 
to overcrowding at Frances two largest airports, framed as an 
attempt to turn the region into an international hub. Immedi¬ 
ately recognizing the negative impacts that such a large-scale 
project would have, residents of the area began to mobilize 
against it. 

The project faced a series of bureaucratic delays and stalls 
until, in 2000, people from the towns in the municipality that 
would be most impacted by the airport project—Notre-Dame- 
des-Landes—formed The Citizens’ Association of Intermunici¬ 
pal Populations to appeal and challenge the decision. 

The first building in the ZAD was squatted in 2007, and it has 
been a fight to maintain the occupation ever since. Following a 
series of smaller battles, including an eviction notice issued in 
October 2011, the French police launched “Operation Caesar” 
in 2012, which aimed to evict those who had taken up residency 
and created community in the ZAD. With the support of thou¬ 
sands, residents were able to successfully keep the police from 
eradicating the zone, maintaining their occupation. 

Despite having to fight constantly to maintain it, residents 
of the ZAD have succeeded in creating an autonomous region 
based on community, mutual aid, and anti-capitalism. The res¬ 
idents developed infrastructure to feed and house themselves, 


and host large events that inform and educate the public about 
their struggle and successes. 

The long-term occupation succeeded not only in stopping the 
airport from being built, but also in stopping any further devel¬ 
opment of the sprawling 1,650 hectare (4,077 acre) area that was 
designated for destruction. This has afforded those in the ZAD 
an opportunity to observe an area undisturbed by industrial pil¬ 
laging as it returns to its ecological balance. Naturalists made this 
a key project in the ZAD, and their eviction would mean the end 
of the observation and protection of this ecosystem. 

Though the airport has been canceled, the French authorities 
are still determined to remove those living on the land in the 
ZAD and destroy the thriving, self-sufficient community there. 

Despite the threat, the ZAD community will not abandon 
this project. Their occupation has birthed ways of life outside 
of systems of capitalism and coercion, and they intend to main¬ 
tain that progress.. 

In a statement declaring victory, some members of the ZAD 
community asserted several main points they will uphold as 
they continue in their occupation. The points, from their press 
release, are: 

• The need for expropriated peasants and inhabitants to 
be able to fully recover their rights as soon as possible. 

• No eviction of those who came here over the last 
few years to live here and defend the place, nor of 
anyone who wishes to continue looking after the area 
and living here. 

• A long-term commitment to take care of the ZAD lands 
by the movement in all its diversity—peasants, naturalists, 
local residents, associations, old and new inhabitants. 

Though a victory has been declared concerning the airport 
project, those in the ZAD are now in the next phase of struggle, 
in which they will fight to maintain the space they have creat¬ 
ed, held, and thrived in for the last 10 years. 

When this article was first published in our Winter 2017 news¬ 
letter, people in the ZAD were calling for support in anticipation 
of an impending eviction. On February 10, thousands of people 
gathered at the ZAD to celebrate the defeat of the airport and 
declare their solidarity with struggles around the world. However, 
on April 9, the French state began a series of brutal evictions that 
have seen people displaced, homes destroyed, and Zadists injured. 
Those occupying the ZAD and their.supporters have responded 
with strong resistance to the police and renewed conviction to re¬ 
main in the ZAD where many have built lives against capitalism, 
the police, and the state itself. Though difficult, the fight continues 
to demand recognition and the right to exist in the way that they 
have built and fought for for years. Follow the story as it continues 
at ZAD.NADIRORG.^ 




Hudson Valley Earth First! Fights 
Millenium Pipeline Company with 
Treesit and Christmas Cheer 

by John and Jane Doe 


Every winter here in the Hudson Valley of New York, when 

the Indiana bat is no longer visible in the forest, workers come 
to cut trees for pipelines and development projects. 1 After 
several winter treesits in the Northeast, we have grown accus¬ 
tomed to this pattern. Most recently, during a notably cold 
and snowy December, Hudson Valley Earth First! maintained 
a treesit along the right of way of the Valley Lateral Pipeline 
(VLP), which Millenium Pipeline company is currently con¬ 
structing to fuel the corrupt and toxic CPV fracked gas power 
plant. For over three weeks, a northern red oak was occupied 
to take the fight against this project from the courtrooms and 
picket lines to the forest. 

As the sun rose amid windy and below freezing conditions, a 
treesit platform was hoisted over 40 feet into a beautiful wood¬ 
ed hillside overlooking a series of fallow fields and forest areas. 
Anxiously watching for potential workers, unfriendly neigh¬ 
bors, hunters, or police, ground crew prepped food and water 
supplies. The rigger(s) went to work building our humyn nest 
in the precarious canopy, exposed to the wind and wintry con¬ 
ditions we had been forced to prepare for. 

On a Wednesday, we received a text that the injunction had 
been lifted and they could start cutting trees immediately. We 
hoped they would hold off until Monday and give us more 
prep time for the battle ahead, but to our dismay cutting crews 
were out the next day destroying the area near an active bald 
eagle nest just a quarter mile from our platform. It was Friday 
morning when we announced our treesit and, although they 
had gone unchallenged in their assault the day before, we were 
going to make our stand and defend this forest. 

In the weeks and months preceding the treesit, testimony 
from local residents, who had seen eagles in the area for years 
and knew where their nest was located, presented evidence to 
the New York State Department of Environmental Conserva¬ 
tion (DEC) and Fish and Wildlife officials, as well as Millen¬ 
nium Pipeline's “eagle expert,” that they were in fact present, 
and tree cutting and pipeline construction would harm them 
at this particularly vulnerable time of rebuilding their nest just 
60 feet from the pipeline's right-of-way. Multiple eyewitness 


1 . The cutting of potential roosting trees and surrounding habitat 
is legally allowed from November 1 to April 1. Although the bats are 
just hibernating and likely to come back to the area afterward, it's 
legal to destroy their homes and many other species’ as well. 
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Top and middle: Hudson Valley Earth Firstlers, along with Santa 
Claus themself, descend on Millenium Pipeline's local office. 
Bottom: A banner against Millenium Pipeline's toxic projects 
reads: "No gas compressor, no fracking, no compromise!" 
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Indiana bats, shown here snuggling, are among the species 
threatened by the Valley Lateral Pipeline. 


accounts of the pair in the area surrounding the nest and video 
evidence from December 1 showing an adult eagle fly out of 
the nest further confirm this. Despite these facts, the injunc¬ 
tion was lifted by the second circuit court of appeals in New 
York and the supposedly federally protected bald eagles were 
thrown under the bus. 

On that first day of the treesit, the sounds of chainsaws 
ripped through the forest all day, and would for many days 
to come. On day two of the sit, the snow began to fall and 
our plastic camo tarp was put to the test. Cutting crews were 
getting closer and, although slowed by the weather and our 
presence there, they were taking down tree after tree just 50 
feet away from the sit, destroying this once vibrant community. 
You might be surprised by how easy it is to sleep through this 
carnage, but when its five degrees, there’s nothing to read, and 
you are alone except for the occasional worker or cop stopping 
by, it's not too hard. You can feel both helpless and empowered 
up there, knowing that although you can’t stop them from cut¬ 
ting everything, this tree isn’t going anywhere and, depending 
on how much they are willing to risk your life, perhaps nearby 
trees would also be spared (especially if tied in). 

Our interactions with cops and other purported authorities 
were an endless source of humor. There was the day when the 
cops came and asked if we were George Hayduke, and the day 
they read a restraining order to the tree naming only John and 
Jane Doe, Rudy Tacos (from the media team), and a name 
none of us recognized, as we got to watch the snow disintegrate 
the words of the state as the papers dissolved into the earth. 


The support crew kept in close contact with the sit, and we 
smiled to ourselves about reports of cops slipping in the snow. 
At one point the state troopers called all the "rope squads" of 
the surrounding 15 fire departments because they saw the sitter 
girthing 2 up the tree and thought they were stuck (and/or forc¬ 
ing an eviction). They couldn't believe their eyes that a person 
could do such a thing. The sitter told us they had to explain to 
the confused rope squads how girthing worked, and asked if 
any of them knew how to climb. They didn’t. Eventually all the 
firefighters dispersed. They were pretty pissed at the cops for 
the "emergency" call. This points to their inability to deal with 
that tactic here in any direct way. 3 

Around Christmas time, we staged a rally at Millennium 
Pipeline's local office where EF! Santa delivered coal to their 
doorstep, calling out the natural gas “bridge” fuel lie (this being 
the idea that natural gas is a “bridge” away from coal and there¬ 
fore good for the Earth). EF! Santa asked what folks wanted 
for solstice, and sang “Dancing on the Ruins.” We also built a 
snow person blockade at the doors to the offices that even the 
cops refused to attack. 

At the same time, the loggers began cutting all the trees im¬ 
mediately surrounding the sit at great peril to those in the tree. 
Trees were felled within five to ten feet of the sit. The pictures 
and video don't do justice to the destruction and to the wild 
that was lost. A lot of emotional labor and stress comes out 
of situations like these. It's hard to sit in the trees and watch 
the terrible destruction. It also must be acknowledged how ex¬ 
hausting it is to take on the necessary role of being in constant 
contact with a sitter, to be ready at a moment's notice to run 
into the woods in case of an emergency, and to receive videos 
and pictures of the loggers cutting so close to your friend that 
you cry knowing there is nothing you can do. 

As the freezing conditions set in and the songs of the coyotes 
got more distant, our capacity to maintain lessened. The treesit 
lasted a full 23 days and was effective in causing the pipeline 
company to reroute their project around the protest. No one 
* was arrested. Too often these types of protests have no timeline 
other than when the forces of repression deign to intervene. By 
keeping our comrades warm and free, we can ensure that they 
might be effective in the continued fight to defend the wild. 
Our goal has not been to fight an arrest in court as if this is a 
civil rights or civil disobedience issue. We already know the law 
and the court system does not side with the health of everyday 
people, the wild, or this planet. 

Now we sit at a crossroads for how to move forward. The pipe¬ 
line is still not finished, and although the power plant it feeds has 
begun testing and making people sick, the fight is not over. They 
have stated in the past that if they don’t finish the pipeline by 
April, they could go bankrupt. How lovely that would be. 

Contact us at hudsonvalleyearthfirst@riseup.net. ^ 


2 . Girthing is a method of tree climbing where instead of setting lines in a tree and anchoring the end of the line to a stationary object the 
climber wraps a line around the trunk of a tree and slowly inches up the tree while using the rope for leverage. 

3 . In the past four or five treesits in Pennsylvania and New York, no eviction has occurred, outside of the skypod after the 2012 Rondy action 
in the Moshannon State Forest and a later action along the Spectra pipeline. Neither of these would rightfully be considered treesits in certain 
respects. Both sides are learning what the limits of treesits are. 
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WILD BUFFALO DEFENSE 

by Onion 


Two centuries ago, genocidal settlers in the US went on a 

quest to kill as many of the estimated 30 million existing buffa¬ 
lo as possible. This slaughter was an attempt to starve the plains 
tribes who relied on them for food and clothing and force the 
tribes onto newly formed reservations. Of the few buffalo to 
survive, 23 managed to escape by hiding out in Yellowstone 
National Park. Over the years, those 23 have grown in number, 
and it is said that all the wild buffalo remaining in the park 
are descendants of those survivors. Although many generations 
have passed, not much has changed: Cultural genocide contin¬ 
ues, aided by the slaughter and imprisonment of the buffalo 
who have survived. Much of this slaughter takes place at the 
behest of cattle ranchers in the area who claim to be fearful that 
the buffalo will transmit brucellosis to the cattle. This has never 
happened in recorded history, and it is widely accepted that the 
real motivation is competition over grazing land. 

Buffalo Field Campaign (BFC) was started in the late '90s 
and has since worked to document the slaughter of buffalo at 
the hands of the state. BFC has done great work over the past 
three decades to slow the killings and get word out to folks who 
may not have been aware of what is happening, and they how 
have over 25,000 supporters. The groundwork they've laid over 
the years has helped create the atmosphere for a new group* 
Wild Buffalo Defense (WBD), to form. BFC and WBD are 
allies in wanting to see the buffalo roam free on the plains of 
Turtle Island, but the newer group deploys different tactics. 

WBD is a collective of native and non-native people dedicat¬ 
ed to seeing a free ranging, wild buffalo herd exist. Similar to 
the earlier years of BFC, this new group is a collective of folks 
utilizing direct action to halt the Interagency Bison Manage¬ 
ment Plan—guidelines used as an excuse by Yellowstone Na¬ 
tional Park to capture and slaughter buffalo every year, which 
were written by the National Park Service, USDA-Forest Ser¬ 
vice, USDA-Animal & Plant Health Inspection Service, Mon¬ 
tana Department of Livestock, and Montana Department of 
Fish, Wildlife & Parks. 

Wild Buffalo Defense burst onto the scene on March 6, 
2018, when, an hour before the sun rose, two buffalo defend¬ 
ers descended from the hills and, using a steel pipe, locked 
themselves to the bars of the "Silencer," a device used by park 
and Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service biologists to 
test buffalo for brucellosis antibodies. Wild buffalo are forced 
into the Silencer by electric cattle prod. The Silencer then holds 
them in place with a hydraulic press system where various tests 
are done and samples are taken. The buffalo are sorted into 
pens and many are shipped out to slaughter the following day. 
WBD's action, in freezing temperatures, prevented the park 
from shipping the buffalo to slaughter, at least for a short time. 

Both lockdowners were arrested and charged with federal 
misdemeanors—interference with an agency function and en- 




Top: March 16, 2018: Two buffalo defenders locked to three 55-gallon 
drums filled with concrete, blocking the gate of Yellowstone National 
Park's Stephens Creek Buffalo Capture Facility. 

Middle: March 6, 2018: WBD activists hold a banner against the buf¬ 
falo slaughter during a lockdown at the "Silencer" buffalo trap. 
Bottom: Blood samples are taken from a trapped buffalo destined 
for slaughter. 

All photos from Wild Buffalo Defense. 


Earth First: Journal 171 Eostar 2018 








Top: The "Silencer," a buffalo trap used by park and 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service biologists 
to test buffalo for brucellosis antibodies. 

Bottom: Another photo of the March 16, 2018 action 
against the Stephens Creek trap. 

Photos from Wild Buffalo Defense. 


tering a closed area. A third person was also arrested and charged with 
entering a closed area simply for walking on a trail near the facility. All 
three were able to see a judge the next day who then ordered them to 
stay in jail until March 12. The prosecutor claimed this extra time was 
needed to review their backgrounds and determine if they are flight 
risks" or "dangers to the community." During the six days folks were in 
jail, Yellowstone slaughtered an estimated 135 buffalo. 

Just ten days after their debut action, Wild Buffalo Defense struck 
again! On Friday March 16, two more buffalo defenders locked to 
three 55-gallon drums filled with concrete, blocking the gate of Yellow¬ 
stone National Park's Stephens Creek Buffalo Capture Facility. These 
two individuals prevented trucks from taking the buffalo to slaughter 
for a few hours, until the Park Service showed up with nine police ve¬ 
hicles, a bulldozer, a tractor, and an excavator and illegally plowed a 
new path around the blockade. Twenty-eight buffalo were driven to 
slaughter. Both of the lockdowners were arrested; one was charged with 
obstruction of an agency function and violating a closure, while the 
other was charged with obstruction of an agency function, trespassing, 
violating a federal closure, vandalism, and tampering. One pled guilty 
and has to pay for the road that was built. 

This season, the National Park Service has captured approximately 
525 buffalo and counting, sending around 205 of them to slaughter. 
The parks service's bloodthirsty goal for the year is to kill up to 900 
buffalo, which is around 20 percent of their total population. Despite 
having members on probation, with court dates and potential court 
costs and fines to pay, and a government determined to wipe as many 
wild animals off the face of the planet as possible, WBD is not giving 
up but is vowing to use direct action to stop the slaughter of any more 
buffalo. Get in touch with them via their Facebook page (facebook. 
com/wildbuffalodefense) if you want to help the cause. If you have 
some extra cash lying around and want to help offset their court costs, 
head over to youcaring.com/wildbuffalodefense- 1119076 . Every 
dollar counts.^ 


Can Buffalo Transmit Brucellosis? 

Cows have transmitted brucellosis to buffalo since the 1800s, but as 
BFC explains: “There isn’t a single documented case of brucellosis 
transmission between buffalo and domestic cattle under natural 
conditions...” 

Most of the animals tested and slaughtered in Yellowstone are 
bulls, who have an especially low chance of transmitting the disease, 
since it is mainly spread by infected birthing materials (and mainly in 
buffalo who are pregnant for the first time; the infection also cannot 
survive in high temperatures, so only at certain times of year). Some 
of these bulls may test positive for brucellosis because they have de¬ 
veloped antibodies that effectively immunize them from the disease. 
Thanks to Yellowstone's ineffective and outdated testing methods, 
around 45 percent of buffalo tested test positive and are then killed, 
though tissue samples from slaughtered buffalo show that many of 
these animals had no infection present. 
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TALE OF WEEPING 

by kuwajasiri Tyombe Indomela 



A view across the Tavaputs Plateau looking down on one of the countless canyons that divide the hilltops. 


Within one gravitational pull everything is interdependent 

as our Planet s love holds us close. Grandmother Earth, her in¬ 
ner core a tightening embrace within a waning magnetic field, 
funnels melted rock into a volcanic eruption of islands, dis¬ 
pensing Obsidian, Basalt, and Pumice to cool on newly risen 
shores. Below tectonic plates, slow movement carries liquefied 
fossils through the intestines of our Planet. The remains of ex¬ 
tinct creatures resting beneath the surface create vital organs 
made of intentionally layered Minerals, oil, gas, shale, coal, 
Metal, and Clay deposits. Our continental crust heats rock that 
reacts with Water and Oxygen, making crystallized arteries and 
agate veins that cluster into limestone cavern hearts. 

When tectonic plates collide, their impact releases robust 
energy that gives birth to diverse orogenic ranges. Vegetation 
evolves on the crags to become a medicinal and nutritionally 
complete bioregion that also makes available various antidotes 
for the poisons among us. 

An elderly deciduous snag leans down to dam a clear Water¬ 
way. The Sun brightly offers their photosynthetic exchange to 
pond leaves that delightfully reproduce. Generations of algae 
bloom and recede cascading nutrients through the evolving 


marsh. Decay of once living swamp plants (carbon) sink deep, 
transforming into bitumen, assisted by pressurized heat. These 
gestating tar layers support a fertile surface glistening with the 
constant gifts of life. This paradise is an exquisite invitation for 
the Original Peoples, who hunt, gather, and make tools as the 
seasons shift. 

Firmly rooted in her celestial body, nations of Douglas fir 
sprout up, coating the Tavaputs Plateau with majestic hues of 
hazel and emerald. Thickets of Conifers dutifully service their 
ecosystem by purifying the Air and Water. Sincerely they pro¬ 
vide shelter from the elements, and shed their leaves, adding a 
fresh source of topsoil. Above the trees the sky is draped with 
flocks of migrating Mountain Bluebirds that shadow the high 
desert. A warbling song emerges as the verdancy rumbles with 
Direwolves pursuing a grazing herd. 

Cruising along, we chat about our lives as the Antelopes leap 
through the Sagebrush. With a jolt, the vehicle begins bumping 
along the dirt road that ascends East Canyon. We cross over the 
Arroyos alive with flowing Water and pass seldom used cabins. 
The cliffs are lined with Minerals, vibrant maroons, and violets. 
The Sage Sparrows fly close by with their loud welcome song. 
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A banner placed on the torn up land at the site of the US Oil Sands 
failed tar sands extraction project. 


Our pace quickens as the multi-colored Earth turns to gray 
concrete. Alarmed, our vision focuses on the gruesome clear¬ 
ing of pristine forest. We, the Utah Tar Sands Resistance, re¬ 
fer to this place as Children’s Legacy Camp to emphasize we 
are borrowing this place from our children. Trembling plants 
coated with a lacy dusting outline the barren Soil. The natural¬ 
ly occurring Ravine that drains into Main Canyon is clogged 
by 23 acres of bulldozed ecosystem. A blatant example of how 
clear-cutting mimics nothing in Nature. US Oil Sands gains 
access to 32,003 acres for temporary (ab)use by paying up to 
one dollar per acre per year to the “Utah” School and Institu¬ 
tional Trust Land Administration. Even with such a generous 
lease agreement, bereft to the residential housing sector, US Oil 
Sands filed for bankruptcy in September of 2017. 

Blatant examples of botanophobia etch these hills. What was 
previously the tallest peak in the Book Cliffs, after mountain- 
top removal, is now a gravel pile upon a beheaded crest. These 
substantial disturbances are evidence that capitalism is invasive, 
threatening every shared resource and all forms of life. Toxic 
complacency allows the implementation of xylophobic regu¬ 
lations that value ecocide and waste (manufactured products) 
over symbiotic living. 

As the prevalence of robotics revs up modern ways to extract 
hydrocarbons from rock strata, the dwindling accessibility of 
crude oil leads the way for harsher processes which include oil 
shale, fracking, tar sands, and deep Sea mining. Drastic con¬ 
trasts to using animal fats for fuel and sleeping at Sundown. 
Haphazard ideologies further mangle the balance and harmo¬ 
ny of our instincts. Exponentially, our technological affiliation 
with petroleum contaminates our relationship to self, com¬ 
munity, and ecology, atrophying moral responsibilities and 
our ability to care. These are factually documented statistics 
increasingly appearing in magazines, journals, and case studies 
across Turtle Island. 

More than catchy phrases, greenhouse gas, global warming, 
noxious gases, climate change, and mass extinction are the 
symptoms Earth endures for the price of heavily subsidized oil. 
Homo sapiens rejecting, or being violently displaced from, our 
duty to reciprocate accelerates the invasion of dendrophobic 
machinery led by Eurocentric greed. These enormous casualties 


are the circadian reality of systematically exploitative policies. 

The need for cheap, exploitable land displaces local Ute Peo¬ 
ples from their traditional territories and prevents them from 
receiving subsequent royalties. From logging near Crater Lake, 
tourism at the Grand Canyon Confluence, Peabody Coal on 
Dinetah, to alcohol on Pine Ridge, the 525+ years of genocide 
continues. Judicial laws are written and/or ignored to suppress 
Native Cultures, including their language of animacy. Low 
wage, slave, and prisoner labor are systemically critical in this 
perverted way of interacting. This is the reality for most Indig¬ 
enous cultures globally. 

Journeying down the three-million-dollar-a-mile-high- 
way, Seep Ridge Road, we arrive at Weeping, our name for 
the Bryson 4 tar sands test pit-an operation established in the 
1980s on Sovereign Ute Land, southeast of US Oil Sands Ca¬ 
nadian owned mining facility. These are generational hunting 
grounds now stripped away by colonizers who suppress gover¬ 
nance by Indigenous Tribal Councils and Elders. 

The companies that pierced Weeping evaded "Utah" mining 
regulations’ usual permits and bonds that provide the struc¬ 
ture and money to pay for the promised reclamation. In 1987, 
Weeping is left dejected by profiteers and sold as a private resi¬ 
dence to an owner who stated, “I see more value in the property 
with the tar exposed.” This is supported by "Utah" Governor 
Gary Richard Herbert and the political designation of the East 
Tavaputs Plateau as an "energy sacrifice zone." 

Weeping. Repeatedly neglected by industry, avoided on 
company tours, we visit often. We are absolute about honoring, 
stewarding, and sustaining a relationship with Weeping. First 
Nations, Hunters Against Seep Ridge Road, Elders Rising, 
mountain bikers, Canyon Country Rising Tide, Living Rivers 
“Moab,” and many others unite in advocating for clean Air, 
accessible drinking Water, pure food, industry accountability 
(including restoring the birthrights of Indigenous peoples), and 
the diversity of plants and animals. 

I am descending the road to the belly of Weeping, with com¬ 
rades drawn here for different ^et similar reasons. I am letting 
Weeping know the Seed regeneration plan. I see the gravel belly 
and immediately feel the unspoken words of Weeping com¬ 
municating clearly, urging me to “quiet, be still.” I lay pressed 
against Weeping, and wait. Flowing in, and out of patience I 
experience the sacred rhythms that are Weeping. 

Birds, Beetles, Rodents, Butterflies make the buzzing, hum¬ 
ming breath of Weeping. I smile big, recognizing the pollinators 
as necessary components of our ecosystem. Weeping reaches 
out through multiple precipitation puddles. The replenishing 
germinator, Rain, creates these tiny aquatic environments, sup¬ 
plying liquid to the thirsty. The pollinating ebb and flow of 
Wind chills me to an alert position, a reminder to stay present 
in every moment. I am attentive to the fully formed Seeds in all 
directions, bold beneficiaries. 

I notice Weeping gazing at me triumphantly displaying for¬ 
titude, leading me. Twenty feet away, down a slope, a large 
gash oozing tar contains a Chipmunk and Mouse struggling 
to gain autonomy. This harsh fragrance irritates the nostrils. 
My privilege allows me to move away. Beyond me are the vivid 
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voices, tracks, and scat of Ground Squirrel, Hawk, and Bear, all 
feeding, drinking, and breeding. I humbly give gratitude to the 
large, old being wrapped around the fragmented scene, Aspen, 
rooting into the tor. I am in awe as the pebbles warm me from 
the bottom up. 

After observative listening to the fullness that surrounds me, 
I lift to the sky gifting a dance of movements inspired by lin¬ 
gering clouds filled with moisture, then a surging impulse res¬ 
onates as vocal vibrato. I rejoice, spinning like a leaf in a gust. 
A prayer forms from my heart. I give thanks to the flowering 
perennials Rose, Grahams Penstemon, Skyrocket, and Service- 
berry, to name a few, and honor Snake, Cougar, Elk, and Ant 
who roam this greenery. As a confident defender of natural 
beauty, I blossom into laughter. 

Our Vigil camp is set up on a one-mile section of clear-cut 
Oaks. This rocky passage indicates an area that failed gas well 
feasibility tests, and sadly corporate practice is to abandon such 
sites. From this distance, we use our binoculars to monitor the 
activity at the processing facility. Close enough to the paved 
road, we experience both rude shouts and cheerful honks. As a 
group of skilled, hardworking, passionate souls, we imagine a 
livable climate for all beings; reminding each other of our pre¬ 
rogative to defend this Plateau, as we’ve done since 2010. We 
fathom the necessity for abundant wildlife while our families’ 
energy needs are met. 

In 2014, we decided the only way to truly intertwine our 
fates with this vista was to create a vigil encampment from 
Summer through Fall. Without lineage I cannot call this series 
of gorges home. Instead, curiously willing we gather, meeting 
these cliffs extinguishing our estrangement. Absorbing the 
wonders of this abode, we connect through the natural cycles, 
amplifying our stake in this scramble for collective survival. We 
are self-assured of our dynamic obligations to defend what we 
love, recognizing she loves us, too. 

While fervently gathered in a discussion, the precise whis¬ 
tle of a cattle rancher signals the largest contributor to defor¬ 
estation. With our reliance on each other clearly reflected, our 
group comes up with intricate ways to halt the desecration 
caused by US Oil Sands. We aspire to distribute informative 
art, produce guerrilla theater, stage educational rallies, inter¬ 
rupt conferences, write grants, and set up temporary road and 
machinery blockades. Leisurely, we discuss writings by Octavia 
Estelle Butler. Finally fatigue wanders to us, and our grassroots 
group treks back along the byway noticing a tripod forming in 
the chemtrails above. 

I am a descendant of Ghana and the byproduct of the 
trans-Atlantic slave trade. These stories trigger generational 
trauma deeply embedded in me. Slowly my numbness becomes 
a willingness to explore this surfacing pain. I call to my Guard¬ 
ians who are preoccupied with compounding lineage tending; 
for their continuous work I am grateful. Instead, I call to the es¬ 
sences of my friends who are scattered across the Globe. Those 
available to do this work show up ethereally, one after the oth¬ 
er, cloaking a perimeter around the Vigil Camp, lending their 
Guardians for support while the past floods me. 

I am up early with Cows surrounding my tent. We have a 


restoration action planned at Children’s Legacy Camp. I gulp 
down exulansisness, replace with negritude, and search for 
folks to debrief with about my toil. Cellularly, I battle with the 
distinction between safety and privilege, experiencing Indige¬ 
nous Peoples’ desire to stay true to their cultures by being in 
arrestable roles. As we build a berm, and Seed the hillside, we 
sing, tending the wounds of the Earth. 

We lay out a banner legible from Space, and gain visibility 
with the local police and Ronald, US Oil Sands’s private secu¬ 
rity officer whose job it is to keep track of us. Their focus turns 
immediately to the two Brown bodies praying and Seeding the 
terrain. Attentive, the European-American participants circle 
around their comrades, ushering them to the edge of the forest 
to make their escape. The pale folks begin singing again as they 
are driven one-by-one up the barren slope to the jail-bound van. 

PR Springs is a social scene where all creatures come to drink 
spring water. We marvel at the nest of Ravens in the vast beau¬ 
ty around us. With hunters, we exchange nauseating bitumen 
extraction facts. We hold large gatherings at this location for 
an enchanting welcome to this wild oasis. Lush canopy and 
accessible paths create a haven for our mainly able-bodied, in- 
tergenerational community. 

My talent is wild harvesting, while learning their true names 
and following the protocol of our Elders. In collaboration with 
the Seeds I tell their virtuous stories. I let a friend know I am 
going down the Turkey trail to the North, and will loop around 
to meet up again. The aroma in the Air, brilliance of flowers, or 
a tingle in my skin changes my direction, and I am immersed 
in bramble filled with feasting thrush. Roving, the chorus of 
a Mullein song calls to me; I skip towards the tune, joyously 
humming the parts I know that pertain to medicinal proper¬ 
ties. Arriving at a magnificent stock, I give my own ballad that 
features a superb mix of gratitude and a humble request to har¬ 
vest. Twin fawns bounce by, and I interpret that as a definite 
yes. 

Loyally, I take what I will use from the forth hearty stock I 
harmonize with. Only then do we sway together uttering the 
delicate words of our Ancestors. I fumble in my pocket to leave 
a Chalcedony I found at Weeping. After kissing the edges, I lay 
the gemstone on a loamy mound. I turn, sensing the adolescent 
Deer. I stroll the path behind them, attentive to their juvenile 
chants. Gathering a stone to recoup my pocket of rituals, these 
young Guardians scamper off. A Fly lands on a fallen Juniper 
Berry, prompting me to involuntarily pick up seven. Instinc¬ 
tively, I know how vital my connection to wildness is. 

I am usually first to bed with the Sunset. The hooting Mexi¬ 
can Spotted Owl leads me to my tent among the shrubs. After 
such a trek I ease into a dream. 

Facing mainstream nostophobia, the need for justice is il¬ 
luminated. Together we have the opportunity to revive our 
ancestral cultures that visibly live kindred within the animate 
world. Currently, this linkage that values both the physical and 
spiritual is tattered yet repairable with the ubiquitous crafts of 
our great-grandparents. To rejuvenate this lifestyle we must re¬ 
linquish our need for stuff, and once again replicate natural 
cycles that see self, society, and ecology as sacred. 
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A demand and declaration written with the exposed bitumen seep 
from Weeping. From tarsandsresist.org. 


Allowing the majik to flow we seek direct contact with Tar 
Sands in a ceremony. This is what Tar Sands told us: 

“I am a rock lacking oil. Thank you for caring for my home. 
I want to stay in these slopes, part of Nature. Doing what I can 
to slow the Water and create habitat for the Trees. Snug in this 
Hill, I slowly Oxidize. I am a quiet and contemplative ancient 
being. The work you focus on is helpful.” 

Having the courage to witness westernization as a depletion 
of our planet, body, and mind lets wild wisdom fill us with 
ancient perspective. Abolishing the spells of objectification, we 
awaken to the truth. Refusing the potion labeled Amerikkkan 
Dream, we are lucid to the falsehood of statements. After tak¬ 
ing a Blood Oath to notice your oppressive conditioning and 
privileges, your perceived foundation will shift. You must em¬ 
body new behaviors, or be accountable, through Reparations, 
to those you keep marginalized. 

Simultaneous Oil Sands Mining & Reclamation is a section 
on US Oil Sands website complete with pictures that resemble 
flat swards. I will paraphrase what is outlined with English let¬ 
ters, and Roman numerals. 

“Concurrent reclamation... [removed] overburden and top¬ 
soil are temporarily stored. [After] mining complete. Overbur¬ 
den and topsoil replaced and revegetation process begins. Storage 
areas are reclaimed. Revegetation process completed, ultimately 
leaving no trace of mined area in an estimated 4-6 years.” 

Mythophobia clicks my Firefox browser closed. I linger in 
breathlessness confused, force-fed a cocktail of lies. Thankfully 
my own majik is potent, and my lungs welcome in the exhala¬ 
tion of trees. After mutual gas conversions I return to my body. 

The facts are these. 

With the same eyes I read the webpage, I see the compacted 
Soil at Children’s Legacy Camp. I know from the teachings 
of plants that the only way they can survive transplanting and 
“temporary storage” is with intact roots. I know uprooting veg¬ 
etation leaves prominent holes. This Simultaneous Reclama¬ 
tion Statement says nothing about plant-back methods, and I 
know agriculture cultivated in mono crop rows and bioengi¬ 
neered habitats comply to the same standard. 

Beyond this, “concurrent reclamation” fails to mention the 


totality of an ecosystem. Can you “leave no trace” if you nev¬ 
er acknowledge the effects on the watershed, the Indigenous 
residents, the migratory corridor, the invertebrates, and their 
stories that harmonize with the breeze? I know from my work 
with habitat building and plantlore that 50-year-old ecosystems 
cannot be fully “revegetated” after clear cutting, and mountain 
top removal in an “estimated 4-6 years.” I repeat cannot. 

Even though rehabilitation takes longer than four-to-six 
years, pristine is possible. Most pristine places are void of our 
species; our nomadic heritages steward ancient teachings that 
thrived within expansive old growth wilderness. A natural law 
of mutual flourishing. We are the descendants of these cultures, 
therefore this wisdom is available to us. Our collective involve¬ 
ment in re-membering this knowledge starts within you. 

Restoration to me is intersectional. To take care of wild ter¬ 
rain, we must nurture the wild places in ourselves. To build our 
community, we must boldly accept, then offer our unique gifts. 
To unify Nations, we must develop a practice of communicat¬ 
ing to ourselves with compassion. We must grow together to 
learn that your needs, my needs, and the needs of Nature can 
be fulfilled in the same moments. This is the Web of Life. 

Getting to know wild places is paramount to collective sur¬ 
vival. Gaining back our animality by establishing relationships 
with all the creatures, elements, and eating wild foods, resum¬ 
ing our role in the Sacred Hoop. Finding ways to be in Nature 
more includes creating neighborhood habitats, public parks, 
and picnicking at the edge of the Water. Get familiar with all 
the natural beauty available from your window. Learn the full 
cycles of life that make up a yard. AJlow seeds to fully form, 
dropping to their destiny. Experience the energy gained while 
engaging in these activities. 

This will take more than searching for “Athabasca” tar sands 
at ecosia.org, a search engine that plants a Tree for every web¬ 
page clicked open. While getting comfortable with wildness, 
explore your ancestral identity. Research, and become kindred 
with your people and place. Knowing your own story will keep 
you attentive while another sfiares with you their story. This 
shift to once again hold nature and culture in reverence will 
sustain hardships and demand you make sacrifices. My prog¬ 
nosis is with care arid follow-through we can remedy this Tale. 
May we use our ability to reason to add ease to this journey 
home. 

May these truths inspire your concern, and these solutions 
be within your realm of possibilities.^ 

As a defender of Natural Beauty ; kuwa jasiri educates the world 
about pristineness including ancient lifeways while engaging in 
Seed Restoration Initiatives. This one is passionate about telling the 
story of Nature in all her glory, and that ones writings can be found 
in 13, distros, and 3 publications across Turtle Island. This one is 
currently co-creating and visioning up the Age of Harmony while 
touring the wildlands of Inupiat Territory. To keep up with this 
one, subscribe to their Moonly Newsletter via email, literature@ 
RISEUP.NET 
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CUT OFF AT THE PASS 

Humboldt Redwood Company Fumbles Desperately in 
Attempts to Bypass Blockades 

by Sweet Pea and P. Doogle, Tree-Hugging Chipmunks Living on Rainbow Ridge 


It's mid-winter in Northern California and the steep moun¬ 
tain prairies are covered in a blanket of snow and rolling fog 
that plunges into the ancient forest treeline. Forest defenders 
cloaked in earth tones are treading upon the crunchy white 
hillsides, their eyes scanning the slopes of Rainbow Ridge for 
unwelcome intruders. With temperatures hitting a low of 23 
degrees at night, these activists are geared up to endure treach¬ 
erous and unpredictable weather conditions in an effort to 
block a new logging road from being built near the headwaters 
of the North Fork of the Mattole River. In town, folks are gath¬ 
ering supplies, looking for drivers, and cramming their bags in 
preparation for a timber war flare-up that could last months. 

As soon as early April, Humboldt Redwood Company 
(HRC) might have all the permission they need to begin cut¬ 
ting trees and eviscerating the mountainside. By the time you 
read this, defenders may be facing down cutting crews, heavy 
machinery gutting the land, muddied spring water spilling 
down the rocky meadows, and private security contractors bent 
on domination. Or the place could be securely blockaded to 
prevent this tragedy and in need of reinforcement from folks 
who can spend a weekend, a week, or longer to help hold it 
down in the latest iteration of this land-defense campaign. 

Avid readers of the Journal will be familiar with this de¬ 
cades-long struggle to protect the ancient forest of the Mattole 
watershed, which has seen dozens of road blockades, treesits, 
sleeping dragons, and cat and mouse tactics to protect the larg¬ 
est remaining stands of continuous old growth coastal Douglas 
fir forests in California. Known locally as a "sacrifice zone," 
the Mattole’s ancient forest was essentially a concession to the 
timber industry when Congress negotiated the agreement for 
the Headwaters Forest Reserve in 1996. Since that time, ac¬ 
tivists have been fighting vigorously to protect this rare and 
endangered ecosystem from being logged and converted into 
a tree farm. 

The current threat to this precious ecosystem stems from the 
greenwashed Humboldt Redwood Company, who is pushing 
to pass a Timber Harvest Plan amendment that would grant 
them access to build a new logging road near the headwaters of 
the North Fork of the Mattole River. The site of this proposed 
road sits directly above the headwaters of Sulphur Creek and & 
pristine mixed forest containing old growth Douglas firs, giant 
madrones, tan oaks, and canyon live oaks—an unforgettable 
grove that activists already fought to protect in 1998. Major 
Amendment No. 6 to the Long Ridge Cable THP 1-12-026 
HUM was filed in October 2017 after forest defenders success- 



Forest defenders keeping a watchful eye. HRC currently has winter 
operations permits on the two active Timber Harvest Plans in the 
northfork headwaters of the Mattole River. 


fully blocked the only access road for five months to prevent 
the company from logging the area. 

In the major amendment, HRC states that they need this 
new logging road because the current access road is "extremely 
narrow" and a new road would "provide better access for tim¬ 
ber management and fire suppression efforts." But considering 
the fact that HRC sprayed herbicide on over 170 acres of hard¬ 
woods last May in a process dubbed “hack 'n' squirt,” leaving 
a forest of dead trees standing, it is clear that fire safety is not 
their main priority. Not mentioned in the amendment is the 
fact that blockades have been held in this same "narrow" spot 
since 1998, when the area was previously “owned” by notori¬ 
ous Pacific Lumber/MAXXAM. Considering the fact that this 
is the only access point to 18,000 acres of wildlands, much of 
which are unentered stands of rare and valuable old growth, 
it's not surprising that the company is trying everything in its 
power to get around current and future blockades. 

Naturally, we were flattered, since the most obvious impe¬ 
tus for building this new road is the success of our 2014 and 
2017 blockades on the current road. But considering the fact 
that the path of the road would run directly through a beloved 
grove, the retaliation felt personal. Clearly, HRC is not fucking 
around anymore. 

A lot is at stake with the threat of this new logging road. 
Long-time local environmentalists suspect that this is fore¬ 
shadowing the company’s intention to further pillage the last 
remaining old growth in the area and would open up nearby 
Sulphur Creek to further vulnerability. HRC has said as much, 
indicating recently that they have plans to move into a 500- 
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acre area on Taylor Peak that lies deeper and farther into the 
wilderness here than anything HRC has attempted so far. The 
location of the proposed road would damage tributaries feed¬ 
ing Sulpher Creek, threatening to contaminate the headwaters 
where spawning salmon have returned after 30 years of com¬ 
munity restoration efforts. Additionally, this zone sits on one of 
the most geologically unstable landmasses in the country and 
would require excavating steep, landslide-prone hillsides, quar¬ 
rying a giant bedrock embedded into the mountainside that is 
currently providing a sheltered habitat for an incredible grove 
of mature bay laurels and moss-drenched canyon live oak. 

HRC publicly brags about being a "new era," "friendly" log¬ 
ging company and has a policy not to extract treesitters. But 
last October, private security guards hired by the company 
broke protocol. After getting wind of the company’s plan to 
build a new access road, activists set up a tripod containing a 
“nest” tied into nearby Doug firs to block the existing road and 
call attention to the threat of a new one. On that cold, fog¬ 


Reportback from the 


gy morning, two private security guards were in no mood for 
games and immediately started dismantling the tripod’s base, 
risking the life of the activist perched 30 feet in the air. Even¬ 
tually, supporters on the ground had to cover the base of the 
tripod with their bodies, which ultimately stopped the rogue 
security guards from getting through. 

In light of these recent events, all bets are off as to the fate of 
the Mattole's ancient forest. Rainbow Ridge has been a major 
battleground in the timber wars for the past 20 years and that 
doesn't appear to be slowing down any time soon. The reali¬ 
ty of the situation is that no matter which corporation claims 
"ownership" of this land, even "green" Forest Stewardship 
Council-certified corporations, activists will continue to show 
up to fight to protect this endangered temperate rainforest for 
generations to come. We're not backing down. For the wild, 
with love! 

Get in touch with the defenders of the Mattole forest at 

MATTOLEACTIONCAMP@RISEUP.NET. ^ 


MATTOLE WINTER ACTION TRAINING CAMP 

by the Save the Mattole's Ancient Forest Campaign 



Some of the group that showed up for the Mattole Winter 
Action Training Camp. 


Hie Mattole Winter Action Training Camp was a rabble- 

rousing success! 

On the muddy winter evening of January 11, about 45 won¬ 
derful troublemakers began flowing into the training camp on 
the wild Lost Coast above the banks of the mouth of the un¬ 
tamed Mattole River. 

This event was an important continuation of decades of 
community efforts to defend and restore habitat in the Mattole 
watershed, which in 2017 involved a five-month blockade of 
logging roads on Rainbow Ridge. Humboldt Redwood Com¬ 
pany's (HRC) logging plans cloud the future of this place, and 
we foresee the likelihood of direct action for years to come in 
the absence of a widely respected resolution. 

HRC's "stewardship" targeting the "unmarketable" hard¬ 
wood component of this primeval temperate rainforest has re¬ 


sulted in the poisoning of hundreds of acres of standing oak, 
madrone, and bay laurel. 

Veteran forest defenders held workshops covering many as¬ 
pects of what it takes to engage in effective nonviolent direct 
action in our region's physical, mental, and political landscape. 
Discussions ranged from the history of this land, which was 
brutally stolen from the Indigenous Mattole people, up to the 
present degradation of this amazing ecosystem by industrial ex¬ 
ploitation. The fact that this now includes cannabis farmers’ 
rodenticides entering the bloodstreams of beloved wildlife and 
the ascension of offshore oil drilling was not lost on us. 

A big thanks to the amazing Rough and Ready Kitchen 
crew who dished out delicious hot meals prepared from a 
mountain of food donated by many wonderful folks in our 
broader movement, including local farmers and grocery 
stores. Thanks to everyone who contributed to making this 
action camp happen and to everyone who traveled from afar 
to show up and share skills. 

Our next action camp will be held from May 24-27 
near the Mattole River watershed in Southern Humboldt 
county. Trainings and hands-on workshops will be held on 
NVDA, tripod blockade rigging, tree climbing, herbal first 
aid, backwoods medic skills, logging monitoring, ground 
truthing and more! Check out the Earth First! Newswire for 
more details. Come prepared and self-sufficient for all weather 
conditions, and for those interested, come ready to play in the 
woods after camp! For further details and directions contact 
MATTOLEACTIONCAMP@RISEUP.NET or 707-336-2231 
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THE INTERNATIONALIST COMMUNE 
OF ROJAVA: An Interview 

by Veery and Rockdove 



People gardening outside the Internationalist Academy. 


The Kurdish people have been resisting colonialism in the 

Middle East for centuries, fighting against multiple massacres and 
genocide attempts and for recognition in the region. During the 
Syrian Civil War in 2011, Kurds in Northern Syria organized 
to establish their own independent territory. Peoples and womens 
defense units (called YPG and YPJ, respectively) became fighters 
on multiple frontlines for liberation. Largely successful but still 
fighting for their freedom, Rojava (now known as the Democratic 
Federation of Northern Syria) is a multi-ethnic autonomous region 
rooted in the ideas of women's liberation, ecology, and democratic 
confederalism—a political philosophy founded by political prison¬ 
er Abdullah Ocalan and inspired by the communalist/anarchist 
ideas of social ecologist Murray Bookchin. It has since grown into 
three cantons (smaller areas within Rojava), and has been on the 
frontlines of the fight against ISIS and other conservative funda¬ 
mentalists and state powers. 

While Rojava is barely covered by the mainstream media, it 
has rightfully inspired and earned the admiration of anarchists 
and other radicals. So we were thrilled when the Internationalist 
Commune of Rojava, a group of people from around the world 
who are now in Rojava fighting and building alongside locals, 
recently reached out to the Earth First! Journal to tell us about 
the work they are doing to reforest the area and build the first 
internationalist, non-military academy in Rojava. We spoke 
with them about the land, the community there, and the role of 
internationalists—people from around the world involved in leftist 
politics and solidarity work—in the struggle. 

Shortly after this group reached out to us, the Turkish military 
launched an offensive against Afrin—a region within Rojava — 
which has so far killed hundreds of civilians. The Turkish army 
and fundamentalists like ISIS and Al Nusra (Al-Qaeda) are now 


occupying Afrin, while resisters are engaged in a new guerrilla war 
against these occupying forces. So the struggle for a free democratic 
federation continues. In light of this emergency, they expressed the 
urgent need for people to increase the visibility of Rojava and do 
solidarity work. 

Visit their website at internationaustcommune. com and read 
lTSGOlNGDOWN.ORG for reportbacks from the (independently orga¬ 
nized) Defend Afrin International Day of Action (March 24). 

Veer y and Rockdove: Thanks so much for taking the time to 
talk with us. First off, where are most of you from, and why 
have you chosen this particular struggle to be involved in? 

Internationalist Commune of Rojava: Most of us are from Eu¬ 
rope, but others are from the Middle East and the Americas. 
We come from various activist backgrounds, usually left wing, 
environmentalist, or feminist, but our common ground is this 
revolution—all of us agree that it represents the best hope for 
the world right now. 

What is the Internationalist Commune of Rojava? What 
kind of work do you do? 

Many of us have been working here for years. In the beginning 
of 2017, we established the Internationalist Commune to both 
better coordinate civilian internationalist work in Rojava and 
to facilitate the participation of new internationalists. 

The Internationalist Commune is the union of all internation¬ 
alists in Rojava who are working on non-military projects. Why 
do we describe ourselves as a commune? Because we do not just 
work together, but understand each other as comrades who also 
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live and solve our problems together. The commune stands for a 
communal life, on the basis of the principles of the revolution. 
And the commune is built up within the structures of demo¬ 
cratic self-government here, especially the youth. That means we 
are not outside the political commune-structures of the society, 
but part of them. That is a really important point for us and also 
something quite new for internationalist works. The commune 
is the expression of our ideological understanding of internation¬ 
alism, and one part of our work is to discuss and develop that. 

We want to revive internationalism on an ethical and strate¬ 
gic level. Of course, we understand ourselves in the tradition 
of various internationalist movements, currents, and theoreti¬ 
cal considerations, which we want to develop into a common 
perspective. So we dealt with different concepts of internation¬ 
alism, including solidarity work as well as direct material or 
financial support for other struggles, as we have seen in recent 
years, especially from Europe in relation to Rojava. 

What we can say is that we clearly separate ourselves from 
understandings that put one struggle, one structure in the cen¬ 
ter of all. And, of course, we need to critically view how in re¬ 
cent decades a revolutionary romance has developed in relation 
to the struggles in, for example, the Global South, which had 
nothing to do with the realities of the combatants and their 
structures there. With the Internationalist Commune, we want 
to be an example of how internationalism can work in a dif¬ 
ferent way. 

In practice, as the Commune we organize education for our¬ 
selves on various topics, and in recent months we have built a 
new academy, the first civil internationalist academy in Rojava. 
Most of us are working, for example, with youth in different 
cities, as well as in women's structures. And one of our focuses 
is the ecological situation in Rojava, including reforestation, 
which is why we also started the campaign “Make Rojava 
Green Again.” But in the last weeks, we have had to shift some 
of our capacities to international media work, to spread infor¬ 
mation about the latest attacks from the fascist Turkish state 
against Rojava and the revolution. As internationalists with so 
many different languages and different skills, that is also part 
of our duty. 

Can you talk a little about the civil academy you are build¬ 
ing? What languages and other courses do you teach there? 
Why is teaching language specifically important to the sit¬ 
uation there? 

The academy will be for internationalists who come to Roja¬ 
va. It will be the starting point of their time here, where they 
will learn Kurdish and begin to learn about the society and the 
ideology this revolution is based on. The academy is still under 
construction, but hopefully it will be ready in a few weeks. 

As the Commune, we have been organizing education for 


internationalists on different topics on an ad hoc basis, and 
the academy will be a permanent place for this kind of work. 
We study the history of the region, the history of the Kurdish 
freedom struggle, and feminist topics (including the concept of 
Jineology 1 ), with reference to the concepts of social ecology as 
well as other revolutionary movements around the world. 

Kurdish is the main language of the region and the most 
useful for working in society here, so we place great emphasis 
on learning it. 

Can you tell us about the local ecology, and how the envi¬ 
ronment in the region has changed over time? What kinds 
of extraction or other industries have negatively impacted 
it? Why is reforesting this area important? 

Part of the Fertile Crescent, Rojava is mostly composed of 
semi-arid steppe plains, between the Taurus Mountains to the 
north and the Syrian Desert to the south. The Syrian regime 
mandated industrial cultivation of wheat, cotton, and olives in 
this region for decades, and todays monocultures reflect this. 
Deforestation to this end began in the 1960s and has been 
quite thorough. Rojava is the most oil-rich part of Syria and 
this industry and its associated problems are also a significant 
part of the landscape. Reforestation is a part of the peoples 
taking back control of their land from an environmentally de¬ 
structive dictatorship, so its benefits are psychological and eco¬ 
nomic as well as ecological. 

What are some of the first steps the “Make Rojava Green 
Again” campaign has taken? 

Over the past few months, we have conducted much research 
regarding our plans for the academy and its surroundings, 
which we will make publicly available. One example of this is 
our planned ecological wastewater system. 

We have also begun international media work, partly to 
publicise our work but also <o connect with other ecological 
struggles around the world. Our internationalism is one rea¬ 
son for this; the other is that we also need more knowledge 
about ecological questions and many of the technical aspects 
of our work. We’ve started planting trees around the academy 
buildings. Our first shoots are growing and more will come. 
Originally the plan was to plant around 2,000 this spring and 
to open a tree nursery with 50,000 shoots, but because of the 
recent developments in the political and military situation, we 
can’t do this right now. 

We also want to open the possibility for people to support 
the ecological work in Rojava financially. Many people are 
looking for possibilities to give their support and we as a mul¬ 
tilingual commune can be a bridge between people around the 
world and the structures in Rojava. 


1. The PKK, or Kurdistan Worker's Party, which was founded by Abdullah Ocalan and other Kurdish students in 1978 to fight for Kurds’ rights 
and autonomy in Turkey, describes Jineology as being "built on the principle that without the freedom of women within society and without 
a real consciousness surrounding women no society can call itself free." Throughout Rojava, this is put into practice in day-to-day life with 
support for the YPJ, or all-female military units, support for victims of domestic violence, and education on women's struggles. 






What kind of conditions have allowed this society to exist in 
Syria, and do you think similar spaces are possible in other 
countries? 

Kurds and other non-Arabs were already alienated from the 
structures of the Syrian Arab Republic, a state that often im¬ 
plemented aggressively Arab supremacist policies and insisted 
on complete control of the cultural, economic, and ecological 
spheres. This was especially true for Kurds, who bore the brunt 
of these policies. But while democratic confederalism might be 
most attractive to those who are the most alienated from the 
nation-states that seek to control them, it’s plain that demo¬ 
cratic deficit, the oppression of women, and the ecological cri¬ 
sis are not limited to a specific society or region. For more than 
five years, people here have been proving daily that this doesn't 
have to be. Not only are similar spaces possible elsewhere, they 
are vital. 

The Kurdish society in Rojava has some general characteris¬ 
tics which are important to note in order to understand their 
ability to resist and to build up a new political, social, and eco¬ 
nomic structure. Even the Ba'ath regime 2 tried to assimilate 
Kurdish people by making the Kurdish language and culture 
forbidden and pushing them to leave the Kurdish regions. But 
the inner Kurdish links in the society stayed alive. That includ¬ 
ed the language, spoken in families, and the culture, practiced 
in the private spheres. So the social bonds between the people 
stayed alive, even though many left to the Syrian metropolis 
and also left abroad. 

Also, armed resistance against the suppression of Kurdish so¬ 
ciety by the Turkish nation-state, carried out for decades by the 
PKK, gave the hope and perspective needed for the Kurdish 
people in Rojava to free themselves. 

What developments in the region do you want people in 
other countries to know more about? What do you think 
isn't covered enough in the media around the world? 

Important for us to underline is the strategic value of this revolu¬ 
tion and the movement behind it for all revolutionary struggles in 
the world. We also feel that sometimes tactical alliances that the 
movement here has had to make to survive in the middle of dozens 
of hostile international actors in the Middle East are misinterpret¬ 
ed, for example the cooperation of SDF 3 /YPG/YPJ with the US 
military. We can also see right now with the Turkish occupation 
of Afrin that the US and Russia are not interested in strategic rela¬ 
tionships with this movement. What both want is to have control¬ 
lable objects under their ideological hegemony, and in these points 
the Kurdish liberation movement never made concessions. Being 
autonomous, relying on the power of the people, and staying rad¬ 
ical in challenging capitalist modernity—these are the characteris¬ 
tics of this movement that none of the states can deal with. 



Saplings growing outside the Internationalist Academy in Rojava. 


How can people in other countries express solidarity or 
show support for this struggle if they can't physically be in 
Rojava? 

Right now, it's important that people go out to the streets and 
support the demonstrations being organised in solidarity with 
people resisting Turkish aggression in Afrin. The Turkish state 
is also working hard to influence opinion abroad through the 
use of lobbyists and manipulation of mainstream and social 
media. Countering this malicious propaganda is vital. 

More generally, we encourage people to learn as much as 
they can about what's being achieved here, and to discuss it 
with others. As well as this, part of our new campaign will be 
facilitating those who wish to contribute financially to the eco¬ 
logical work here. 

The most important way to help Rojava is to increase the 
revolutionary struggle around the world, to unite as radical- 
democratic forces, and to not just challenge capitalist 
modernity, but to overcome it. This is our responsibility as 
internationalists, because the weapons killing our comrades 
on the frontlines are produced by US and European 
companies. 

One of the aspects of the society there that has been widely 
discussed in radical circles in the US is the insistence on 
women's liberation as vital to revolutionary movements. 
Can you talk about how that is connected to caring for 
the environment and other priorities of the community 
there? 

We believe that the enslavement of women was civilisation's 
first step toward and of its current problems, including the 
ecological crisis, capitalism, and all other forms of oppression. 
Without genuine women's liberation, none of these major 
problems can be truly solved. Youth and women are the leading 
forces in this revolution. 


2 . The Ba'ath Party in Iraq and Syria called for "Arab unity" in the Middle East starting in the 1940s, and often pursued this goal with assimi- 
lationist policies that came at the expense of Kurds and other minorities, and eventually escalated to outright genocide against Iraqi Kurds. 

3 . The Syrian Democratic Forces are a military force in Syria partially made up of, and allied with, the YPG. The SDF has received support from 
the US in the past, although it has waned in recent months. 
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Building the Internationalist Academy.in Rojava. 


We re familiar with EF! from its work in Britain and have ad¬ 
mired many EF! actions in North America from afar. We stand 
in solidarity with Earth First!ers who are currently imprisoned 
in the US and EU for daring to resist ecocidal capitalism. One 
of our aims is to build ties with movements around the world, 
especially those who agree with us that the ecological strug¬ 
gle is a fundamental one that must also work to overcome the 
capitalist, patriarchal system and not just “protect” the existing 
environment. 

Are there many independent media projects reporting from 
Rojava or the surrounding region? 


Earth First! has historically been committed to nonviolent 
direct action. Are these tactics relevant in the struggle in 
Rojava? 

Not often, as this is a war situation. Sometimes people engage 
in mass nonviolent actions, for example in 2014 when thou¬ 
sands broke down the border fence of Turkey near Kobani, a 
city in Rojava. But the ideological framework for these actions 
is different from that in the West. For decades, the Kurdish 
freedom movement has been involved in an armed struggle 
with the fascist Turkish state. The protection and defense strat¬ 
egies initiated in the early 2000s mean that if the state is not 
using its armed forces (like the regular army or paramilitary 
groups), the movement reciprocates by restricting itself to civil 
disobedience. But the usual response of the Turkish state (and 
the other states controlling Kurdistan 4 ) is to meet nonviolent 
direct action with extreme violence. 

New forms of demonstration, like critical mass actions, are 
starting to be used here in Rojava, but are more a way of raising 
awareness among the public rather than protests against the 
policies of authorities. 

What do you think people involved in Earth First! and oth¬ 
er groups in the US and around the world can learn from 
the work being done in Rojava right now? What aspects of 
environmental work being done in the US do you think are 
effective or ineffective? 

As we mentioned before, the revolution in Rojava is not just fo¬ 
cusing on a political power shift, nor is it developing out of an 
ethical question. The paradigm covers every aspect of life. That is 
the basis for a social revolution. Too often, other struggles around 
the world are concentrating on only one aspect, let it be ecology, 
feminism, or anti-capitalism. From this liberation movement, we 
can learn the importance of building a general political ideology 
and clear perspective for revolutionary change. 

How did you hear about Earth First! and the Earth First! 
Journal ? What are your thoughts on them? 


Not many, but some. There are the ones from the movement 
itself, for example anfenglish.com and en.hawarnews.com. 
Both are reporting in different languages, like Kurdish, Turk¬ 
ish, and also English. And there is quite a new page, called The 
Region. You can find it here: theregion.org. 

In Rojava itself, there are different radio and television chan¬ 
nels, like Ronahi TV and Sterk TV. Ronahi also has a newspa¬ 
per, but distributes only in Rojava. 

Is there anything else you want to share with us about this 
and other projects going on there? 

Right now, we want to highlight the urgency for actions in pro¬ 
test of the Turkish occupation of Afrin. While the Turkish state 
is determined to destroy the revolution throughout Rojava, its 
actions in Afrin even before the invasion have been particularly 
vindictive. The burnt-out forests all along the border are testa¬ 
ment to its ecocidal policies against both Kurdish people and 
the land that sustains them. The invasion is now entering its 
third month, and any actions or shows of solidarity in support 
of the resistance there would be appreciated. As you can imag¬ 
ine, this is our number one priority at the moment. Because 
only on a free land can a free and ecological society be built. 

As the Internationalist Commune, we would like to empha¬ 
size that the fight in Afrin is the fight for the revolution in 
Afrin, Rojava, and the Middle East. If we lose this fight, the 
perspective for revolutionary change, not only in the Middle 
East but also in all the countries where people got hope from 
this revolution, will be really, really hard. 

And we as internationalists have the responsibility to do what- , 
ever we can to stop this war. Because our governments are sup¬ 
porting Turkey. If they weren't, the war would already be over. 

For people who want to know more about the current 
situation in Afrin, we want to suggest the “Information 
Center of Afrin Resist.” Here people can get information 
from the ground, without Turkish propaganda, cafrinresist. 

WORDPRESS.COM. 

We call on all revolutionaries around the world to take part 
in the struggle for Afrin and for a free Kurdistan.^ 


*J. A majority-Kurdish region that covers parts of southeastern Turkey, northern Iraq, northwestern Iran, and northern Syria. Historically, the 
PKK wanted this region to be its own socialist nation state. Today, they fight for democratic autonomy in the different regions of Kurdistan 
and beyond. 
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Editor's Note: The Hambach is an old growth forest in the west of 
Germany that is currently being destroyed to build Europe's biggest 
lignite coal mine. Resistance has been occurringfor decades , the last 
five years of which has included treehouses and other blockades. See 
many previous issues of the Journal for more information. 

After a short, stressful period in the beginning of October 

2017, when the state and RWE (a multi-national energy 
company) tried to start cutting the forest, a court case stopped 
them, at least for this "cutting season." The NGO BUND 
(Alliance for Environment and Nature Germany) have filed a 
court case against RWE and now scientists have to prove that 
this forest is worth saving. 

The roads in the forest are heavily barricaded, and in the be¬ 
ginning of autumn we took to the streets near the headquarters 
of RWE's security company with bonfires and new trenches in 
the asphalt afterwards. 

In the forest, activists removed the tarps that RWE put over 
the homes of animals in the trees. RWE did this to scare away 
the endangered bat "Bechstein-Fledermaus," which is one of 
several endangered species living with us in the woods. 

On January 22, the cops tried to clear the barricades on 
the roads. They brought politicians from AfD (Alternative for 
Germany, a new, burgeoning nationalist party) with them to 
see "eco-terrorists" in their natural habitat. Several barricades 


gave them a lot of headaches. One was a two-meter-deep hole 
in the middle of the road with one activist locked under the 
ground. The other barricade that proved effective was a tripod 
on a crossroads attached to a monopod in each direction and 
attached to several trees in different directions. The cops didn't 
manage to evict this construction completely and had to stop 
trying in the evening. As revenge for their failure, they put nine 
of our friends in prison. [EF!J Editor's note: At the time of this 
writing we believe either eight of the nine or all nine folks have 
been released .] 

Some days after the police action, all barricades were in place 
again—some even improved: The hole in the street is now 
twice as big and there is a tunnel leading to a construction site. 

We miss our comrades and want to put a call out for people 
to support them with letters and by fighting where you are. 

We want to send greetings to all the water protectors and 
Earth defenders worldwide in these harsh times—it's an honor 
to fight among you. 

For the Wild! 

Further information & pictures at: hambacherforst.org 

& ABCRHINELAND.BLACKBLOGS.ORG. 

PS: Besides a huge amount of solidarity banners from ev¬ 
erywhere, two sabotage actions happened recently: One wa¬ 
ter pumping station and one transformer for a coal train got 
burned down.^ 
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BARE BONES 

Short Reports on Recent Actions 

by the Journal crew 


The reportbacks and updates in this issue barely scratch the 

surface of all the ways people are fighting to defend the wild 
right now. To get you up to speed and encourage you to plug in 
where you can, we compiled a brief roundup of recent actions. 
Check out the links provided, along with earthfirstjournal. 
org/newswire, for more information. For more action round¬ 
ups, see "News From the Eco-Wars," pg 49. And if we missed 
whatever you're working on, let us know at collective^) 
earthfirstjournal.org so we can help spread the word! 

West Virginia 

On February 26, a treesit was set up directly in the path 
of the Mountain Valley Pipeline, where the company is plan¬ 
ning to drill through a mountain in the Jefferson National For¬ 
est, right under the Appalachian Trail. The treesitters haven't 
budged, despite facing a snowstorm and workers felling trees 
dangerously close to them. The company is currently pursu¬ 
ing a restraining order against pipeline opponents, facebook. 
com/appalachiansagainstpipelines 

Virginia 

The Three Sisters Camp was recently established to 
resist the Adantic Coast Pipeline, facebook.com/three- 

SISTERS-RESISTANCE-CAMP- 200700 II 362912OI, TWITTER. 
COM/ 3 SISTERSCAMP 

Gulf South 

Construction on the Bayou Bridge Pipeline in southern 
Louisiana has been temporarily halted in the Atchafalaya Basin 
after a lawsuit brought by environmental groups was upheld 
by a judge. Construction continues elsewhere along the route. 
During a Week of Action against the Bayou Bridge Pipeline 
from February 26 to March 4, work was stopped at construc¬ 
tion sites in Louisiana multiple times, supported by solidarity 
actions across the country. The L'eau Est La Vie Camp has con¬ 
tinued stopping work since then, with blockades, ceremony, 
and prayer, as well as surveying for work violations, facebook. 
com/leauestlavie, nobbp.org 

Maryland 

People are fighting the Potomac Pipeline, the Cove Point 
export terminal, and compressor stations. People have spoken at 
public hearings, blocked the doors to the State House, and on 
March 12a person locked down to a tractor at the entrance of the 
proposed fracked gas compressor station, effectively preventing 
the company from cutting trees there, wearecovepoint.org 


Pennsylvania 

In Lancaster, community members dropped a 12-foot 
length of pipeline in Williams/Transco's (the company be¬ 
hind the Atlantic Sunrise Pipeline) meeting room before 
heading to a construction site to occupy a drill rig and stop 
work. This is a continuation of campaigns in that region 
against the Mariner East 2 and Atlantic Sunrise Pipelines. 

WEARELANCASTERCOUNTY.ORG 

Canada 

Around 10,000 people took the streets of Burnaby, 
British Columbia, on March 10 in an Indigenous-led march 
against Kinder Morgan's proposed Trans Mountain Pipeline 
expansion. At the same time, Coast Salish people and allies 
built a Kwekwecnewtxw, or “a place to watch from,” on the 
pipeline route—a traditional structure that’s been used for 
thousands of years to watch for enemies in their territories. 
The Kwekwecnewtxw will be used by Coast Salish people 
for ceremony and gathering, and to keep an eye on Kinder 
Morgan, protecttheinlet.ca 

The Tiny House Warriors continue their mission of building 
ten houses in the path of the Trans Mountain Pipeline. 
These will provide housing for Secwepemc families, assert 
authority over unceded Secwepemc territory, and directly 
block the pipeline's construction. They recently put out a rad 
compilation album to raise funds for the project, facebook. 
com/pg/tinyhousewarriors, tinyhousewarriors.com 

United Kingdom 

People continue to fight fracking and other oil extraction. 
Tripods were set up to block the entrance to Cuadrilla's shale 
gas site on March 15. The protest camp at Kirby Misperton, 
established to prevent fracking by Third Energy, was recently, 
dismantled after two years of resistance. The company has 
no plans to frack in the immediate future, but campaigners 
say they will be watching in case that changes any time soon. 

DRILLORDROP.COM 

And it's hard to even count all the people in the last few 
months who have urged banks and schools to divest from the 
oil industry, defended their communities from fascists, gone on 
strike (in prisons and outside), prayed, sung, danced, locked 
down, planned, trained, and otherwise put their bodies on the 
line for life and the Earth. Things are heating up across this 
continent and around the world and people are showing the 
fuck up! ^ 
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SOLIDARITY and 
LOTS OF GRAFFITI 

An Interview with an Anonymous Olympia 
Railway Blockader 

by twig 



A street view of the Olympia Blockade. 


In November 2017, community members in 

Olympia, Washington, occupied and blockad¬ 
ed a rail line. The line, which services the Port of 
Olympia, is being used to transport fracking prop- 
pants—small ceramic pieces used to keep frac¬ 
tured rock separated during the fracking process. 

The participants built on the knowledge from a 
previous rail blockade that took place at the same 
location a year prior, and applied the lessons they 
had learned. The 2017 blockade lasted 12 days, 
from November 17 through 29. It created an au¬ 
tonomous, free space in the middle of downtown 
Olympia, directly stopped shipments of fracking 
proppants and other materials, and allowed for a 
community to bloom from resistance. Beyond a 
blockade, it became an example of joyful, support¬ 
ive, and effective resistance to extraction, capitalism, and the 
state. 

The Journal , recognizing a moment of collective badass-ery 
and effective direct action, caught up with an anonymous 
blockader to ask a few questions about the blockade. 

twig: Can you share some background info about the block¬ 
ade? 

Blockader: It was done on the one year anniversary of the 2016 
raid. I didn’t expect that we would be allowed to get away with 
doing it again. It seemed kind of like round two against the 
port and another chance to create an autonomous space in 
downtown. There were a variety of reasons to do it again. The 
port is not ecological and is a huge money hole for the tax¬ 
payers, but many wished to block the tracks as a way to both 
liberate space and block a flow of capitalism that aids in the 
destruction of the environment. 

Can you tell us a little about the blockade itself? Why was it 
constructed where it was? What kind of materials were used? 

Olympia was originally Nisqually and Squaxin land, until the 
1854 Medicine Creek treaty. Railroad companies were essential 


to the colonial project. The rail line that we were blocking leads 
to the Port of Olympia, which is still doing business with Rain¬ 
bow Ceramics by storing and shipping ceramic proppants that 
are used in fracking. The port is also integral to the extraction 
of trees from the Olympic and Capitol Forests. The port doesn’t 
really make a profit and is only kept alive by taxpayers. 

The blockade stood at 7th and Jefferson, same as in 2016. 
It just made tactical sense. It’s downtown, relatively easy to 
defend, kinda out of the way so there was less chance of ha¬ 
rassment than at other potential locations, was on a hill that 
provided a nice vantage point, and, like, it worked before! 

The blockade was an ever-shifting space of community mem¬ 
bers resisting capitalism. Sometimes we had as little as seven or 
so people. Other times we swelled to over 50 people spilling 
out of the camp and into the streets. The blockade was mostly 
made of pallets, but was also constructed out of street signs, 
concrete blocks, furniture, and even a piano (it barely worked 
and then the rain caused it to swell up). There were multiple 
sleeping spaces, couches, a kitchen, two barrel fires, a cot, lots 
of puddles, wet blankets, a wood storage place, cabinets, a 420 
room, a quiet tent, a non-men tent (which was nice, dry, and 
the best place I slept), at the end a tent barracks made from a 
Redbull tarp, and eventually we even had a little watchtower 
(that was hella sturdy) with a roof overlooking the camp. This 
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time around, people made an attempt to make the camp stur¬ 
dier and harder to take apart. Also, so much graffiti. More and 
more graffiti appeared every day. It was almost as if it was spill¬ 
ing out of the weird tarp organism that was the camp. 

What was your experience with the Olympia blockade like? 

The blockade was amazing. I would stand watch from the hill, 
go on scouting missions and garbage and recycling runs, meet 
community members, eat donated food, smoke donated cigs, 
laugh at the ridiculousness of a tarp city being put up, play with 
puppies, make friendships, witness fringe sectarian infighting 
and ideological hairsplitting, sleep in the cold wet weather, 
wake up and go to work and then come back after, interact 
with the houseless community, have meals with community 
members, watch kids in black bloc dance or decline to give any 
information about who they were as a person, chain smoke, 
anxiously wait for impending raids, participate in daily general 
assemblies, talk to grandmas who donated us food, and honest¬ 
ly so much more. I had a great time, although it had its strug¬ 
gles and part of me was relieved when it was all over (impend¬ 
ing raids are stressful). The most moving times were during the 
ceremonies, songs, and prayers that Indigenous activists shared 
with us. Without their presence I doubt the blockade would 
have been as strong. 

What were some of the most successful parts of the block¬ 
ade as a whole, and what made them work? 

No arrests, successfully kicking the hornets nest that is the state, 
the radical community built capacity, connections were made 
and renewed with Indigenous activists, a lot of cool graffiti was 
done, people got experience in an occupation, and a diverse 
group of people made it possible. Never before had I seen a di¬ 
rect action where members of the houseless community, punks, 
traveler kids, Indigenous organizers, progressives, anarchists (of 
a variety of tendencies), commies, union folk, and elders par¬ 
ticipated together. There were also a good number of concerts 
and workshops that happened. 

What made it work?? Uh, affinity and experience from the 
year before meant people knew what to do and what to ex¬ 
pect. Because people had been involved in 2016, there was a 
desire to outdo ourselves. Without donations we would not 
have done as well. One grandma and her family came out and 
brought us a turkey dinner, like, the full spread. She said had 
she been younger she would be out with us, but she couldn't 
be there- so she fed us awesome food. A sense of solidarity and 
comradery helped us get through the miserableness that was 
the rain and cold. Food, luxuries, sleeping space, warmth, and 
shelter had been communalized and that gave a sense that we 
all were a part of the blockade and helping it survive and sur¬ 
viving together. We were equals even if we didn't see eye to eye 
all the time. The presence of Indigenous activists made a big 
difference because they had a perspective on the resistance to 
capitalism and ecological destruction that brought a, I guess, 
realness? Like Indigenous people know more about how cap¬ 


italism and colonialism have fucked up their people and the 
land that their ancestors came from than any other group of 
people. Resistance to capitalism is not new there. It has been 
happening for hundreds of years and there are wounds that 
may never be undone, but those songs, prayers, and ceremonies 
did give me hope that some wounds could be healed. The fact 
that these people shared their culture and history and offered 
their prayers made me feel humbled. 

Other than that, the out of town homies and houseless folks 
were.integral to the success of the occupation. 

People during and after the blockade really encouraged 
others to replicate this action. Do you have any pointers or 
encouragement for people? 

Have some trucks, several crews of comrades, a tactical spot 
to blockade or occupy, escape plans, moxie, medics and med¬ 
ical supplies, good intel (very important), scouts, radios, a 
way to get newcomers involved, be nice, and have fun (super 
important). 

Seriously, if you and your friends want to do something 
like this you can do it, but also keep in mind that something 
like 130-150 law enforcement officers (railroad police, county 
and state patrol, and I think some FBI), a bomb squad, one 
armored car, and an armored personnel carrier showed up to 
evict us. This was on top of drones and spy planes flying over 
us for almost two weeks. That being said, the state overreacted 
that way because they're scared of it becoming more common. 
The state spent a ridiculous amount of money to monitor and 
evict our ragtag occupation. We're not special. People took ac¬ 
tion and a really cool thing happened. Just be aware of the risks. 
It's ideal to not get arrested. 

What are some lessons you learned that other people could 
apply to similar actions? 

Government holidays really inconvenience the state to act 
against occupations. If yQu build the liberated space, people 
will come. Being on friendly terms with houseless folks is im¬ 
portant because they log the most hours and have the greatest 
need for resources; support your houseless comrades. Commit 
to having a welcoming environment that isn't oppressive. Mak¬ 
ing people feel safe is a top priority, and its better to focus on^ 
practical issues over ideological ones.^ 
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Reportback from the 

2018 Earth First! Organizers 
Conference and Winter Rendezvous 

by Belly of the Beast Earth First! 



Morning circle at the 2018 EF! Organizers Conference, before most folks showed up to discuss events of the day. Photo by Thunder Oak. 


From deep in the heart of cancer alley, settled amidst the 

marshes and the piney woods, Belly of the Beast (BYOB) Earth 
First! is pleased to report that the 2018 Organizers Conference 
and Winter Rendezvous was a most pleasant and engaging 
gathering of our dearest comrades near and far. Much to the 
local organizers' surprise we managed to come out of the psy¬ 
chedelic haze of Mardi Gras in time to make this year’s event 
happen, which in turn seemed to surprise even the national 
crew (who helped nurse the local organizers back to reality). 

This year's event was hosted at the La Terre Institute for 
Community and Ecology in occupied Choctaw territory in so- 
called southern Mississippi. We want to express endless grati¬ 
tude to our resident hosts at Bayou La Terre for all the support, 
structures, and shared visions. Also, thanks to the amazing 
Seeds of Peace and New Orleans' own Community Kitchen 
Collective, who kept our bellies full, our views caffeinated, and 
our spirits high. 

Bayou la Terre , French for “Bayou of the Earth,” rests on 
nearly 90 acres of previously clearcut land, which after 40 years 
has rebounded into an early stage riparian slope forest. This 


land plays host to a beautiful winding creek, rich in tannins 
and just about every color of clay. We should give thanks to the 
copperheads, cottonmouths, mosquitoes, and various spiders 
for allowing our trespasses without incident. The bald cypress 
welcomed in the spring-like winter by presenting its first green 
leaves. Yaupon, the only caffeinated plant indigenous to the 
continent, blanketed much of the loamy soil, nestling tents 
and meeting spaces alike. Loblolly and slash pine towered high 
on the well-drained upper land, giving shade to the lower-level 
hardwoods and plants including live oaks, beautyberry, sweet- 
gum, persimmon, and fern, among others. Squirrels ran amok 
and salamanders flitted about during the day, as owls hooted 
in the night alongside a cacophony of cicadas and frogs. Cas- 
cadians were not only bestowed the privilege of sharing space 
with lightning bugs, but also took lessons on the power of 
thundering storms, where water cascaded around Cascadians, 
workshops, and tents alike in a raging that was real; a tearing 
torrent you could feel. 

One of the most heartening aspects of the OC and Win¬ 
ter Rendezvous was being able to hold space for the successful 
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mingling of dozens of Gulf South locals, some attending an EF! 
gathering for the first time, with hardened and sometimes jaded 
Earth Firstlers visiting from all across Turtle Island. We also felt 
blessed and humbled by the presence of incredible Indigenous 
water protectors and leaders of land defense, including Grandma 
Redfeather and many others who made the long trip all the way 
down from Standing Rock. We are so grateful for their inspiring 
strength and wisdom. Overall, the local organizing team received 
much positive feedback from first time attendees, so thank you 
EFIers for not horrifying anyone to the point of no return! 

Traditionally, the Organizers Conference precedes the Winter 
Rendezvous. This year, however, BYOBEF! decided to break the 
mold and host the larger, more public Rendezvous for three days 
leading up to the OC. Swapping the order of things was received 
with mixed reviews. Many folks appreciated having time to share 
and build affinity during workshops, trainings, and fun at the 
front end. Some reported that it made them feel more comfort¬ 
able and invested in the movement conversations scheduled for 
the OC. Others felt that pushing the OC content to the end of the 
gathering led to lower energy levels and squeezing a day of action 
into the middle of the week diverted attention and focus away 
from planned OC conversations. 

Speaking of action, some Earth Firsterlers responded to a local 
call for a week of solidarity actions against the Bayou Bridge Pipe¬ 
line (February 26 - March 2) by walking onto active work sites 
and stopping construction, while others were able to plug into 
local coalition actions that also yielded successful interruptions of 
pipeline construction. Go team! Additional info about those ac¬ 
tions and the ongoing campaign to stop Bayou Bridge are available 
at nobbp.org and nobayoubridge.global. 

In closing, we want to acknowledge that this year's OC and 
Winter Rondy were not without moments of strife and conten¬ 
tion. We are so grateful for the work and support of our con¬ 
flict mediation team, camp medic, shit czar (you know who you 
are), and everyone else that contributed their time, energy, and 
emotional labor to making our space safer and healthier for all 
attendees. Thanks friends!!! We a&BYOBEF! are also thankful for 
the feedback, critiques, and patience that we received from all y'all 
throughout the week. We are a new group whose first bit of orga¬ 
nizing together was the OC and Winter Rondy, and not only did 
we seem to avoid self-destruction, we developed some solid bonds 
that we hope will hold BYOBEF! together for years to come. 

From a movement whose origins are steeped in patriarchy, Eu¬ 
rocentrism, and appropriation, we hope that this Rendezvous has 
engaged and inspired us to keep doing it better—to keep proving 
that we can grow as a movement to be more intentional, more 
inclusive, and more humble about the space we occupy on this 
Earth. To smash the machines, the state, and the patriarchy, too. 
To never forget those on the frontlines, those that came before us, 
those who are incarcerated, and those who are still taking risks. 
Those who have been fighting and occupying space since impe¬ 
rialism first arrived. And, always, no compromise in defense of 
mother Earth! 

Thanks again to everyone who was able to come down to the belly 
of the beast and build relationships in the Gulf South. We look for¬ 
ward to seeing y'all again in so-called Ohio this summer! ^ 


Top: Art from the the 2018 Earth First! Winter Rendezvous flier. 
Middle: Volunteers built this bridge over a creek at Bayou La Terre 
in anticipation of the 2018 EF! OC and Winter Rendezvous. Photo 
by Thunder Oak. 

Bottom: Some attendees of the Winter Rendezvous joined 
up with local organizers to participate in worksite shutdowns, 
inlcuding this Le'au Est La Vie action. Photo by Thunder Oak. 
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(SUB) CULTURAL SHIFTS 

Reflections from the Conflict Support Team at the 2018 
EF! Winter Rendezvous and Organizers Conference 

by Scrubjay 


These reflections and feedback were gathered during a 

workshop at the 2018 Organizers Conference (OC) as well as 
through informal conversations. 

Conflict is inevitable in our lives and movements. It can lead 
to transformation and growth, but it can also be used by the state 
as a wedge to drive us apart. We hope that the following reflec¬ 
tions will inform how EF! continues to grow stronger together. 

We, the conflict support team, are part of a broader informal 
network of folks who seek to support conflict engagement at EF! 
gatherings and beyond. We won't attempt to speak on behalf of all 
the amazing efforts of EF!ers past and present, but we want to ac¬ 
knowledge some important cultural shifts we've observed recently. 

Willingness 

Many people appreciated the encouragement to engage with 
conflict without our direct help, and many folks did so! 

Folks who reached out to us said they were willing to engage 
even though they didn't have a lot of trust in the process based 
on past experiences. 

As we sharpen our collective tools in a variety of conflict en¬ 
gagement processes, we can strive to bring this willingness and 
bravery to any conflict we engage with. We can also continue to 
critique existing norms and practices. 

Capacity 

The conflict support team worked with local organizers to 
assess and express our capacities. Most situations that were 
brought to us did not start at the gathering, but they impacted 
that space and will have ongoing impacts in many spaces. 

Assessing and explicitly communicating our individual and 
collective capacities can inform how we engage with conflict 
and hopefully minimize further harm caused. We don't want to 
open wounds that we don't have resources to suture. 

Intention 

We witnessed great intentionality around conflict at the OC. 
The presence of a "fight tarp," a space specifically dedicated to 
working through conflict, was key. It offered folks a space to 
intentionally engage with each other, which may have contrib¬ 
uted to the lack of camp-wide blowouts and hopefully slowed 
production at the rumor mill. 

Value 

We feel valued, y'all! Many folks expressed appreciation and 
support, and we want to recognize the amazing work y'all do to 
support conflict in your communities every day. 



Sleeping sea otters. Photo by Joe Robertson, commons.wikimedia.org/ 
wiki/File:Sea_otters_holding_hands.jpg. CC BY 2.0. 


We see a shifting culture in EF! that recognizes and values 
engaging with conflict in new ways. 

We want to acknowledge that many lived experiences and 
identities were not represented by the conflict support team 
at this and other EF! gatherings. It is possible that some folks 
didn't feel safe or comfortable in asking us for support. We 
welcome feedback about the impact of these dynamics, and 
we seek to collaborate with folks from a broader diversity of 
experience and identity. 

Resources and Skills 

Many EF!ers are hungry for more resources and skills related 
to this work. Here's a short list of websites with free resources 
to get you started: 

CREATIVE-INTERVENTIONS.ORG, CRITICALRESISTANCE.ORG, 
LIVINGJUSTICEPRESS.ORG, SPROUTDISTRO.COM, CRIMETHINC. 
COM, COMMUNITYACCOUNTABILITY.WORDPRESS.COM, INCITE- 
NATIONAL.ORG, THEFEARLESSHEART.ORG. 

There are few resources written by radical folks, and we want 
your input in creating some! We are putting together a zine of 
conflict stories from the EF! community. Please send your tales 
of conflict successes and struggles, as well as any other feed¬ 
back, to EFCONFLICTSUPPORT@PROTONMAIL.COM. 

NOTE: We do not intend to publicize anyone's name or 
other personal information without their consent. 

The more we strive to move through conflict together, the 
stronger we stand together in resistance. See you in the streets, 
in the trees, and at the Rondy.^ 

Scrubjay is part of an informal network of EFlers who work to 
support conflict at EF! gatherings and beyond. 
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Digging Up the Backroads 

to the tune of "Body Like a Back Road" by Sam Hunt 

by The Backwoods Boys 

Since 2014, The Backwoods Boys have been making appearances at Earth First! events, performing biocentric parodies of your favorite pop 
songs. Here are the lyrics and chords to their latest hit, “Digging Up the Backroads, ” to the tune of “Body Like a Back Road” by Sam Hunt. 


Intro: 

F C Dm 
Bb F C F 


C 

Got a co from the Mattole 

Dm 

They got braids in their hair 

Bb F 

First time that we climbed high 

C F 

I 'bout fell up out the air 

F 

They were up in that platform 

C Dm 

Probably 'bout six weeks 

Bb F 

Can I be your ground support 

C F 

At the base of your tree? 



, lii !\ ' ' V 

Vi V A T 

\ v 
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Got a Cat key for this backhoe 

Diggin' up the backroads 

Cover up your bootprints 

Put some gloves on your hands 

Pour some bleach into that gas tank 

Disconnect the air brakes 

Cover up your face, get away as fast as you can 


Treesit on a backroad 

Watch out for the popo 

I know every stash spot 

Like the back of my hand 

Riggin' climb line in the darkness 

Sleepin' in my harness 

Shittin' in a bucket for as long as I can 

The way you're wearin' that Realtree 
Can't be good for your health 
Got my heart pumpin' so loud 
Can't be good for my stealth 
Now the cops are raidin' 

And we're on the run 
That shit was just practice 
Now let's have some fun 


Still here in the backwoods 
With the trees and the birds 
Smoke risin' in the distance 
Watchin' log trucks burn 
This shit's never over 
But we still gotta smile 
When it comes to resistance 
Every inch is a mile 

Better watch your backhoes 

Great Lakes to the Gulf Coast 

We know your machines 

Like the back of our hands 

Started with 15, now we're 30 

You got cause to worry 

ETP is burnin' and we're still makin' plans % 
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An Invitation to Join the Fight 

Against Toxic Prisons by Panagioti 

Third Annual National Fight Toxic Prisons Convergence: Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, June 8-11, 2018 


By now, frequent readers of the Earth First! Journal are fa¬ 
miliar with the growing Fight Toxic Prisons (FTP) movement. 
For the past three years, Earth First! and FTP have been work¬ 
ing together to deepen connections with prisoners and increase 
pressure on {he system of mass incarceration. 

Building off of 14 years of eco and anarchist prisoner sup¬ 
port organizing around June 11, the International Day of Sol¬ 
idarity with Marius Mason and All Eco-Prisoners, we started 
a national convergence in June of 2016, where hundreds gath¬ 
ered in Washington, DC, for three days of networking and 
strategy before taking to the streets and blockading the Bureau 
of Prisons office. 

In 2017 we converged on the Dallas-Ft. Worth region of Tex¬ 
as, developing ties between the long struggle of state prisoners 
there, the fight against police brutality, and the ecological re¬ 
sistance that surrounded Keystone XL construction and frack¬ 
ing. This gathering also brought us close to where eco-prisoner 
Marius Mason is held captive, allowing us to focus support on 
him and other political prisoners held at FMC Carswell, where a 
rowdy prison demo took place close enough to the facility for us 
to shout messages directly to the people held there. 

This year, we are taking our fight to Western Pennsylvania, 
where one of the nations most famous toxic prison cases—SCI 
Fayette, built on top of a coal ash dump—exists alongside a 
vibrant direct action movement against the oil and gas industry 
in the state. But SCI Fayette is far from alone. Pennsylvania’s 
prisons have had a constant flow of complaints surrounding 
tainted water, black mold, and brutal repression against pris¬ 
oners who stand up for their rights. 

Pennsylvania’s prison system is also home to the MOVE 9 
prisoners, members of the eco-revolutionary group MOVE 
who were locked up after a 1978 stand-off with police in West 
Philadelphia. 


In 1985, the police bombed their communal house, killing 
11 people, including five children, and destroying 61 homes. 

In 1998, at age 47, Merle Africa died in prison. In 2015, 
at age 59, Phil Africa died in prison. The remaining seven— 
Chuck, Michael, Debbie, Janet, Janine, Delbert, and Eddie Af¬ 
rica—have continued organizing from inside, including chal¬ 
lenges to toxic prison conditions and correspondence with the 
Earth First! Journal ’ 

Pennsylvania prisons also hold many other captive activists, 
including Bryant Arroyo (dubbed “the first jailhouse environ¬ 
mentalist” by Mumia Abu Jamal, another well-known PA pris¬ 
oner) and Carrington Keys, a jailhouse lawyer of the Dallas 
Six case. 

Content at this year's convergence will focus on organizing 
across Appalachia to stop construction of the Letcher Federal 
Prison; challenging a proposed phosphate mine next to Flori¬ 
da prisons; attacking toxic prison water nationwide; solidarity 
among prisoners, immigrants, and refugees; strategizing for 
supporting prisoner-led struggles such as #OperationPUSH 
and the Free Alabama Movement; dealing with white suprema¬ 
cy in and out of prisons; and showing solidarity with queer and 
trans prisoners. Confirmed keynote speakers include Ramona 
Africa and Tim DeChristopher, with more to come. 

This year’s FTP Convergence will also focus on building sup¬ 
port for the international Juneteenth call to action from Tex¬ 
as prisoners, which is a coordinated effort to make June 19 a 
worldwide call to end prison slavery. Juneteenth is an abolition¬ 
ist holiday which began when the last slave state, Texas, suc¬ 
cumbed to emancipation in 1865, and is celebrated primarily 
in the southern US. 

For more details on the FTP Convergence, including regis¬ 
tration and schedule info, as well as pictures and videos from 
previous convergences, check out fighttoxicprisons.org.^ 



Left: January 15, a young military veteran speaks out against prison abuse in front of the Lake Butler Medical and Reception Center in 
solidarity with the Operation PUSH prisoner strike in Florida. The facility is next to a proposed phosphate mine. Photo by Hannah Phillips. 
Right: Attendees of the 2017 Fight Toxic Prisons Convergence outside the gates of FMC Carswell in Fort Worth, TX. 






Important Dates and Events 


THE 2018 EARTH FIRST! ROUND 
RIVER RENDEZVOUS 

Southeast Ohio, July 2-9 

Appalachia Resist! invites you to the 2018 Earth First! 

Round River Rendezvous, from July 2-9, in so-called Southeast 
Ohio. This region has long been shared by the Mingo, Shaw¬ 
nee, and Tsalagi peoples, and is now occupied and plundered 
by the settler colonial state of the USA. 

Our collective, Appalachia Resist!, began six years ago to fight 
frack waste injection wells. We are facing unprecedented auction¬ 
ing off of national forests (read: stolen land) for fracking; new 
permit applications for coal mines; recent spills from frack waste 
trucks; and more permits for pipelines. Our collective engages 
the fight on many fronts, and is not interested in barriers that 
cast environmentalism as separate from all movements against 
racism, fascism, transphobia, etc. We want the Rendezvous we 
are hosting to reflect that. We hope to have workshops and dis¬ 
cussions that get real about how the hetero, white supremacist, 
colonialist, patriarchal system is really fucking everything up, 
and how resistance to that system is vibrant, varied, historic, 
strong, necessary, and strategic. And of course it wouldn’t be an 
Earth First! campout without the technical trainings. There will 
be opportunities to learn how to suspend yourself precarious¬ 
ly from trees and other tall objects, lock yourself to equipment, 
disrupt the lives of the rich, and otherwise put your ass on the 
line to say, “No Deal Assholes! Not today, not ever!" If you have 
workshops you’d like to see happen, or a workshop you’d like to 
facilitate/give, please let us know. 

As hosts, we will take care of the logistics like food, water, 
site, and such, but we are expecting you all to bring what you 
have to, offer to the conversation, even if (especially if) it’s just 
a willingness to consider that your ideas might not always be 
right, and that one of the best ways to get to know people is by 
doing the dishes and digging shitters together (direct action)! 

We also want this to be the best kids' Rendezvous ever. We’ll 
definitely have childcare, but were also looking for people who 
want to offer skills trainings and workshops for kids and teens. 
And PLEASE bring your kids, and tell your friends with kids that 
radical families are invited to and appreciated at the 2018 RRR. 

We want to make this Rondy accessible and inclusive. Orga¬ 
nizers will be considering this, and we also ask you to reach out 
ahead of time and let us know what resources and assistance 
will make you feel most welcome and able to be present! Lastly, 
if you want to have a fundraiser or make a donation, every little 
bit helps us with the costs of hosting this camp. 

Swimming? Yes. Campfires? Yes. Singing? Yes. Conflict 
Engagement? Yes. Romance? Yes. Sequins? Yes. Unlikely 
Coalitions? Yes. ACAB? Yes!! ^ 


JUNE 11, 2018 

International Day of Solidarity with Marius 
Mason and All Eco-Prisoners 



June11.org 


June 11 began as a day of solidarity with long-term eco- 

prisoner and anarchist Jeff “Free” Luers in 2004. Infuriated by 
the environmental devastation he saw occurring on a global 
scale, Jeff torched three SUVs at a car dealership in Eugene, 
Oregon, and was sentenced to over 22 years in prison. The 
sentence imposed on him was meant to send a clear message 
to others who were willing to take action against capitalism’s 
continued war on the Earth’s ecosystems. 

After years of struggle, Jeff and his legal team won a reduc¬ 
tion in his sentence and he was released from prison in Decem¬ 
ber of 2009. But in the years between Jeffs arrest and release, 
the FBI had carried out a series of indictments and arrests in an 
attempt to devastate the radical environmental and anarchist 
communities. One of the people caught up in this wave of re¬ 
pression was eco-activist and Earth Firsder Marius Mason, who 
is currently serving a nearly 22-year prison term. 

Please join us in commemorating the International Day of 
Solidarity with Marius Mason and All Eco-Prisoners on every 
June 11. This is a time to remember those who are in prison, 
and to continue and strengthen the very work for which Mari¬ 
us and many others were incarcerated—to struggle against cap¬ 
italism, ecological devastation, and the ever more diffuse forms 
of control in this prison society. 

See our “From the Cages” section on page 37 for more info 
on currently incarcerated eco-prisoners.^ 
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SPINNING LIES ABOUT 
STANDING ROCK 

Energy Transfer Partners' Lawsuit 
Against Earth First! 

by Rabbit 



The Standing Rock protests and #NoDAPL movement against Energy Transfer Partners' Dakota Access Pipeline were not created by an enterprise of 
nonprofits and environmental groups, but by the Indigenous people most directly affected by the project. Photo from itsgoingdown.org. 


Much like the tens of thousands of miles of pipelines 

linking tar sands mines and frack sites to refineries and trans¬ 
port terminals across this continent, the stories that Energy 
Transfer Partners (ETP) and government agencies have spun 
during and after Standing Rock crisscross each other in con¬ 
fusing yet surprisingly efficient ways. Like the pipelines, these 
kinds of stories form unnatural connections and often get bur¬ 
ied so deep we risk forgetting they're there. By examining a few 
segments of the enemy's narrative, we can get a glimpse of the 
larger picture. This article is an attempt to update people on the 
current ETP lawsuit against Earth First! and others. But I'm 
going to start somewhere else, so bear with me. 

*** 

On November 21, 2016, Standing Rock protester Sophia 
Wilansky was struck by a concussion grenade. Shrapnel flew 
into and through her arm, tearing it open. Like the other 


protesters standing firm in the freezing cold that day, Sophia 
had no weapon when she was attacked. Instead, she was 
holding a shield to protect her and others from the armed police 
defending ETP's Dakota Access Pipeline project. Out of fear 
that she would lose her limb, Sophia was rushed to a hospital 
for emergency surgery. Shortly after, when her parents were in 
the Intensive Care Unit waiting to find out their daughter's 
fate, the FBI arrived. The agents approached Sophia's father 
and, despite not having a warrant, intimidated him into 
handing over the clothes she had been wearing at the time of 
the attack. They also confiscated the only evidence Sophia had 
of the source of the attack: the shrapnel that doctors removed 
from her arm. 

In the weeks that followed, the FBI's motives became more 
clear. They began to spread the narrative that Sophia had blown 
up her own arm with a homemade improvised explosive de¬ 
vice. (I'm sure some of you are having flashbacks to the 1990 
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bombing of Judi Bari, when the FBI made similar claims that 
were later found to be fabricated.) The FBI agents signed a doc¬ 
ument guaranteeing that they would return Sophia's belong¬ 
ings in a timely manner, but it is now spring of 2018—well 
over a year later—and nothing has been returned. The reason 
is simple: Sophia was permanently wounded by a concussion 
grenade fired by police. It doesn't take a conspiracy theory to 
argue that—it's the obvious truth. What does take a conspiracy 
theory is the FBI's story. They claim she carried a bomb made 
of a propane tank, yet her body had no burns from the incident 
and she has not been charged with any crime. Most telling of 
all, Sophia—who has gone through five major surgeries and 
will likely never recover full use of her arm—is suing the FBI to 
release her property. Sophia wants the clothes and shrapnel to 
be used as evidence, while the FBI wants to keep them hidden. 

*** 

On October 27, 2016, about one month before Sophia 
was hit by the concussion grenade, three police officers broke 
formation and tackled a Standing Rock protester named Red 
Fawn Fallis, an Oglala Sioux woman and member of the Amer¬ 
ican Indian Movement. According to the cops, as Red Fawn 
was being tackled—but just before the officers were able to 
get her in handcuffs—a gun went off three times. They claim 
they then wrestled the weapon from her hands. Red Fawn was 
charged with civil disorder, possession of a firearm by a con¬ 
victed felon, and discharge of a firearm in relation to a felony 
crime of violence. 

Red Fawn was not alone when she was attacked by the cops, 
but was in a crowd of other protesters. As was recently dis¬ 
covered by The Intercept , one of the protesters near Red Fawn 
was Heath Harmon, an FBI informant sent to Standing Rock 
to spy on activists. As part of his undercover “investigation,” 
Harmon had attempted to become close with Red Fawn, and 
it worked—the two had become romantic partners a few weeks 
prior to the alleged shooting. And the gun that Red Fawn al¬ 
legedly fired? It belonged to Harmon. 

Keep in mind that Red Fawn is a seasoned activist who has 
been part of Indigenous struggles for decades. Such people gen¬ 
erally know better than to carry a gun to a protest, much less 
to fire a gun when they're already being handcuffed in a sea of 
police. 

What was Harmon sent into Standing Rock to find? Ac¬ 
cording to him: “bomb-making materials, stuff like that.” It's 
estimated that, at its peak, the Standing Rock movement had 
7,000 people on the ground in North Dakota. Yet in the one 
instance of a protester allegedly firing a weapon, it turned out 
to belong to an FBI informant. And less than a month later, 
after an FBI informant was sent to search for “bomb-making 
materials” but came up short, a woman who was injured by a 
cop was accused of having brought her own homemade bomb. 
Yet the FBI is hiding all of the supposed evidence. 

This information about Red Fawn Fallis came from the in¬ 
vestigation and article by The Intercept , and the information on 
Sophia came from articles I read in The Intercept , The New York 


UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT ,-rCWED 

DISTRICT OF NORTH DAKOTA 

WESTERN DIVISION ^ W 


ENERGY T RANSFER EQUITY, L.P.. and 
ENERGY TRANSFER PARTNERS, 1..P.. 

Case No.: _SfcC. 

Jfudae; 

Plaintiffs, 

COMPLAINT 

JURY TRIAL DEMANDED 

GREENPEACE INTERNATIONAL (aka 
“SUCHTING GREENPEACE COUNCIL"); 
GREENPEACE INC.; GREENPEACE FUND, 
INC ; BANKTRACK (aka “STICirnNG 
BANKTRACK"); EARTH FIRST !; and JOHN 
AND JANE DOES 1-20. 


Defendants. 



Plaintiffs Energy Transfer Equity, E.P., Energy Transfer Partners, L.P. (collectively 
‘'Energy Transfer" or “Plaintiffs"), as and for their complaint against Greenpeace International 
(aka “Stiehting Greenpeace Council"). Greenpeace; Inc. (“GP-Inc."), Greenpeace fund. Inc. 
(“GP-Fund") (collectively, the "Greenpeace Defendants ’), BankTraek (aka “Stiehting 
BankTraek"), Earth First!, and John and Jane Dews 1-20, allege as follows; 

preliminary statement 

I. This case involves a network of putative not-for-profits and rogue eco-tewnist 
groups who employ patterns of criminal activity and campaigns of misinformation to target 
legitimate companies and industries with fabricated environmental elaims and other purported 
misconduct, inflicting billions of dollars in damage. The network's pattern of criminal and other 
misconduct includes (i) defrauding charitable donors and cheating federal and state tax 
authorities with claims that they are legitimate tax-free charitable organizations; (it) cyber- 
attacks; (ii) intentional and malicious interference with their targeted victim's business 


The first page of the 187-page complaint sent to the Earth First! 
Journal office. 

Post, Star Tribune , Chicago Tribune , and The New York Times , 
so it's all very public knowledge. In both of these incidents, 
the stories these government agencies tell conveniently protect 
them or other government agencies, and both of these stories 
protect one massive private corporation: ETP. 

*** 

Now let's talk about another story. 

In October of 2017, about a year after both of these events, 
a nearly 200-page legal complaint was delivered to the address 
of the Earth First! Journal. The complaint was titled “ENER¬ 
GY TRANSFER EQUITY, L.P., and ENERGY TRANSFER 
PARTNERS, L.P., vs. GREENPEACE INTERNATION¬ 
AL, GREENPEACE, INC.; GREENPEACE FUND, INC.; 
BANKTRACK; EARTH FIRST!; and JOHN AND JANE 
DOES 1-20.” It contained a story that, impressively, is just as 
hard to believe as someone blowing themselves up at a protest 
or an experienced activist firing an FBI informant's gun at po¬ 
lice while being tackled to the ground. 

I'm going to try to summarize the lawsuit, but it's difficult. 
Most of it reads like a 13-year-old white supremacist and a retired 
oil executive turned on Fox News, ate a lot of mushrooms, and 
then journaled about their greatest fears. For example, here 
is the actual first sentence of the nearly 200-page complaint: 
“This case involves a network of putative not-for-profits and 
rogue eco-terrorist groups who employ a pattern of criminal 
activity and campaigns of misinformation to target legitimate 
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companies and industries with fabricated environmental claims 
and other purported misconduct, inflicting billions of dollars 
in damage.” Note the subtle classist authoritarianism and fear- 
mongering: illegitimate rogues and not(£tfj/>/)-for-profit groups 
are targeting hard-working, law-abiding, legitimate capitalists. 
The oldest story ever told. 

According to the document, all of the defendants in the 
lawsuit (Greenpeace, BankTrack, Earth First!, and 20 randos) 
and lots of other environmental groups who Energy Transfer 
Partners and Energy Transfer Equity (ETE) name but mysteri¬ 
ously aren't suing (including Sierra Club, 350.org, and Earth- 
Justice), are part of a secret, underground conspiracy that ETP 
has labeled “The Enterprise.” According to ETP's and ETE's 
lawsuit, “The Enterprise” purposefully spreads misinformation 
about the dangers of industrial projects like the Dakota Access 
Pipeline in order to mislead people into supporting their caus¬ 
es, and supporting said environmental groups with monetary 
donations. 

Essentially, they are using racketeering claims against an 
entire belief system, so anyone who believes that pipelines leak, 
or who feels in their heart that wildlife destruction is wrong, 
is a culprit. If you aren't familiar, a “racket” is “a criminal act 
in which the perpetrator or perpetrators offer a service that is 
fraudulently offered to solve a non-existent problem...” (I got 
that from Wikipedia). So, in their argument, the perpetrator 
is “The Enterprise” (Greenpeace, BankTrack, Earth First!, 20 
randos, and a bunch of other groups), the service provided is 
defense of the environment, and the so-called non-existent 
problems are pipelines, climate change, and other forms and 
results of environmental destruction. 

You consider pipelines a problem? You ever talk about it? 
Then welcome, my friend, to "The Enterprise." 

That essentially sums up the lawsuit's claims against Green¬ 
peace and BankTrack. ETP and ETE argue that these orga¬ 
nizations have spread misinformation on their websites and 
through other means that tarnished the reputation of the com¬ 
panies behind the Dakota Access Pipeline and rallied people to 
fight the project. 

The claims against Earth First! are a little more... exciting. I'm 
pretty sure they added EF! to the mix to really get the jurors' 
hearts pumping. The lawsuit claims that Earth First! provided 
$500,000 of seed money to send “eco-terrorist infiltrators” into 
Standing Rock to establish Red Warrior Camp (a direct action 
camp that formed at Standing Rock) and to encourage acts of 
"violence"—including property destruction—against the Da¬ 
kota Access Pipeline project. They then say that Red Warrior 
Camp used some of this money to start an illegal drug-selling 
ring at Standing Rock. Also mentioned is Earth First!'s sup¬ 
posed distribution of the "Earth First! Direct Action Manual" 
at the camp, which they credit with being the foundational text 
of groups like Mississippi Stand, who took direct action against 
the pipeline project. 

For total transparency, I have no idea where they got the 
number $500,000 (it sounds sexy though—half a mil!), where 
they got the idea that there was an Earth First! or Red Warrior 
drug trade at the camp, or why they think groups like Missis- 


l) Earth First! - Defendant Earflt First! radical eco-terrorist group that funds, 
trains, and organizes acts of civil disobedience and "monkey wrenching." ic,. property 
destruction. Founded in 1980 by Mike Roselle, a veteran of Enterprise member Sierra Club, the 
organization has deep ties to other enterprise members, including F.merprise member RAN 
which Roselle subsequently co-founded in 1985, and Defendant Greenpeace winch Roselle 
joined in 1986. At Greenpeace, Roselle employed Earth 1 irsri’s militant tactics to organize 
Greenpeace's first "action teams” and trained and prepared these teams to execute unlawful acts. 

As a result of his role in implementing these tactics. Roselle was subsequently appointed to the 
board of directors of Greenpeace. With its long history of collaboration, consistent with past 
campaigns. Earth First!, along with Greenpeace and other members, funded and supported the 
eco-terrorist militant group Red Warrior Camp with £500.000 in seed money to fund its violent 
campaigns against DAM. Additionally, Earth First! distributed its “Direct Action Manual.” a 
playhook lay mg out techniques for vandalism ar.d property destruction to stop energy 
infrastructure development, including tactics such as slashing tires, pouring sand into the gas 
tanks of construction equipment, and locking dowyt construction equipment, at the pmtesi camps. 

As the Enterprise intended, Mississippi Stand and other eco-terrorist groups employed Earth 
First! s play-book in opposition to DAPL, including, by way of example only, the use of 
“sleeping dragons" to chain themselves to equipment and lock down construction. 

m) Red W arrior Camp -Red Warrior Camp purports to be a coalition of water 
protectors representing 27 tribal nations dedicated to direct action to interfere with the 
construction of DAPI. In fact. Red Warrior Camp is an eco-terrorist group funded by the 
Enterprise and formed to execute the Enterprise’s illegal campaign against Energy Transfer 
under the false guise of being a Native American organization. Using seed money from 

Page 20 defines Earth First! and Red Warrior Camp in an attempt to 
take all agency away from Indigenous water protectors. 

sippi Stand couldn't have just looked up. how to do blockades 
on the internet. But I digress. 

The initial complaint filed by ETP and ETE ends with this 
claim that will likely tickle anyone involved with the #NoDAPL 
struggle: “The Defendants' wrongful, tortious [I had to look this 
word up, it just means “wrongful” again], and unlawful interfer¬ 
ence with Energy Transfer's existing and prospective business re¬ 
lationships caused Energy Transfer to suffer monetary damages, 
stemming from, among other things, lost financing, increased cost 
of capital, increased operating costs, lost revenue, injury to repu¬ 
tation, mitigation costs and attprney's fees in an amount to be de¬ 
termined at trial, but which constitute no less than $300 million.” 

Lots of damage! Not billions like they claimed earlier, but 
still impressive. 

So we at the Journal got handed this bogus lawsuit against 
Earth First! back in October. But We aren't Earth First!, and 
we can't speak for all of you beautiful Earth First!ers out there, 
most of whom we've never met or heard of—and indeed no 
one can. So we weren't sure what to do. Eventually, we got con¬ 
nected with folks from the Center for Constitutional Rights 
(CCR). CCR is a non-profit legal and educational organization 
that works on social justice issues. They have fought and con¬ 
tinue to fight against racial injustice, persecution of LGBTQ+ 
folks, mass incarceration, persecution of animal liberators, and 
even war crimes. We were thrilled to link up with them, and 
they are now representing the Journal in this case. 

Since then, activity around this lawsuit has been a long series 
of disagreements written in legalese. Greenpeace and Bank- 
Track filed motions to dismiss the case on the grounds that it 
is complete and utter horseshit (I'm paraphrasing). They also 







called for the case to be moved out of North Dakota if it isn't 
dismissed, as neither group has taken action in the state, con¬ 
ducted business in the state, or done anything else that would 
call for the case to take place there. ETP's lawyers responded 
saying that they disagreed. 

The Journal notified the court and the Secretary of State 
of North Dakota that the lawsuit was not properly served, as 
Earth First! and the Earth First! Journal are not the same thing, 
and also advised the court that Earth First! is not an entity, but 
a philosophy or a movement, and thus that it cannot be sued. 
ETP responded, yet again disagreeing, but clearly squirming. 
In their first complaint, ETP defined Earth First! as a non¬ 
profit operating under the laws of Florida and headquartered 
in Lake Worth—which is just plain false, and kinda cute. 
They later changed their definition in response to our many 
motions, and now define Earth First! as an “association” and so 
on, demonstrating that they didn't really know who they were 
suing in the first place and are now scrambling to figure it out. 

ETP's motions also keep asserting this noggin scratcher: 
They say we (the Journal) are filing motions “on behalf of Earth 
First! (a party it claims not to be, and in fact contends does not 
exist at all).” We know that Earth First! exists, dummies! It's 
what our magazine is about, and we have defined it many times 
in our motions. The environment also exists—something y'all 
seem to consistently forget—but that doesn't mean you can sue 
it for billions of dollars just because you don't like it. 

So yeah, there has been a lot of legal they-said-they-said go¬ 
ing back and forth. But essentially not much has changed since 
the suit was filed. There is the lawsuit, still being considered by 
a judge, that draws up a bold conspiracy theory about Earth 
First! secretly working with all these NGOs around the world. 
Greenpeace, BankTrack, and the Journal are filing things ex¬ 
plaining that this lawsuit makes no sense, and ETP consistently 
responds with more nonsense. 

So what does all this mean for Earth First!, or for the Earth 
liberation and Indigenous sovereignty movements? I'd wager 
that it doesn't mean much. Kasowitz, the law firm representing 
ETP (and Trump's go-to law firm, by the way), filed a similar 
lawsuit against Greenpeace on behalf of Resolute Forest 
Industries in 2016, and it was thrown out last October. I think 
this one will be thrown out, too. 

However, even if it's not likely to have legal implications 
for those it's targeting, I think this lawsuit is a sign that we 
are a force to be reckoned with. And not really “we,” but 
you: the grassroots in general, the direct action movement 
in particular, and Indigenous communities most of all. After 
all, the Dakota Access Pipeline is in the ground, flowing with 
oil—so why is ETP so angry, so emotionally vengeful, that they 
would spend so much money trying to push this obviously 
bullshit story? It's not because of Earth First!, and it's certainly 
not because of Greenpeace, BankTrack, Sierra Club, 350, 
Earthjustice, or any other environmental NGO. It's because 
Standing Rock was something new—and the continuation 
of something very old—that terrifies them. Standing Rock 
wasn't just a moment in history where a bunch of people 
showed up to an environmental protest; it was a giant, Earth- 


147. The facts, however, were just the opposite. The so-called “peaceful protests” 
were anything but peaceful, and the-Enterprise deliberately infiltrated the protest campaigns with 
violent radicals to ensure that end. As the State of North Dakota has staled in response to 
“myths'" propagated by the Enterprise, “(t]he real brutality [was] committed-by violent protesters 
who usejd] improvised explosive devices to attack police, usefdj hacked information to threaten 
office^ and their families, and usefd} weapons to kill livestock, harming farmers and ranchers.” 
Indeed, protesters were reported yelling, “[wjc are willing to die for this,” and '{wje get paid for 
this.” evidencing that their true purpose was to sow chaos and violence rather than to peacefully 
protest, as the Enterprise would have the world believe. 

The most unfathomable mob of radicals ever is allegedly quoted on 
page 68 of the complaint. 

shaking communion of Indigenous peoples from around the 
world standing up for themselves, for each other, for their 
land, their culture, and for all of us, and it was infused with a 
spirituality and a life force that I have never seen before. It was 
a gust of fresh fucking air that inspired tens of thousands of 
people, from previously apolitical high school kids to seasoned 
radical activists. It made cynical, often burnt out people like 
me believe that change is possible and might take a glorious 
form I couldn't even conceive of before Standing Rock. It was 
Indigenous-inspired, Indigenous-led, Indigenous-maintained, 
and a truly powerful force. 

ETP and the government agencies that violently protect 
them are trying to make all of us forget that. Just like they 
want us to forget that marchers don't fire at the cops, cops fire 
at marchers; that environmentalists don't blow themselves up, 
they are blown up by the government. But we will not forget. 

Fuck you, ETP. And fuck yes to all the people fighting them, 
past and present. We will keep fighting this lawsuit through 
the mail and in the courtrooms, and we encourage everyone 
reading this to keep fighting ETP, to keep fighting all pipelines, 
and to support those who have sacrificed their freedom and 
so much more in the struggle for something better. Solidarity 
doesn't just mean showing up $p a massive protest once in your 
lifetime—it means being there through thick and thin. Write 
and donate to Red Fawn Fallis and Michael “Little Feather” Gi¬ 
ron, prisoners of the state who stood up for the wild at Stand¬ 
ing Rock and who are still standing up every day by refusing 
to cooperate. Donate to and join grassroots groups fighting to 
protect the land, air, water, and the livelihood and life-chances 
of those who are constantly having their stories erased by the 
state and the corporate fucks who fund it. And fight EJT—be¬ 
cause they can't make us forget, no matter how many lawyers 
they throw at us. 

Update: On April 3, in response to some of our filings, includ¬ 
ing a declaration I wrote that gave background on Earth First! 
and the Journal , the Judge said our points were "well-taken" 
and declared that Earth First! has not properly been served. So, 
as far as we know, no lawsuit is currently proceeding against 
Earth First!. We do not know whether ETP will now drop 
Earth First! from the lawsuit or will try and serve someone else 
they believe to be a leader of Earth First!.^ 
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LET US UNITE IN SPIRIT 

Solidarity with Political Prisoner and Indigenous 
Activist Leonard Peltier 


by Jonathan Risko III 



Painting of Leonard Peltier from a storefront mural in San 
Francisco's Mission District. Photo by Gary Stevens, flickr.com/photos/ 
garysoup/4832621923. CC by 2.0. 


It was a hot summer day on June 26, 1975 when gunfire 

suddenly interrupted a peaceful morning on the Jumping Bull 
property of Pine Ridge reservation in Oglala, South Dakota. In 
the end, two FBI agents and one Native American lay dead in 
what would become one of the most brutal acts of government 
recklessness and corruption in United States history. As a direct 
result, one man would be sent to prison for a crime he did not 
commit and the desecration of Native American land would 
continue. 

In order to accurately present the last 42 years of this case, 
one must break it down with bare facts. In an effort to accom¬ 
plish this, a timeline follows the story. The main objective of 
this article is to shed a very bright light on this case and to 
educate others who can assist us in gaining this man, Leonard 
Peltier, the freedom and justice he truly deserves and not give 
up our fight and dedication until he walks out from behind 
prison walls. 

Sleeping in his tent, Leonard Peltier awoke to the sounds of 
women laughing as they cooked breakfast in the camp. It was a 
pleasant sound for a change. 

As a member of the American Indian Movement (AIM), 
he had come to the reservation to help protect the women, 


children, and elderly from the black cloud of violence known as 
the “Reign of Terror”—the work of a corrupt leader of the tribal 
council, Dick Wilson. Wilson and his “GOON (Guardians of 
Oglala Nation)” squad ruthlessly terrorized anyone living on 
the reservation who stood against his leadership and corruption. 
For years, shootings, beatings, and murders were the main 
methods used to persuade others. 

The pleas to the council for the violence to cease went un¬ 
answered. Only the brave, young warriors of AIM stepped 
forward to help and protect the people. Shortly after, Darrell 
Butler, Leonard Peltier, and Bob Robideau set up camp behind 
the Jumping Bull residence hoping to restore peace and safety 
on the reservation. 

On that fateful morning, gunshots pierced the air sending a 
wave of panic throughout the camp. Quickly gathering him¬ 
self, Leonard stepped out of his tent and towards the sounds 
of women screaming and children crying as they ran for cov¬ 
er. Running towards the gunfire, he did his best to defend the 
people he swore to protect and returned fire after finding a safe 
position. 

It wasn't long before silence returned, and when it did, two 
FBI agents—Jack Coler and Ron Williams—and one Native 
American—Joe Stuntz—lay dead. 

When I first heard this story in 1992, my first question was 
why would government agents be trespassing on a Native Amer¬ 
ican reservation when it is not part of their territorial jurisdic¬ 
tion? According to the FBI reports, the two agents entered the 
property to question a Native American—Jimmy Eagle—who 
was alleged to have been staying on the reservation and to have 
been involved in an altercation with a white man in which the 
man's cowboy boots were taken after he was assaulted. Learn¬ 
ing this, my second question was why would the FBI handle 
a case such as this when there are numerous city and county 
authorities who handle assault and theft cases? 

It was at that moment that a unique piece of information 
presented itself that seemed a logical culprit for the govern¬ 
ment’s involvement: 

At the time of the shootout, the leader of the tribal council 
had secretly signed an agreement transferring one-eighth of the 
Pine Ridge Reservation to the federal government for “explor¬ 
atory” purposes. 

If we rewind history to the 1800s, it was a brutal time be¬ 
tween Native Americans and the United States government. A 
time when Native Americans were forced off their land and 
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told to move elsewhere with the promise that they would be 
left alone to live as they wished if they complied, only to have 
that promise broken time and time again. The true reasons 
they were told to relocate was so prospectors could rob Mother 
Earth of her precious resources—gold being one of them. 

Many innocent lives were lost. Look around, nothings 
changed. Corporations still mine and drill up the majestic 
land in a vain effort to extract every possible resource they 
can. The native people of North America have been victim¬ 
ized for generations. Many moons ago, they warned us not to 
desecrate Mother Earth. Those warnings were ignored, and 
now look at the end result: polluted waters, climate changes, 
and other irreversible damages our children and their children 
will be forced to endure in the years to come. As you read this 
article and the timeline that follows, I ask of you to consider 
this question: 

What will it take for us to stop the unnecessary destruction 
of Mother Earth? The answer is unity. 

Let us unite and demand the use of alternative fuels and en¬ 
ergies. Let us unite and right the wrongs that were done to Na¬ 
tive Americans. A good start would be getting on your laptop, 
tablet, or cellphone and learning all the facts of the injustices 
that Leonard Peltier has been forced to face. Don't take my 
word for it, search for yourself and draw your own conclusions. 
There is still time to demand justice for Leonard Peltier. Re¬ 
member, we maintain strength in numbers. 

If after reading you find Leonard Peltier's plea of innocence 
valid, write to the President and demand executive clemency 
and do not give up fighting for this innocent man until he 
walks away free. The time is now. It's been over 41 years he has 
suffered these injustices. 

In the spirit of Crazy Horse, 

Jonathan Risko III 

Timeline 

1) 6/26/1975 - A shootout erupts on Pine Ridge Reservation 
between federal agents and members of AIM. One Native 
American, Joe Stuntz, and two FBI agents, Jack Coler and Ron 
Williams, are killed. 

2) 9/10/1975 - A station wagon driven by one of the Native 
Americans allegedly involved in the shootout, Bob Robideau, 
catches fire (due to a faulty exhaust pipe) and explodes on a 
Kansas highway. From the wreckage authorities recover a badly 
burned AR-15. Upon the FBI's investigation, they draw the 
conclusion that: 

A) This is the rifle that was used to execute the two 
agents on June 26, 1975. 

B) This is Leonard Peltier's weapon. The key to this as¬ 
sumption, please note, was that the casing fired from 
this rifle matched a bullet casing found in the car trunk 
of one of the agent’s cars at the scene of the shootout. 
This casing was the basis and eventual lynchpin used to 
extradite and prosecute Leonard Peliter. 


3) 10/1975 - FBI lab reports state that the AR-15 contains a 
different firing pin than the one used to kill the two agents. This 
information was not forthcoming until after Leonard Peltier's 
trial (finally obtained through the Freedom of Information Act 
by the defense counsel). This clearly disproves that the AR-15 
was the murder weapon. This and other pieces of crucial ex¬ 
culpatory evidence were hidden away by the prosecution and 
withheld from the defense at Leonard Peltier's trial in 1977. 

4) 11/25/1975 - Darrell Butler, Leonard Peltier, and Bob Ro¬ 
bideau are all indicted by a federal Grand Jury for their alleged 
roles in the death of two FBI agents. 

5) 2/6/1976 - Leonard Peltier is apprehended and arrested 
by the Royal Canadian Mounted Police in Western Canada. 
He remains under maximum security detention in Vancouver, 
British Columbia, while extradition proceedings are held. 

6) 2/10/1976 - The FBI releases a false report stating it has 
found a match between the AR-15 (found in the burning 
wreckage of the station wagan in Kansas on 9/10/1975) and 
the .223 shell casing found, belatedly, in the trunk of one of the 
slain FBI agent's cars. This statement clearly contradicts their 
earlier lab reports which they knowingly kept hidden from the 
defense counsel and public before, during, and after Leonard 
Peltier's trial. 

7) 3/31/1976 - The FBI threatens a Native American, Myrtle 
Poor Bear, telling her she and her child would be killed unless 
she falsely testified and signed an affidavit stating she was Leon¬ 
ard Peltier's girlfriend at the time of the shootout (even though 
she had never met him) and saw him shoot the two FBI agents. 
This affidavit and other fabricated information convinces the 
Canadian courts to allow Leonard Peltier's extradition to the 
United States. 

8) 7/7 - 7/16/1976 - The trial of Darrell Butler and Bob Ro¬ 
bideau in Central Rapids, Iowa, is held. Allowed to plead in¬ 
nocent by reason of self-defense in firing at the two FBI agents, 
both win a full acquittal on murder charges. The FBI also drops 
charges against Jimmy Eagle (see timeline) so that, as Freedom 
of Information Act documents would later reveal, “The full 
prosecutive weight of the Federal Government could be direct¬ 
ed against Leonard Peltier.” 

9) 12/16/1976 - Leonard Peltier is illegally extradited to the 
United States from Canada and flown to Rapid City, South 
Dakota. 

10) 3/17/1977 - Trial on double murder charges begins in Far¬ 
go, North Dakota, after the government successfully gets the 
trial transferred from Cedar Rapids, Iowa—where Darrell But¬ 
ler and Bob Robideau were acquitted. The site of Leonard Pelt¬ 
ier's trial is infamous for anti-Indian sentiments. The presiding 
judge rules all evidence to be tightly limited only to the events 
of the June 26, 1975 shootout incident. The defense is not al- 
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lowed to use their planned strategy to discuss the events that 
led up to the shootout (“The Reign of Terror”), Myrtle Poor 
Bear's coerced false affidavit, the FBI intimidation of witnesses, 
or any of the evidence used to acquit Darrell Butler and Bob 
Robideau in their July 1976 trial. In a shocking and flagrant 
display of American “justice,” virtually all exculpatory evidence 
is hidden from the defense or ruled inadmissible as the presid¬ 
ing judge boldly declares “the FBI is not on trial here.” 

11) 4/18/1977 - Leonard Peltier, under a “kangaroo-court” 
atmosphere tainted with government intimidation and an all- 
white jury, is found guilty. 

12) 6/2/1977 - Leonard Peltier is sentenced to two consecutive 
life terms. 

13) 7/4/1978 - While incarcerated at Marion Federal Peni¬ 
tentiary, Leonard Peltier is approached and warned by a fellow 
Native American prisoner that there is a plan to move him to 
Lompoc Federal Prison where he will be the target of an assas¬ 
sination plot. 

14) 4/10/1979 - The warning comes true as Leonard Peltier is 
abruptly transferred to Lompoc Federal Prison. 

15) [Date Unknown] An inmate, Bobby Garcia, approaches 
Leonard Peltier in the prison yard and confesses that he was 
assigned to assassinate him. Garcia says he was approached by 
an FBI agent who offered him a more comfortable life behind 
prison walls, a prison transfer, and the dismissal of all pending 
cases against him if he agrees to kill Peltier. A short time lat¬ 
er, both men (Bobby Garcia and Leonard Peltier) along with 
another Native American prisoner, Dallas Thundershield, de¬ 
cide to escape and climb over a perimeter fence. During the 
incident, Bobby Garcia is caught and Dallas Thundershield is 
shot and killed. Leonard Peltier eludes police and is captured 
five days later. In the end, seven years are added to his original 
sentence. 

16) 2/4/1980 - Leonard Peltier is returned to Marion Federal 
Penitentiary convinced that the whole Lompoc Prison transfer 
was a setup to get him to escape so he could be shot and killed by 
prison authorities. The assigned assassin, Bobby Garcia, is found 
dead in his cell at Terre Haute Federal Prison. Authorities claim 
it was suicide after he was found hanging in his cell. Many be¬ 
lieve he was murdered for failing to kill Leonard Peltier. Later on, 
toxicology reports would indicate Bobby Garcia had an extensive 
amount of drugs in his system that would, have rendered him 
incapable of standing up, let along hanging himself. 

17) 5/22/1985 - Despite the fact that the original prosecu¬ 
tor in the case admits that the government doesn't know who 
killed the two FBI agents, the judge denies Leonard Peltier a 
new trial. 

18) 4/18/1991 - Senior Judge Geral Heaney (of the 8th circuit 


panel that denied Leonard Peltier's 1986 appeal)—having left 
the courts—writes to the President that evidence of unlawful 
misconduct by the FBI and other governmental agencies be¬ 
fore, during, and after the Fargo trial persuades him to believe 
Leonard Peltier deserves executive clemency. 

19) 11/9/1992 - The original prosecutor at the Fargo trial ad¬ 
mits—yet again—before the 8th Circuit Court that the United 
States government doesn't know who killed the two FBI agents. 

20) 12/15/2004 - Leonard Peltier's attorneys file a “motion to 
correct an illegal sentence.” The federal jurisdiction conferred 
by the statutes under which he was convicted and sentenced 
depended on the location of the alleged crime not against whom 
the crime was allegedly conimitted. Because the acts occurred 
on the Pine Ridge Reservation, which is neither within the 
special maritime or territorial jurisdiction of the United States 
(The Oglala Sioux Nation of Pine Ridge is a sovereign nation), 
Leonard Peltier was convicted and sentenced for crimes over 
which the United States district court had no jurisdiction. The 
appellate courts have recognized the undisputed misconduct in 
Leonard Peltier's case—fabricated and suppressed evidence, as 
well as coerced testimony, yet have refused to take corrective 
action for nearly three decades. This is clearly an abuse of the 
legal standards of American j ustice. 

21) 4/28/2006 - The United States Court of Appeals for the 
8th Circuit ruies that the United States government had the 
right to prosecute Leonard Peltier for crimes that occurred on 
Pine Ridge Reservation. Judge Ralph Erickson ruled that the 
government has the right to prosecute and imprison anyone 
who kills federal agents no matter where the crime occurs.^ 

Sources 

1) “In The Spirit of Crazy Horse” - Peter Matthiessen 

2) “Prison Writings: My Life kMy Sundance” - Leonard Peltier 
and Harvey Arden 

3) “Have You Thought of Leonard Peltier Lately” - Harvey Ar¬ 
den and George Blitch 

4) “Incident at Oglala” - Robert Redford 

5) “Freedom” - Rage Against the Machine 

Contacts 

Leonard Peltier 
#89637-132 
USP Coleman I 
PO Box 1033 
Coleman, FL 33521 

Leonard Peltier Defense Committee 
116 West Osbourne Ave. 

Tampa, FL 33603 


1361 





Eco-Prisoners, Snared Liberationists, and Hostages of the Struggle 



Art by Edna Jones. 


This information is compiled by the joint effort of the EF! Prisoner Support Project and the EF! Journal Collective. A broader list 
of prisoners from allied struggles and our updated Informant Tracker service can be found at earthfirstjournal.org/prisoners 
and earthfirstjournal.org/informant-tracker. To get in touch, email efpris@riseup.net or write to EF!PSP y PO Box . 
163126 ’ Sacramento, CA 95818, USA 

February 2018, he was sentenced to 3 years (2 deferred) 
and his projected release date is December 3, 2018. 
Birthday: July 14, 1964 

NICOLE KISSANE 

#20651-111, FCI Dublin, 5701 8th Street - Camp 
Parks, Dublin, CA 94568, USA 

Nicole was arrested along with Joseph Buddenberg 
on July 24, 2013, and federally indicted for Conspiracy 
to Violate the Animal Enterprise Terrorism Act for con¬ 
spiring to release thousands of animals from fur farms 
and to destroy breeding records in Idaho, Iowa, Min¬ 
nesota, Montana, Wisconsin, and Pennsylvania. On 
January 17, 2016, Nicole’s non-cooperating plea deal 
was accepted and she was sentenced to 21 months in 
federal prison and 3 years of supervised release, sup- 

PORTNICOLE.COM 

Birthday: August 18 

MARIUS MASON 

(ADDRESS ENVELOPE TO "MARIE (MARIUS) MASON") 

#04672-061, FMC Carswell, PO Box 27137, Fort 
Worth, TX 76127, USA 

Marius is serving 21 years and 10 months (until 
09-18-2027) for his involvement in an ELF arson at 
a university building carrying out genetically modified 
crop tests. Marius also pleaded guilty to conspiring to 
carry out ELF actions and admitted involvement in 
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US PRISONERS 

WALTER BOND 

#37096-013 FCI Terre Haute - CMU, P0 Box 33, Terre 

Haute, Indiana 47808, USA 

Walter is serving 12 years and 4 months (until 3-21- 
2021) for the “ALF Lonewolf” arsons of a sheepskin 
factory in Denver, Colorado, the Tandy Leather Facto¬ 
ry in Salt Lake City, Utah, and the Tiburon restaurant 
(which sold foie gras) in Sandy, Utah. Walter was also 
charged and convicted under the Animal Enterprise 
Terrorism Act. Walter remains a militant voice for the 
vegan straightedge way of life and is the author of the 
book “Always Looking Forward.” supportwalter.org 
Birthday: April 16 

MICHAEL FOSTER 

#51974, Missouri River Correctional Center, PO Box 

5521, Bismarck, ND 58506, USA 

In October of 2016, Michael Foster entered a valve 
site of the Dakota Access Pipeline in North Dako¬ 
ta and shut the valve off after notifying Keystone that 
he was doing so and giving them an option to shut it 
off remotely. He was convicted of felony conspiracy to 
commit criminal mischief and misdemeanor conspiracy 
trespass. This act of climate disobedience, coordinated 
with other activists who faced lesser charges, shut down 
15 percent of US crude oil imports for nearly a day. In 













12 other ELF actions. On May 8, 2017, Marius was 
moved out of the Carswell Federal Medical Centers 
Administrative Unit and into general population. 

SUPPORTMARIUSMASON.ORG 

Birthday: January 26, 1962 

FRAN THOMPSON 

#1090915, CCC, 3151 Litton Drive, Chillicothe, MO 
64601, USA 

Fran is serving life plus 10 years for killing a man 
in self-defense after he violently entered her home. Be¬ 
fore her imprisonment, Fran was an eco, animal, and 
anti-nuke campaigner, and it is believed this biased the 
court against her. 

Birthday: January 4 

BRIAN VAILLANCOURT 

#M42889, Robinson Correctional, 13423 East 
1150th Ave, Robinson, IL 62454, USA 

Brian was arrested in Chicago on February 9, 2013, 
for an alleged attempted arson at a McDonald’s. He ini¬ 
tially faced a possible 30-year sentence for “Aggravat¬ 
ed Arson,” but in 2014 he accepted a non-cooperating 
plea agreement and is currently serving 9 years (until 
9 - 2020 ). 

Birthday: September 5, 1964 

INTERNATIONAL 

PRISONERS 

LUCIO ALBERTI, FRANCESCO SALA, AND GRAZIANO 
MAZZARELLI 

Graziano and Francesco can be reached at Casa 
Circondariale Ferrara, Via Arginone 327, IT-44100 
Ferrara, Italia. Lucio Alberti can be reached at c/o CC 
Via Cassano Magnago 102, IT-21052 Busto Arsizio 
[Varese), Italia. 

The No TAV campaign against the building of the 
Turin-Lyon high speed rail link has been going strong 
for over 20 years and regularly leads to new arrests as 
the Italian state tries to suppress resistance. These three 
anarchists were arrested on July 11, 2014, in connection 
with the action at the Chiomonte TAV site between 
May 13 and 14 of 2013. On February 9, 2016, Lucio 
and Francesco were sentenced to 2 years and 2 months, 
and Graziano was sentenced to 2 years and 10 months. 


ALFREDO C0SPIT0 AND NICOLA GAI 

Both at: Casa Circondariale Ferrara, Via Arginone 327, 

IT- 44122 Ferrara, Italia 

Nicola and Alfredo were arrested on September 14, 
2012, for shooting Ansaldo Nucleare manager and Fin¬ 
meccanica affiliate Roberto Adinolfi in the knees—an 
action carried out by the Olga nucleus of the FAI/FRI 
(Informal Anarchist Federation) earlier that year. In 
May of 2015 their sentences were reduced: Alfredo’s to 
9 years and 5 months (until February 2022) and Nico¬ 
las to 8 years and 8 months (until May of 2020). 

SVEN VAN HASSELT 

A3021ED, HMP Winchester, Romsey Road, 

Winchester, S022 5DF, England 

Sven and Natasha (see entry below) were extradit¬ 
ed from the Netherlands to the UK in February 2017 
for charges related to the Blackmail 3 case with Debbie 
Vincent, which stemmed from their work with the Stop 
Huntingdon Animal Cruelty (SHAC) campaign. They 
took a non-cooperating plea deal in September. Sven 
was sentenced to 5 years in prison and is expected to 
serve 2.5 years, freesvenandnatasha.org 

LADISLAV KUC 

Florianska 18, PS-C12, Kosice, Slovakia 04142 

Ladislav is an animal rights activist originally sen¬ 
tenced to 25 years on charges of illegal possession of 
arms, manufacturing of explosives, and terrorism for a 
bombing in front of a McDonalds in 2011 in which 
there were no injuries. He was traced after almost a 
year via mail communications between Ladislav and 
the manufacturer of a timer found at the crime scene. 
During a house search, police found materials related to 
the Animal Liberation Front and components for an¬ 
other bomb. In May of 2016, the terrorism charge was 
overturned and he was resentenced to 23.5 years. 
Birthday: December 3, 1979 

NATASHA 

Letters can be sent to Natasha through the Free 

Sven and Natasha Support Group, c/o Kebele, 14 

Robertson Rd, Bristol, UK BS5 6JZ 

Natasha was extradited with Sven from the 
Netherlands to the UK in February 2017 for charges 
related to the SHAC campaign (see Sven’s entry above 
for more info). She took a non-cooperating plea deal 
in September and received a 2 year deferred sentence. 

FREESVENANDNATASHA.ORG 
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ARRESTEES FACING CHARGES 


BRAVOl 

Out on bail 

Bravo 1 (Brennon Nastacio) peacefully protected water 
and people on the Standing Rock Sioux Reservation from 
DAPL. He is a 36-year-old Pueblo man with two children 
who depend on him. On January 3, Brennan turned him¬ 
self over to authorities after learning he had a warrant for a 
Class C Felony for “Terrorizing,” stemming from an incident 
where he nonviolently disarmed a man carrying a loaded 
weapon. 

CHASE IRON EYES 

Out on bail 

Chase was arrested on February 1, 2017, along with over 
70 other people when the Last Child Camp, which was set 
up in opposition to the Dakota Access Pipeline, was forcibly 
removed. Both were charged with felony inciting a riot and 
face up to 5 years in prison. Chase has pleaded not guilty to 
the charges. 

RED FAWN FALLIS 

Heart of America Correctional Center, 110 Industrial Road, 
Rugby, ND 58368, USA 

An indictment filed January 5, 2017, charged Red Fawn 
with felony counts of civil disorder, possession of a firearm 
by a felon, and discharging a firearm in relation to a felo¬ 
ny crime of violence—which, in this case, is a civil disorder. 
These charges are in addition to an earlier charge of posses¬ 
sion of a firearm by a convicted felon. On January 22, 2018, 
Red Fawn pleaded guilty to civil disorder and possession of a 
firearm by a felon, with the third count dropped by the pros¬ 
ecution. Red Fawn is expected to be sentenced sometime be¬ 
tween April and June; her defense attorney is recommending 
a sentence of 21 to 27 months while prosecutors are expected 
to ask for between 46 and 57 months. 

On December 11, 2017, The Intercept released, an article 
revealing that the gun Red Fawn is accused of having fired 
belonged to Heath Harmon, an FBI informant who had in¬ 
filtrated the Standing Rock protests and was in a romantic 
relationship with Red Fawn. 

FOOT 

JVA Koln, Rochusstrafee 350, 50827 Koln, Germany 

Foot was arrested, along with eight other folks from the 
Hambach Forest, on January 23, and charged with obstruct¬ 
ing the work of officers. They have been in jail for this long 
because they are considered a flight risk due to refusing to 
show their ID. 


GIANLUCA GAUDENZI 

Gianluca is currently facing charges in Sweden for dam¬ 
aging at least 121 hunting towers and spraypainting slogans, 
causing roughly 670,000 SKE (approx. $78,000) in damag¬ 
es. He reportedly stated, “For me it is not a crime... It is a 
crime to destroy nature and other species [translation].” The 
trial was supposed to begin in November of 2015 but seems 
to have been delayed indefinitely. 

MICHAEL "LITTLE FEATHER" GIRON 

Heart of America Correctional Center, 110 Industrial Road, 
Rugby, ND 58368, USA 

Little Feather has two federal criminal charges from an 
October 27, 2016, arrest at Standing Rock as a water pro¬ 
tector. In February 2018, he entered into a non-cooperat¬ 
ing plea agreement that includes a joint recommendation 
of 36 months in prison and remains incarcerated awaiting 
sentencing. 

Birthday: August 15, 1973 

KROW / TWIG / KATIE KLOTH 

On felony probation 

Krow was assaulted and arrested on February 4, 2017, 
by a Bureau of Indian Affairs officer while supporting the 
struggle against the Dakota Access Pipeline in North Dako¬ 
ta. She was extradited to Wisconsin to face charges of violat¬ 
ing felony probation. The probation is from previous charges 
stemming from an environmental protest in Wisconsin 
against mining in the Penokee Hills in 2013, for which she 
served nine months in jail. She is also facing a felony charge 
in North Dakota, supportkrow.org 

Birthday: February 4 

RATTLER 

On supervised pretrial release 

Rattler is a No DAPL water protector who was charged 
with Civil Disorder and Use of Fire to Commit a Federal 
Felony Offense, both felonies, produced through a grand 
jury indictment. Rattler agreed to a non-cooperating plea 
deal, which would drop the Use of Fire charge and probably 
result in a 36 month prison sentence. Rattlers home is at 
Pine Ridge and he comes from a long legacy of struggle that 
he continued at Standing Rock against the Dakota Access 
Pipeline and its world. 
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books 6 zines 


For the Wild: Ritual and 
Commitment in Radical Eco- 
Activism 

by Sarah M. Pike 

University of California Press; 2017 

review by Rabbit 

If you don't already know Sarah Pike, 
author of “For the Wild,” you might 
recognize her if you saw her in person. 

She spent many years researching radical environmental and 
animal liberation events and groups, even taking part in EF! 
Rondies. I first heard about the concept for this book when 
she visited the Journal office in 2014 to interview the staff. 
With a background in pagan studies, Pike's book looks at the 
radical eco- and animal-liberation movements from a religious 
perspective, with a particular focus on the rituals and belief 
systems that permeate both. Pike argues that, even though 
most activists in these movements reject organized religion, 
there is a religious-like fervor and a particular set of beliefs in¬ 
volved in stepping out of mainstream society and risking one's 
freedom to protect nonhuman life. 

Although it can be jarring to read about yourself, your 
friends, and your comrades from a third-person, almost an¬ 
thropological perspective, I found Pike's book interesting, en¬ 
gaging, and fun. The book follows the complex histories of the 
US eco- and animal-liberation scenes from the 1990s to today, 
gathered largely from radical publications and interviews with 
activists. It focuses on radical environmentalism more than 
animal liberation, although there is plenty of both. Some¬ 
times the two subjects overlap, while at other points the book 
highlights contrasts between them. For instance, the chapter 
on forest action camps as training grounds for radical environ¬ 
mentalists is followed by a chapter on hardcore music and its 
influence on radical animal rights and straightedge scenes. 

There are only a few points where it's clear that Pike isn't 
an “insider” and isn't as saturated in movement lore as a lot of 
Earth Firstlers are. Although few and far between, her explicit 
and implicit criticisms of activists are presented in ways that 
seem out of place and based on assumptions or generaliza¬ 
tions. They are stated quickly and dropped just as quickly, 
without citations. For a book with such depth and so many 


references backing up its statements, it is odd that these pokes 
are left unexplored. Furthermore, readers must suffer through 
quotes from known abusers in the movement—people with 
whom most eco- and animal-liberation activists will no longer 
associate or bother to listen to. However, this may say more 
about our movements' histories than it does about Pike's 
choices as an author. 

These few issues aside, I thoroughly enjoyed this book 
from start to finish. “For the Wild” reminded me—almost 
immediately—of the feelings I had when I first joined up 
with these radical circles, and of how I ended up here in 
the first place. I can honestly say it revitalized me in ways I 
feared weren't possible anymore, and I'm thankful I read it at 
this point in my life. I have recommended it to friends and 
to fellow activists, and—whether you want to brush up on 
movement history or to relive the feelings that pulled you into 
eco-activism in the first place—I recommend it to you. 

Humankind: Solidarity with 
Nonhuman People 

by Timothy Morton 

Verso; 2017 

review by Grumpasaurus 

If you dropped out of a philosophy- 
course, spent the next few weeks watching 
reruns of Animal Planet while tripping 
acid, and then took enough speed to write a 200-page book in 
a couple of days while browsing through the writings of Marx, 
you might make more sense than Timothy Morton does in 
“Humankind: Solidarity With Nonhuman People,.” And then 
you’d still have time for actual solidarity with nonhunians. 

The project as a whole is an important one: how to include * 
nonhumans in communist theory. That said, the way Morton 
attempts this is so convoluted and tortuous that it leaves me 
bummed out and hopeless and feeling like one of the few 
things I’m truly passionate about intellectually—including 
nonhumans in revolutionary theory—is a huge fucking waste 
of time. 

Morton posits what he calls “the Severing” as a point in 
which humanity lost its primordial oneness with nonhu¬ 
mans and “the symbiotic real” as that which is but cannot be 
experienced, and uses these numinous concepts to outline a 
supposedly inclusive reading of Marx. In doing so, he spruces 
up his writing with interesting biological tidbits. But when he 
reduces entire philosophies to straw men and offers informa- 
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tion as fact with no citations or evidence of research whatsoev¬ 
er, I feel a little confused and even insulted. Maybe he should 
take solidarity with his readers as a basic starting point. 

Morton also finds it absurd that someone could refer to 
animals using “they” pronouns, something I do all the time 
for human and nonhuman friends alike. And that’s just one 
of the many anti-liberatory/repressive tendencies within the 
book. It makes sense coming from a professor who, while wa¬ 
ter protectors were getting tear gassed, beaten, and shot, was 
cashing salary checks and staring at a computer screen writing 
a book (dedicated to them as an obvious afterthought). 

If anything, this book might demonstrate how alienated 
and confused Euro-Americans are when it comes to solidarity 
with anyone , and maybe even what a pointless, vicious circle 
it is to try to think themselves out of that confusion using the 
same patriarchal, white-supremacist, Euro-American philoso¬ 
phies of the past. 

If you’re already doing solidarity work, with humans or 
nonhumans, thank you, and don’t bother reading this book. 
Some of the best examples of solidarity with nonhumans are 
contained right here in the pages of the EF!J. But if you’re a 
philosophy student who just found the Journal in the bath¬ 
room of your college town’s collective house, and you desper¬ 
ately need a topic for your final paper, you might want to get 
a copy from your library, if only to freak out your professor. 
And if you fancy yourself a theorist, maybe you should read 
it just to see how extremely low the bar is here, as I sincerely 
hope someone else can do a better job. 

Solidarity with nonhumans is essential, but "Solidarity 
with Nonhuman People," if not food for thought, might 
make great food for the worms. 


create the security state. He quotes author Ben Hayes on the 
problem of security: “...at its core is the essentially repressive 
goal of making things stay the same—no matter how unjust 
they may be.” We have already seen this in action—during 
Hurricane Katrina, for example, when G4S promised wealthy 
white folks “security from social unrest.” 

This “elite fear” allows the sudden reworking of vague 
terms like “border security” and “homeland” to exclude any¬ 
one, at any time. As Miller points out, even Trump 
supporters salivating over the prospect of a “big, beautiful 
wall” could face a quickly erected border along state lines if 
they find themselves fleeing a town overwhelmed by heat or 
flooding. He dives into the history of “Bum Blockades” in 
the US Southwest, impromptu borders set up by citizens but 
tacitly supported by police and politicians, to keep internal 
migrants fleeing the Dust Bowl out of certain states. Borders 
are “dynamic” says Miller—you never know where or why 
they may be put up, or who they will exclude. 

I can't imagine a cohesive political stance against capital¬ 
ism and ecocide that isn't explicitly pro-refugee and pro-mi¬ 
grant, especially after reading this terrific book. The paranoia 
that agencies like Border Patrol stoke in white and otherwise 
powerful citizens quite literally paves the way for the expan¬ 
sion of laws and structures that destroy the Earth and decrease 
the possibilities for meaningful resistance. As Yeb Sano, a 
climate activist whose family lived through Superstorm Hai- 
yan, said “Solidarity is not an alternative, not an option, it is 
our only chance...” Mutual aid, whether in the Philippines or 
Florida, is a threat to capitalism. As Miller points out so clear¬ 
ly, the state isn’t really afraid we will loot and fight and kill 
each other after disasters—it is afraid we will come together 
and realize we don’t need it. 



Storming the Wall 

by Todd Miller 

City Lights Press; 2017 

review by Veery 

The first chapters of “Storming the 
Wall” are a dizzying catalog of disasters 
precipitated by climate change and the 
politicians and corporations cashing 
in on it. As seas rise and thousands of 
humans and non-humans flee unlivable homes, millions of 
dollars are being spent to stop them from reaching safety. 

As Todd Miller shows, Border Patrol, the US military, and 
the White House are all well aware of climate change. But in 
their eyes, it isn’t large swaths of Earth becoming uninhabit¬ 
able that make it dangerous—it is the possibility that massive 
migration will render borders and the economic systems they 
sustain indefensible. As politicians push people to cling to 
destructive extractive industries in increasingly fearful com¬ 
munities, they are preparing for an inevitable restructuring of 
society brought about by climate change. 

Miller digs in here to the idea of “elite fear” and how this 
constant anxiety that plagues those holding onto power helps 
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Spring 2018 

review by Roscoe *• 

Today my beautiful, busted ass punk 
house ran out of toilet paper—I decided 
to use the new issue of The Match 
instead of stealing more from the local 
Walmart. 

I started reading this because it was 
sent to our office, and very quickly burst into laughter at how 
much of a dumpster-fire this magazine is. Maybe I should 
start with the massive amounts of Islamophobia and transpho¬ 
bia. Maybe I should start with their adamant hatred of survi¬ 
vors and people doing badass anti-fascist work... No matter 
how I approach it, the whole thing seems overwhelmingly like 
right-wing bullshit disguised as “leftist defense of free speech.” 
I definitely threw up in my mouth. 

Before this, I had never read The Match. Upon opening the 
envelope that contained this slimy piece of future-compost, 

I noticed the cover. Adorned with an elaborate drawing of 
a statue of a woman being built, there was a small manbaby 
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with a voice bubble that read “Her too?”—an obvious dig at 
survivors of sexual assault and violence. Many of the articles 
were also aimed towards tearing down “Social Justice War¬ 
riors” and those who speak up against sexual violence. 

I hesitantly opened the magazine and wasn't surprised at 
what I found. Within the first two pages was a full-on attack 
on the “Me Too” movement—which was started in ’2006 
by a Black woman, Tarana Burke, to raise awareness about 
rampant assault within our communities. That's followed by 
an article including the phrase “unaccountably oblivious stu¬ 
pidity has arisen as the gay community has settled into its new 
position in the mainstream,” and proceeds to call LGBTQ+ 
folks “tyrants” for fighting for their rights. 

This crusty-ass manbaby also goes on an anti-Muslim ram¬ 
page—claiming that followers of Islam want to be “superior” 
for their religious beliefs. He then blames his hatred of Islam 
on his supposed love of queer folks (as if he didn't spend half 
this fucking magazine talking shit about us... we are not your 
scapegoat). 

This glorified toilet paper roll of a magazine ends with 
a classic “Letters to the Editors” section. A large majority 
of these letters were in support of them dropping the word 
“Anarchism” from their title because of its associations with 
antifa and window breakers. The other letters they published 
were largely anti-antifa, anti-Muslim, and transphobic as holy 
hell. One delirious letter-writer even had the audacity to state 
that they're not homophobic because, in their younger days, 
they had “two good friends who are gay”—they then went on 
a rant about some generic TERF (trans exclusionary radical 
“feminist”) shit. 

My point is: I get it. You're burnt out and tired of new 
things. You want to be edgy because you're no longer relevant. 

The reality is: You're really REALLY boring. Please stop. 
Nobody likes you. You're ugly. 

XOXO — A “Transexual Lunatic. ” I'm coming for your rights , 

I'm coming for your tax dollars , I'm prettier than you, and I'm 
gonna fight you. 


web series 



The Fuckin News 

sub.Media 

review by Onion 


“The Stimulator” 
suddenly disappeared from 
our lives a little over a year 
ago, and although I had loved the show for the past decade, 
I never realized what a huge vacuum it would leave upon its 
departure. It hit me hard and quick: Suddenly "Democracy 
Now!" seemed like the most consistent independent video 
news source, and they are miles away from radical. A few 
months ago, rumors started making their way around the 


interwebs that Stim was trying to raise money for a new show. 
In February of this year, those rumors proved to be true, as 
"The Fuckin News" was launched! 

Although there have only been three short episodes 
(around six minutes each) in the few weeks since it premiered, 
Stim promises that "The Fuckin News" will eventually be a 
more in-depth, weekly broadcast. By the time you read this, 
there will have been more episodes, but because of deadlines I 
only had time to review the first two. The first episode opens 
in hilarious fashion, reminiscent of "It's the End of the World 
As We Know It and I Feel Fine," with a doctored clip of an 
Anderson Cooper broadcast talking about Trump shitting 
his pants. Other parts closely resemble the old show—for 
example, Stim saying "Rise and shine motherfuckers," instead 
of the classic, "Gooooood morning, slaves"—but it's clear¬ 
ly something new. He spends the first part of the opening 
episode conducting what I assume is a fake interview with 
right-wing troll Frank Espinoza, the person mostly responsible 
for getting "End of the World" kicked off of Paypal and who 
recently organized a white supremacist rally in Chicano Park 
in San Diego. This episode also features some scary coverage 
of the way fascists in Italy are stealing anarchist tactics to 
organize poor folks. 

The second episode is about gun control—the only video 
news show that I've seen cover gun control from an anarchist 
perspective—and it was even better than the first. While 
most news coverage presents gun control as a black and white 
issue, "The Fuckin News" explores all the nooks and crannies 
in between. Stim assumes that most people watching the 
show lean at least a little bit towards anarchist views, which 
allows him to rip apart both the Democrats' and Republicans' 
oft-repeated and nonsensical talking points. I've yet to see 
another newscaster talk about how scary the thought of only 
police and military having guns is to an awful lot of people, or 
how most gun control laws largely affect people of color, trans 
folks, and others who need guns the most. He also reminds 
us that gun control laws first became a popular talking point 
when Black Panthers were arming themselves for community 
watches. The Stim admits that he doesn't have any quick fixes 
to the mass shooting problem and that there probably aren't 
any—as the USA is a "complete fucking dumpster fire of a 
society." 

Next time you are online and have a desire for some truth, 
head-on over to sub.media/c/stimulator. You'll be happy 
you did. While you're there, send The Stim some taco money 
so he can get back on track! 


Send us your reviews of books, zines, 
web series, tv shows, movies, 
and anything else you can think of. 

COLLECTIVE@EARTHFIRSTJOURNAL.ORG 

EF!J, P0B 964, Lake Worth, FL 33460 
Keep reviews to 500 words or less. 
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SALVAGE THIS 

Citizen comment on federal law 
permitting salvage logging of old' 
growth forests. 

This poem needs to be 
saved from itself. 

It is way over the hill. 

Words on dead wood. 

Long ago it 
ceased to be profitable. 

You would be 
keeping it 
from being taken 
by its own 

dark and useless purposes. 

There are words in here 
over a thousand years old. 

They have conspired 
with other creatures 


and been spoken 
time and again 
with air 

that has been inside 
the leaves of trees. 

These words 

when spoken 

are an ancient forest. 

Some of the words 
are no longer producing 
return on investment. 

Truth. Love. 

Compassion for all beings. 
Hey— 

call the operators. 

Haul them away to the mill. 

But say— 
isn’t that a trace of 
human wisdom 
in among those words? 

And down there isn’t that a 
vole digging for buried 
meaning in the 
decay and duff of a 
culture that long ago 
knew how to say, Enough — 
don't be taking 
what you haven't created 
and cant pay back. 

There is blood here. 

An owl is eating the vole. 
There is life here. 

These words are already 
inside the trees again. 

What happens 
to our words 
happens to the forest. 

What happens to the forest 

happens 

to us. 

We should be cutting 
lies instead of trees. 

Jerry Martien 















Maybe there’s still 

just as much life 
but more of it i's human 
and human-adapted now, 
less of it tiger, 
less redwood. 

Life, slippery as mercury 

sliding into different bodies 
tensing different muscles 
hunting different food 
But diversity 

where do we stand 
without you? 


Jenny McBride 


Salvage logging in Oregon's Tillamook State 
Forest. Photo by'Tiger 635. commons.wikimedia. 
org/wiki/File:Tillamook_forest.jpg. CC BY-SA 3.0 


CLIMATE CHANGE 

Ever since I could think on this level, 

I knew that the planet was a little disheveled. 

I knew what it felt like when' I caught the flu, 

But, I didn’t know what the planet would do. 

What once seemed like decades now feels like days. 
The environmentalist inside me is ready to say, 

“The planet’s in a bad, bad way.” 

For now there is a body of scientific thought 
That’s suggesting that climate change is how we got 
caught. 

The emergency lights flash, and the sirens scream. 
Consequences with unholstered guns 
are surrounding the scene. 

The headlight’s in your face, and there’s no cards to 
play. 

It’s long past time to surrender and say, 

“The planet’s in a bad, bad way.” 

Yet, as the danger continues to draw ever near, 

It is not accompanied by appropriate fear. 

Wisdom grows slower than research and discovery. 
And we all are beholden to the bottom line of the 
company. 

With scientists saying there’s no time for delay, 

And the worst of polluters all lining up saying, 
“Nay.” 

The planet’s in a bad, bad way. 

We can argue all day about scientific principle, 

But, do you really think that the planet is invincible? 
With billions of people generating pollution 
We can’t afford to wait for a government solution. 
Sooner, or later, a generation will pay. 

It’s time for us all to stand together and say, 

“The planet’s in a bad, bad, bad way.” 


Todd Askew 







Dear Ned Ludd 

ECODEFENSE UPDATE PART SIX: 

VEHICLE MODIFICATIONS; WATER AND BIG 
YELLOW MACHINES 

Despite the latest edition being over 20 years old, “Ecodefense: A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching” is still the go-to manual for many 
aspiring saboteurs, so it seems only right that this useful old book get a much overdo update. Over the last year and some change, I have 
attempted to bring this venerated old classic into the modern age with corrections to the Third Edition. Changes I've made include 
corrections to out-of date or inaccurate information along with tips for causing more damage with less risk to you and your comrades. 
[Bold and bracketed] statements are ones Eve added y and strikethrough statement s are ones that are out of date, no longer relevant, or 
just bad advice. Feel free to correct your Third Edition and share with friends. This update concludes "Chapter 5: Vehicles and Heavy 
Equipment, ”updated in previous installments in the Mabon 2016, Yule 2016-17, Eostar 2017, Mabon 2017, and Yule 2017-18 issues 
of the Journal. There were not enough important edits or additions to the “Burning Machinery” or “Water Craft” sections of Chapter 5 
to warrant their inclusion here, and the “Aircraft” section is too sketchy to even mess around with, so I’m leaving those parts out. You can 
read them yourself in any Third Edition of “Ecodefense, ” or online at theanarchistlibrary.org/library/various-authors-ecodefense- 
A-FIELD-GUIDE- TO-MONKEYWRENCHING. 

—Ned Ludd 


from CHAPTER 5, pages 145-157 

VEHICLE MODIFICATIONS FOR 
THE SERIOUS MONKEYWRENCHER 

PART ONE—ELECTRICAL 

Sometimes you just don't want the dome light in your ve¬ 
hicle to come on in the "dark of the night" or those bright 
"tell tail" brake lights to flash as you stop in an out-of-the- 
way spot. The careful monkeywrencher may want to rewire 
her car before committing to a life of ecotage. Locate a wiring 
diagram for your vehicle before you start any modifications, 
and ask for help if you have no electrical knowledge. 

[A few words on the tips below: If a wrencher goes this 
route, they should make sure to do a nice and professional 
job. They should use heat shrink butt connectors with the 
same color and gauge wiring as those already in the vehi¬ 
cle. They should avoid causing an unintended traffic stop 
at the wrong place and time because they cut corners here. 
The methods below work well for older cars and some are 
applicable to newer models as well.] 

Dome Lights 

Dome lights are useful at times for map reading, finding 
the’monkeywrench under the seat, etc. But the damn things 
also come on when the door is opened. To stop this, discon¬ 
nect the door jam switches-either unclip them from their 
housings or cut and tape the wires (make sure no "open" or 


"live" wires can touch ground). Most cars and trucks have a 
light switch with an instrument light dimmer that when ro¬ 
tated all the way up will turn on the dome light—even with 
the door jam switches disconnected. 

When you cut the wire to the dome light, you can add a 
switch instead of taping the ends. That way you can still have 
light when you want it. 

Auxiliary Headlight 

The use of a small "tractor light" as a secondary headlight is 
a good way to navigate after dark at slow to moderate speeds 
without using the headlight switch, which usually runs the 
tail and marker lamps as well. Tractor lights are low intensity 
lights commonly used on farm and construction machinery 
and can be bought at most auto parts stores. 

A hood can be constructed out of almost anything an^ 
should be added to the light (see illustration). A large tin can 
or a small piece of 
sheet metal will work 
well as a hood. Paint 
this shield flat black. 

The hood will stop 
excessive upward 
and sideways glare 
while the lamp is 
in use. [LED lights 
come in many col¬ 
ors and styles. A 
blue light will most 
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closely mimic moonlight from a distance, and there are ver¬ 
sions that have fogged lenses to make them less obvious in 
the daylight as well.] 


Brake Light Lock-out 

Install a switch to lock-out the brake lights. Most brake light 
switches are located on or near the brake pedal. The illustration 
shows a typical switch and how to wire it. Remember not to leave 
the brake lights off if you aren't "on the job." It's a sure pullover 
and ticket (I put a warning light on mine). Also remember that 
all other rear lights will still work-turn signals, emergency flash¬ 
ers, tail lights (see Auxiliary Headlight above), etc. 
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Back-up Lights 

If your vehicle is working properly, every time you put it in 
reverse, the backup lights will come on. It is usually not worth 
the trouble to override this circuit. Each manufacturer incor¬ 
porates this system in a different way. The back-up switch for 
most automatic transmissions is on the lower steering column 
and is usually incorporated with the neutral safety switch. Most 
standard transmissions use a sending unit in the transmission. 
The best way around the whole mess is to wire a new back-up 
light on the vehicle and disconnect the old system (just remove 
the bulbs). I use a couple of tractor lights which I find more 
useful anyway. 

For added security, disconnect the warning buzzers which 
tell you when you have left the key in the ignition or failed to 
fasten your seat belt. 

If you add a switch to this line, you can still use your head¬ 
lights. In most cars all the lights on the back switch from near 
the front of the car so fitting a bank of switches under the dash 
is fairly simple. 

Coil Lock-out System 

There have been times when I've wanted to either feign 
mechanical failure or disable my vehicle. At such times, a coil 
lock-out switch comes in handy. 

[There are several kill switch options available for modern 
vehicles. Most are pretty cheap to buy and easy to install.] 

I put mine inside the driver's compartment in a panel with 
the rest of my "auxiliary switches." With the switch off, the 
engine^will turn over but not start. Be careful not to flood the 
engine (keep your foot off the gas pedal) or run the battery 
down. With the switch on, electricity hits the coil and the en¬ 
gine will start. 


This switch is also handy when you're going to leave the ve¬ 
hicle—for hiking, camping, or "whatever." If the unit is to be 
left for a long period of time, it's wise to disconnect the battery 
and to somehow lock the hood (be creative). The illustration 
should be self-explanatory. 

Remember to solder and insulate all connections. 


COIL LOCK-OUT 
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PART TWO—FUEL SYSTEMS 

Most stock fuel systems are inadequate for the serious 
eco-raider. The first problem is lack of capacity-20 gallons 
doesn't go far in a 3/4 ton truck, so extra tanks are in order. 
You should be able to carry 40 gallons in on-board fuel tanks. 
Most manufacturers have auxiliary fuel tanks as an option; or 
they can be purchased from after-market dealers. 

Jerry cans are more mobile and transferable, but mounting 
and space requirements make too many of them impractical 
and unsafe. However, 3 or 4 five-gallon cans and at least one 
on-board reserve tank would be ideal. If you install two auxil¬ 
iary tanks, mount them on opposite sides of the truck in about 
the same location for balance. Use a brass tee so equal amounts 
of fuel will be drawn from both tanks at the same time. Always 
use locking gas caps for your own protection (there are people 
out there who put contaminants in fuel tanks!). 

Most vehicles have only one mechanical fuel pump and one 
small and usually inaccessible fuel filter. By adding an electric 
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fuel pump and an in-line filter for each tank, you can prevent 
trouble (i.e., plugged filter or bad mechanical pump) when 
you can't afford it (when you have to leave quick or "just 
can't stop now"). See illustration. 

Everything needed to upgrade your fuel system can be 
bought at your friendly auto parts store. It is a good idea to 
mount a small fire extinguisher in the cab of your truck. $20 
is cheap insurance. 

—Happy Hunting , 

Mr. Goodwrench 


Water And Big Yellow Machines 

• Well—here I am again—telling all you environmental 
blowflies how to hurt good yellow machinery. The problem is 
every time one of the tricks I know is printed, it warns all the 
pro-development people about what to look for. 

Like if I say that diesel engines don't like water, then all the 
paranoid diesel engine guys who read this would figure out 
ways to protect their equipment. Well... I guess a lot of ass¬ 
holes wouldn't, so.... [Well shit, modern vehicles now have 
lights to warn when there is water in the fuel... But the oil, 
hydraulics, and transmission are still fair game.] 

[In cold weather, vegetable oil is a good option to add 
to fuel on work trucks or generators. It can be mixed with 
pickling salt (smaller crystals dissolve better without a lot 
of effort) and then might make it past the fuel filter or 
become a solid mass of Crisco in the fuel lines. Unfor¬ 
tunately, there is just too much fuel in heavy equipment 
to make this a practical tip for large equipment or semis, 
which would require 20 or more gallons of oil to be added 
to the fuel to really be effective. However, a saltwater solu¬ 
tion can easily be added to the hydraulic tanks on heavy 
equipment and can potentially cause the most expensive 
damage there.] 

The best way to use water is to get it into the f uel injec t ion 
sy st e m [fluids or air intake system] (see illustration). Most 
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(if not all) diesels have at least one water/fuel separator 
and possibly a warning system so you have to run enough 
water through the system to bypass it. Once the water gets 
to the fuel injection pump, it’s history time for R & R. [A 

wrencher would need a gallon of water in a pickup, or 
20-plus gallons in a semi or piece of large equipment, to 
be effective.] 

A simpler way to use water is to fill the air intake with 
it. Once water sucks into the cylinders (water can't be com¬ 
pressed), it will jam the pistons and the engine can't turn 
over-time for repairs (downtime for repairs, that is!). If the 
engine is running when the water is introduced to the cylin¬ 
ders, it will jam the pistons and bend the connecting rods-a 
lot of work for the poor bastard who has to fix it. 

Another good way to use water is to push the machine off 
a cliff into a lake [note the obvious adverse environmental 
impacts of such an action before casually embarking on a 
bulldozer-sinking expedition]. While I'm at it, let me tell 
ya why I like cement: 

* Mix up a batch of cement in five gallon plastic buckets. 

* Climb up on top of your favorite large piece of destruc¬ 
tion equipment. 

* Have your partner (yes, this is a family activity) hand you 
the buckets. 

* Open the rain flap on the exhaust pipe and pour the ce¬ 
ment in. 

As long as we're on the subject of diesel equipment, re¬ 
member that if the gear lube is drained from a transmission 
or differential, the engine noise will drown out the gear noise. 
By.the time the operator thinks something is wrong—it's too 
late. 

[This concrete tip makes my back hurt just thinking 
about it. There are much better and lighter options, like 
pouring bleach or water in the oil. Besides, concrete is 
better for lockdowns that don’t require hiking 50-pound 
bags up a mountain, mixing on site, and risking your free¬ 
dom for damage that ain't going to cause a lot of down¬ 
time. Exhaust components are typically available next-day 
on most equipment and are fairly easy to replace.] 

— Mr. Goodwrench 

FIELD NOTE 

* Salt water is more effective than ordinary water in causing 
internal rusting. Salt water is also effective in the oil. Don't 
use so much that the oil level rises noticeably. Leave no sign 
of tampering, so that the engine gets run and destroys itself. 
Friday and Saturday nights are good for putting salt water in 
machines, since any spilled water will dry out before Monday 
morning when the workers return. 

* An effective way of introducing water into the air intake 
when the motor is going (maximum damage) might be to put 
it in a balloon.^ 
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News from the Eco-Wars 


Actions in defense of the Earth: Late September through December 2017 


THROUGHOUT SEPT CHILE: ALF AND ELF TAKE 
ACTION AGAINST 
BUTCHERSHOPS, COPS, AND 
THE FOREST INDUSTRY 

Action was taken almost every day in September; locks were 
glued, milk and meat were sabotaged, storefronts were van¬ 
dalized, and flyers were distributed against cops and the forest 
industry and in support of Mapuche prisoners and others who 
are incarcerated. 

SEPT 26 UTAH: ELDERS RISING PROTESTS PR SPRING 
TAR SANDS MINE (pictured) 

The group, supported by activists of all ages, sat in rocking 
chairs outside the mine with banners and sang. “...I am here to 
look straight at the destruction of our land in Utah in the pur¬ 
suit of boom and bust profit from mining tar sands, the dirtiest 
fuel on this planet,” said one participant. 



September 26, Utah: Elders Rising protests tar sands mine. 


0 CT 9 UK: HUNT SABS SAVE FOX FROM ROSS 
HARRIERS MEET HUNT 

After helping the fox escape, one of the saboteurs’ cars was 
pelted with rocks, breaking a window. No one was harmed, and 
after cleaning up the glass, sabs continued to disrupt the hunt. 


EARLY OCT CHILE: ANIMAL LIBERATION AT 

UNIVERSITY OF CHILE'S SCIENCE 
FACILITY 

At least 120 rodents, who had previously been experiment¬ 
ed on, were released. Leaflets left at the scene said, “...we will 
attack any research involving the use of non-human animals 
as experimental subjects, because we aim for the destruction/ 
abolition of all forms of exploitation, including speciesism.” 

OCT 2 AUSTRIA: DEMO AGAINST POWER PLANT 
CONSTRUCTION ON MUR RIVER 

People marched through the streets with a banner reading, 
“Bring down the State, not the trees,” blocked traffic, distribut¬ 
ed leaflets, and set off fireworks. 

OCT 3 UK: WOMAN SPENDS OVER 20 HOURS LOCKED 
TO DIGGER 

The 62-year-old activist locked down to block the construction 
of the HS2 high-speed rail link. The project, estimated to be 
the most expensive railway development in the world, would 
cut through important wildlife habitat. 

OCT 4-5 POLAND: THREE SIMULTANEOUS BLOCKADES 
OF HEAVY EQUIPMENT IN BIALOWIEZA FOREST 

Blockaders persisted even as workers attempted to operate ma¬ 
chinery people were locked to, cut the ropes folks were tied 
together with, and attempted to pull them out of the way. One 
blockade kept a logging road closed for over 34 hours. 


AROUND OCT 10 CANADA: MARINE HARVEST FISH FARM 
OCCUPIED 

Musgamagw Dzawadaenuxw activists occupied another fish 
farm after repeated attempts to block the restocking of farmed 
salmon, who often spread diseases to wildlife and contaminate 
waters. 

OCT 14 UK: BRISTOL HUNT SABS DISRUPT TWO HUNTS 

Sabs were able to distract the hunting hounds with horns and 
other noisemakers at the firs^hunt. When sabs arrived at the 
second hunt with cameras, the hunters packed up their dogs 
and fled. 

OCT 16 PENNSYLVANIA: ONE HUNDRED FIFTY PEOPLE 
BLOCK PIPELINE CONSTRUCTION THROUGH 
NUNS' LAND 

The blockade came after the nuns' repeated attempts to fight 
the pipeline on religious grounds were unsuccessful. Twenty- 
three people were eventually arrested. 

OCT 20 CANADA: MEMBERS OF TSIMSHIAN NATION 
AND ALLIES RAISE TOTEM POLE ON LELU 
ISLAND AFTER FAILURE OF LNG PROJECT 

Petronas first proposed a liquefied natural gas terminal on the 
island in 2015. Even after its defeat in July, the local Port Au¬ 
thority refused to acknowledge the island as Tsimshian land. By 
raising a totem pole, they aimed to show that the land is within 
their territory and that they will defend it. 
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Around October 20, Canada: A message of solidarity from Junexit to 
Bure. 

AROUND OCT 20 CANADA: A MESSAGE OF SOLIDARITY 
FROM JUNEXIT TO BURE (pictured) 

Members of the Junexit River Camp, blocking a Junex horizon¬ 
tal drilling project in Mik’maq territory, held a banner reading, 
“Non Aux Petrolieres Non Au Nucleaire [No To Oil Compa¬ 
nies, No To Nuclear], Junexit <3 Bure.” Plans to bury nuclear 
waste in a landfill in Bure, France have sparked large, militant 
protests recently. 

OCT 21 UK: OCCUPATION OF RIG AT THIRD ENERGY'S 
KIRBY MISPERTON FRACKING SITE 

After the company announced they would soon start fracking 
operations, three people ran onto the site and climbed the rig. 
The occupation lasted less than a day. In a statement, they said, 
“Fracking only benefits a few at the expense of the many. We 
want to inspire others and demonstrate the power we have 
when we take a stand.” 

OCT 23 OREGON: CASCADIA FOREST DEFENDERS 
ERECT ROAD BLOCKADE AT ENTRANCE TO 
TIMBER SALE 

Seneca Jones Timber Company is planning on cutting thou¬ 
sands of acres in the Willamette National Forest as part of the 
“Goose Project.” Forest defenders used slash piles, old cars, and 
a refrigerator to anchor a platform high up in a Douglas fir, 
blocking workers from accessing the site. 

OCT 23 WASHINGTON: ACTIONS AGAINST OVER A 
HUNDRED BANK BRANCHES 

Hundreds of people spread across Seattle to disrupt business at 
103 branches of banks that fund pipelines. The actions ranged 
from letter reading to lockdowns, and were part of Indige- 
nous-led global protest “Divest the Globe.” 


OCT 24 UK: MARCH TO URGE SUPPORT FOR LAND 

DEFENDERS FACING VIOLENCE WORLDWIDE 

The march was led by Candido Mezua, an Embera Wounaan 
activist from Panama, who held a banner reading, “Guardians 
of the Forest: End the Devastation of the Forest and the Killing 
of Forest People.” Many Indigenous activists from Indonesia, 
South America, and elsewhere spoke on the connections between 
environmental protection and human rights, while drawing at¬ 
tention to the hundreds of environmental activists killed in 2016 
and 2017. 

OCT 24 FRANCE: "PEOPLE AGAINST LINKY METERS" 
TORCH TWENTY ENEDIS VEHICLES 

In the communique, the group expressed their opposition to 
the Enedis “smart meter,” which measures energy consumption 
in homes and businesses. Many in France fear that the meters 
are one aspect of an increase in surveillance in people s houses. 

OCT 25 AUSTRALIA: LOCKDOWN TO PREVENT ADAM'S 

NEW RAIL LINE 

Adani hopes to build what would be one of the worlds larg¬ 
est coal mines and a connected rail line dangerously near the 
Great Barrier Reef. After entering the work site, one person 
locked to a front-end loader, another to an excavator, and 
a third to a grader. 

AROUND OCT 26 CHILE: RODENTS AND INSECTS 

LIBERATED FROM UNIVERSITY LAB 

Eighty-two mice and countless worms, beetles, and other in¬ 
sects and rodents were freed. The anonymous communique ex¬ 
pressed sadness that they couldn’t save everyone in the lab, and 
reminded readers that when it comes to these small animals, 
“their cages are just as condemnable as others.” 

OCT 27 UK: LOCKDOWN PREVENTS ACCESS TO 
FRACKING SITE * 

Two people locked together on the road leading to the site. In 
a statement from the Kirby Misperton Protection Camp, they 
said, “As heavy policing negates the possibility of meaningful 
protest on the bridleway or gateway...blockading the approach 
to the contentious fracking site has become necessary.” 

OCT 27 INDIANA: DEER, AGENDA UNKNOWN, WRECKS 
COMPUTER STORE AND FLINGS COP 

The possible Luddite smashed through two glass doors, 
destroyed some tech, forced employees to cower in a locked 
office, and tossed a cop over their back before being restrained. 

OCT 28 ITALY: HUNTING TOWERS AND CAGES 
DESTROYED; BAIT BIRDS LIBERATED 

The anonymous saboteurs spraypainted the message “Hunters, 
shoot yourself” on their way out. 
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OCT 28 CANADA: EIGHT PEOPLE ATTACH THEMSELVES 
TO KINDER MORGAN BOAT 

The kayakers were part of a larger protest against the Trans 
Mountain Pipeline. 

0CT 29 AUSTRALIA: SIX CHICKS LIBERATED 

The chicks were confined to cramped enclosures imprisoning 
thousands of animals, and are now free and safe. 

OCT 30 AUSTRALIA: CONSTRUCTION ON ADAM'S RAIL 
LINE TEMPORARILY STOPPED BY LOCKDOWN 

The action was the second in less than a week to stop construc¬ 
tion. A protester attached himself with a monopod to four con¬ 
struction machines, where he remained until he was removed 
by police ten hours later. 

OCT 30 UK: ROAD TO KIRBY MISPERTON FRACKING 
SITE BLOCKED BY MONOPOD 

Third Energy announced on October 26 that they would begin 
fracking shortly; since then, the Kirby Misperton Protection 
Camp has increased direct actions at the site. 

OCT 30 ITALY: ANTI-FASCISTS AND ANTI-SPECIESTS 
PROTEST AT MILAN COURTHOUSE 

The protesters expressed solidarity with people who are facing 
repression over a 2013 action in which 400 mice and a rabbit 
were liberated from a university in the city. The demonstra¬ 
tion was part of the Global Week of Antispeciesist Actions. 

EARLY NOV AUSTRALIA: FOREST DEFENDERS 
BEGIN BLOCKADE TO PREVENT OLD 
GROWTH LOGGING (pictured) 

Twenty forest defenders established a blockade to prevent 
VicForests’ logging machinery entering an area of old 
growth forest in East Gippsland. A person was suspended 
in a hammock hanging from a timber tripod, blocking ac¬ 
cess to the logging area. 

NOV 1 URUGUAY: BUTCHER SHOP SABOTAGED IN 

• MONTEVIDEO 

Animal defenders glued the locks shut and used explosives to 
destroy the windows. The action was taken against animal ex¬ 
ploitation, and was part of the Global Week of Antispeciesist 
Actions. 

NOV 2 CANADA: WARRIORS REMOVE ANTI-SALMON 

SPAWNING NETS FROM UNCEDED SECWEPEMC 
TERRITORY 

Wild Salmon Warriors removed Kinder Morgans nets, which 
had been illegally disrupting four waterways in Secwepemc Ter¬ 
ritory. The nets were installed without knowledge or consent of 
the Nation, just as the Kinder Morgan pipeline is continuing 
without their consent. 



Early November, Australia: Lockdown to prevent Adani's new rail line. 


NOV 4 GERMANY: THOUSANDS PROTEST GERMAN 
COAL USE AT C0P23 

Over 25,000 people protested in Bonn, where the UN Climate 
Conference is taking place, demanding Germany immediate¬ 
ly phase out its use of coal. Bonn hosted the Conference of 
Parties to the United Nations Convention on Climate Change 
(COP23); demonstrators highlighted the irony that this year’s 
conference is being held 31 miles from Europe’s biggest source 
of C02 emissions: the large open-cast mines near Cologne. 

NOV 6 UK: WOMEN CHAIN THEMSELVES TO TORY HQ 
RAILINGS IN FRACKING PROTEST 

Two women chained themselves to railings outside a Conserva¬ 
tive Party building in protest of Third Energy’s plans to frack in 
the area. They were later joined by other local women outside 
the Pickering branch of Barclays Bank, which owns 97 percent 
of Third Energy. 

N 0V 6 CALIFORNIA: ACTIVISTS PAINT ANTI-PIPELINE 

MURAL OUTSIDE WELLS FARGO 

The Wells Fargo headquarters in San Francisco faced a colorful 
surprise as hundreds of activists descended on the building and 
shut the street down. In the span of about two hours, they 
painted a 35-foot blue and black “thunderbird woman” on the 
asphalt, with “Water is Life!” emblazoned across the top. 

NOV 6 MINNESOTA: CAMP MAKWA ACTIVISTS LOCK 
DOWN TO LINE 3 PIPELINE 

Two activists locked down inside a pipe to interrupt con¬ 
struction of Line 3. They later moved to some construction 
equipment to continue the lockdown, and were subsequently 
arrested. 

AROUND NOV 7 UK: REVENGE IS SWEET—HUNTER 

GORED TO DEATH BY CORNERED DEER 

A hunter died after he was charged by a deer who stabbed him 
with their antlers. The killing came days after French hunt- 
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November 3A Missouri: Water protectors blockade Wells Fargo in 
solidarity with Camp Makwa. 


ers with hounds sparked a national uproar after being filmed 
by anti-hunt activists shooting dead an exhausted stag at close 
range after cornering it in the garden of a house. 

NOV 9 POLAND: LOCKDOWN TO PROTEST LOGGING IN 
BIALOWIEZA FOREST 

Organized by the “Oboz dla Puszczy” (Camp for the Forest), 
the protest included activists locking down inside the Forest 
Management agency building. The protest focused on the con¬ 
tinued logging in the Forest in spite of the legal decision against 
it by the European judiciary. 

NOV 9 UK: HUNT SABOTEUR ATTACKED BY 
MISOGYNIST HUNT SUPPORTER 

The West Midlands Hunt Saboteurs were monitoring the War¬ 
wickshire Hunt when a hunt supporter punched a female sab¬ 
oteur in the face. When asked about their willingness to hit 
women, another hunter replied, “You’re not a woman, you’re 
a monster.” 

NOV 11 INDIANA: NIGHT OWLS DISRUPT STATE FOREST 
TIMBER SALE 

In response to the sale of299 acres of the Yellowwood State For¬ 
est by the Department of Natural Resources, mischief-makers 
painted hundreds of additional trees to match those the DNR 
had marked for removal in two of three tracts on the chopping 
block. This forced the DNR to redo the work of marking those 
tracts, delaying when logging could start. 

NOV 13 GERMANY: SINGING ACTIVISTS INTERRUPT 
US COAL-FOCUSED EVENT AT UN CLIMATE 
CONFERENCE 

Demonstrators interrupted a US government event, protesting 
the Trump administration’s support for coal-fired power plants 


and the president’s intention to pull the United States out of 
the Paris Agreement, an international climate pact. 

NOV 14 MISSOURI: WATER PROTECTORS BLOCKADE 
WELLS FARGO IN SOLIDARITY WITH CAMP 
MAKWA (pictured) 

Five water protectors locked down at the St. Louis Wells Fargo 
to protest the bank’s investment of $743 million in Enbridge, 
the company that is building the Line 3 tar sands pipeline. 

NOV 14 CANADA: PROTESTERS ORDERED OFF 
MIDSUMMER ISLAND FISH FARM 

Protesters from the Musgamagw and Namgis First Nations 
have been occupying a shelter attached to the fish farm since 
early September, demanding that Marine Harvest shut down 
operations in their territories. The court ordered them to va¬ 
cate their camp for 30 days while Marine Harvest’s injunction 
to have them permanently removed is decided on. 

AROUND NOV 14 FINLAND: TRUCKS TORCHED AT DAIRY 
COMPANY 

Four trucks, belonging to Valio, one of the largest dairy 
companies in Finland, were torched in Tampere. The ac¬ 
tion was undertaken in solidarity with all kidnapped be¬ 
ings and those that have suffered from the milk industry. 

NOV 16 CANADA: NOCTURNAL VISIT TO THE HOME OF 
JEAN-YVES LAVOIE, PRESIDENT OF JUNEX 

Accomplices smashed the windows of the president of Junex’s 
cars, slashed the tires, and covered his house in paint. The 
group acted in solidarity with the Mi’kmaq and other water 
and land protectors who are fighting to stop Junex and other 
companies who profit from exploiting the territory of so-called 
Quebec, with projects such as fracking in Gaspesie. 

* 

NOV 17 WASHINGTON: ANTI-FRACKING BLOCKADE 
BUILT ON TRAIN TRACKS 

Activists gathered in downtown Olympia and erected an en¬ 
campment blockading a train full of fracking proppants from 
leaving the port. Police stood by with riot gear but did not 
attempt to dismantle it. 

NOV 21 PENNSYLVANIA: MONOPOD BLOCKS TREE 

CLEARING AND CONSTRUCTION OF MARINER 
EAST 2 PIPELINE 

The monopod—made out of a tree that Energy Transfer Part¬ 
ners cut down in 2016—was set up about 200 feet from the 
encroaching heavy equipment. The monopod was part of a 
new eastern defense for Camp White Pine, a tree village and 
resistance encampment blocking pipeline construction since 
February 2017. 
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NOV 21 AUSTRALIA: PROTESTERS BLOCK 

CONSTRUCTION ON ADANI RAIL LINE 

Six members of the Australian Religious Response to Climate 
Change blocked work on the rail line to protest Adani’s pro¬ 
posed mega-coal mine. Five were arrested and later released 
on summons. 

NOV 21 ARIZONA: PROTEST DISRUPTS SNOWBOWL 
AS SKI AREA OPENS WITH TREATED SEWAGE 
(pictured) 

The ski resort, built on the sacred land of 13 Indigenous Na¬ 
tions, has been opposed since before it was built. With no nat¬ 
ural snowfall for its opening season, the ski resort bought snow 
made from millions of gallons of treated sewage. More than a 
dozen protectors confronted employees and recreationists with 
a “quarantine” action in hazmat suits, with banners, caution 
tape, and chanting “No Desecration for Recreation.” 

NOV 21 FRANCE: ARSON AT LA CASEMATE FABLAB, 
CENTER FOR SCIENTIFIC, TECHNICAL, AND 
INDUSTRIAL CULTURE OF GRENOBLE 

The technology inside La Casemat Fablab was destroyed before 
the entire building was set aflame in an action against the poi¬ 
sonous diffusion of digital culture, of which Casemat is com- 
plicit. The action was also taken in solidarity with incarcerated 
comrades. 

NOV 24 GERMANY: DEMONSTRATION FOR HAMBACH 
FOREST FOLLOWING COLOGNE COURT'S PRO- 
RWE DECISION 

The ongoing court case to stop RWE from cutting one of the 
last remnants of the ancient Forest took place in Cologne, end¬ 
ing with the expected pro-coal verdict. In response, a demon¬ 
stration with banners, signs, and a mobile treehouse formed 
and walked to the Cologne Cathedral and Train Station. Upon 
arriving, supporters made speeches of solidarity, and calls for 
resistance were voiced by Hambi folks. 

AROUND NOV 27 WASHINGTON: BANNER DROP AGAINST 
PIPELINES, PRISONS, AND LNG 

A banner was dropped from an overpass, reading: “NO PIPE¬ 
LINES, NO PRISONS ON NATIVE LAND. #NOL- 
NG253 #BLOCTHEJUVIE #OLYSTAND.” 

NOV 29 WASHINGTON: OLYMPIA BLOCKADE RAIDED BY 
POLICE 

At 5:00 am, the 12-day-encampment blockading the railroad 
tracks into the port was raided by a large police force comprised 
of heavily armed officers from multiple agencies, armored vehi¬ 
cles, and a bomb squad. No arrests were made and no serious 
injuries were sustained as protesters had anticipated their arriv¬ 
al and left camp. 



November 21, Arizona: Protest disrupts Snowbowl as ski area opens 
with treated sewage. 


NOV 29 IOWA: DOG SHOOTS MAN IN HUNTING 
ACCIDENT 

A pheasant hunter was in the Boone River Greenbelt Conser¬ 
vation Board Public blunting Area when a hunting dog stepped 
on a 12-gauge shotgun, causing it to discharge bird shot pellets 
into the mans back. His injuries were non-life threatening, de¬ 
spite the dogs best efforts. 

AROUND NOV 30 OREGON: RAIL SABOTAGE IN 

SOLIDARITY WITH OLYMPIA TRAIN 
BLOCKADE 

A group of anarchists used copper wire to signal a blockage and 
disrupt rail traffic near Medford, Oregon. “Railways are easily 
accessible and everywhere. Sabotage is fun and easy,” they said 
in their communique. 

EARLY DEC CZECH REPUBLIC: DUCKS LIBERATED 

Two ducks were liberated from filthy, inhumane living condi¬ 
tions and are now safe and happy in a new home. Translated 
from the communique: “Plague and cholera to those who keep 
on feeding this. And not to forget, Merry Christmas.” 

EARLY DEC WASHINGTON: RAIL SABOTAGE ALONG 
COLUMBIA RIVER 

In solidarity with Indigenous land defenders, an anonymous 
group stopped the flow of toxic chemicals and oil trains for 
several hours. Carrying out the action took less than an hour, 
about $40 in materials, and little to no risk of being arrested. 

DEC 2 UK: EVICTION ATTEMPT AT OCCUPIED HORSE 
HILL OIL SITE 

Early in the morning, anti-drilling activists awoke to securi¬ 
ty officers removing their equipment and belongings from the 
blockade. People on the ground reported that several activists 
were assaulted by the officers and one was hurt. This was the 
second eviction attempt in 48 hours. 
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□ EC 2 FRANCE: ELECTRICITY TRANSMISSION 

NETWORK OFFICE REDECORATED 

In opposition to the building of industrial turbines and nuclear 
energy, “RTE will be buried in Bure” was painted on the office 
in the dead of night. 

DEC 3 GERMANY: HUNTER DIES AFTER BEING 
ATTACKED BY WILD BOAR 

After firing a shot, the man withdrew into the reeds where he 
came face to face with the boar. He sustained serious injuries, 
and later died at the hospital. The boar’s whereabouts are un¬ 
known. 

DEC 4 UK: LOCKDOWN BLOCKS ENTRANCE TO LEITH 
HILL OIL DRILLING SITE 

Two individuals stopped a delivery to the site while another 
climbed onto the truck. Later that afternoon, the hauling com¬ 
pany withdrew from the contract. 

DEC 4 UTAH: THOUSANDS TAKE TO THE STREETS TO 
DEFEND BEARS EARS MONUMENT (pictured) 

For the second time in three days, activists arrived at the capitol 
to protest the two-million-acre shrinking of the national mon¬ 
ument, which is sacred to the Dine people. 

DEQ 8 MINNESOTA: THREE CATHOLIC WORKERS 
CITED FOR TRESPASS IN ENBRIDGE OFFICE 

Entry was gained into Enbridge’s Duluth office to deliver a citi¬ 
zen’s letter of complaint about the company’s lethal spill history 
and illegal stockpiling of pipes in eleven storage yards. 


DEC 8 INDIANA: BANNER DROP AGAINST COLUMBUS 
MURALS AT UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME 

The banner proclaimed, “This is Potawatomi land! F*ck the 
KKKolumbus murals!” Students from Rising Tide Michiana have 
been organizing against racist murals displayed at the entrance of 
the University’s administrative building. 

AROUND DEC 9 NEW YORK: HUDSON VALLEY EARTH 
FIRST! BEGINS TREESIT 

A treesitter set up directly in the path of the Valley Lateral Pipe¬ 
line right-of-way, blocking further destruction of endangered Bald 
Eagle, Indiana Bat, and Bog Turtle habitat, and stopping a nearly 
completed power plant from being fueled. 

DEC ID FRANCE: SUCCESSFUL STAG HUNT SABOTAGE 

A team of 60 hunt saboteurs from six different countries main¬ 
tained contact with the hunt all day, leaving the hunters in 
disarray. 

DEC 10 GERMANY: FOUR HUNDRED MARCH TO 

SUPPORT THE HAMBACH FOREST OCCUPATION 

The crowd arrived in support of the forest defenders with 
homemade food and warm clothing. After walking through 
the forest, people made speeches on land defense and climate 
and coal justice. 

AROUND DEC 12 VIRGINIA: BANNER DROPPED AT WATER 
CONTROL BOARD MEMBER'S HOUSE 

It read, “Stop Poisoning Our Community: No Atlantic Coast 
Pipeline, No Mountain Valley Pipeline.” The communique ex- 
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pressed support for those fighting LNG export terminals and hold¬ 
ing down forest occupations across the country. 

DEC 13 CANADA: BLOCKADE CAUSES WORK STOPPAGE 
ON ENBRIDGE'S LINE 10 

Thirty people blocked the driveway of S/A Energy before work 
trucks were sent out for the day. No pipeline work occurred for 
eight hours, while activists danced, built a fire, and enjoyed a 
homemade taco buffet. 

DEC 14 WASHINGTON: LOCKDOWN AND TRIPOD 
BLOCKS TACOMA LNG FACILITY 

Three protesters locked down to halt construction in the third 
blockade against the terminal that week. 

DEC 18 NEW YORK: SANTA CLAUS AND HUDSON 

VALLEY EARTH FIRST! SHUT DOWN 
MILLENNIUM PIPELINE OFFICE 

Upon his arrival, Santa put Millennium Pipeline, Competi¬ 
tive Power Ventures, the Valley Lateral Pipeline, and New York 
Governor Andrew Cuomo on the “Naughty List” for their de¬ 
struction of the wild. A letter from the treesitter was read, and 
a bag of coal was delivered to the office. 

ARDUND DEC 19 MEXICO: YAQUI TRIBE DIGS UP GAS 
PIPELINE 

Despite the Yaquis of Loma de Bacum’s refusal to allow the 
pipeline on their land, construction began illegally. In response, 
a 25-foot segment was extracted with a backhoe and left a mile 
away. 

DEC 19 CANADA: INDIGENOUS GRANDMOTHER 
ARRESTED AT WILD SALMON MATRIARCH 
CAMP 

The woman-led, Indigenous occupation is fighting for the end 
of open-net fish farms, which disrupt the local salmon popula¬ 
tion. On the steps of the government office, where the camp was 
established, the 65-year-old was arrested on trespassing charges. 
In an interview, she said, “This property is trespassing on the 
stolen lands of our ancestors. I have permission to be here on the 
unceded territories of my cousins.” 

AROUND DEC 20 CANADA: PERMANENT WINTER 

BLOCKADE BUILT ON ALTON GAS SITE 

A cabin was built by a member of the Eskasoni First Nation, 
who intends to stay for as long as it takes to stop the project. 
The company plans to dissolve underground salt deposits for 
gas storage. 

DEC 21 FRANCE: GREENWASHED DEVELOPMENT 
SABOTAGED 

The luxury housing project, which has been under construction 
for several years, was tagged with “Our ecology, your sabotage.” 



December 25, Arkansas: Diamond Pipeline targeted by Raccoon 
Rebellion. 


The control box of a crane was found snapped off, paint was 
poured over freshly laid concrete, and holes were hammered 
•into signs. 

DEC 23 CANADA: HAIDA NATION BEGINS LOGGING 
BLOCKADE 

The land was auctioned off against the will of the tribal council. 
Around 50 people blocked the road before logging could begin. 

DEC 24 GERMANY: SABOTAGE AGAINST HAMBACH 
OPEN PIT MINE 

The power cables to the coal mine were burnt, cutting off pow¬ 
er to a large portion of the site. 

DEC 25 ARKANSAS: DIAMOND PIPELINE TARGETED BY 
RACCOON REBELLION (pictured) 

A safety lock-out, which prevents access or operation, was placed 
on the main operating valve. The valve remained locked for an 
unknown amount of time. 

ARDUND DEC 26 ENGLAND: TWO PIGS LIBERATED FROM 
FARM 

They were destined for slaughter, but have been given a new 
life. 

ARDUND DEC 28 DENMARK: POLICE DOG TRAINING 
FACILITY AND "OK BENZIN" 

GAS STATIONS SABOTAGED 

The gas company financially sponsored the police facility. From 
the communique: “OK Benzin Gas Stations are a strikingly 
obvious apologist of the devastating oil industry and strong 
supporters of exploitation for the purpose of spreading fear and 
torturous bite marks by forcing and instrumentalising animals 
into docile war machines.” ^ 
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We are moving! 

And we still want you to work 
here at some point. 

And also give us a cargo van: 

An update from the Earth First! Journal. 



Art by Edna Jones. 


We do this silly employment ad every issue, begging you to 

come join the sweaty Journal crew in Florida; hunched over 
computers, knee deep in half-edited reportbacks and fighting 
off rats trying to nibble on our back issues, while building 
beautiful relationships with co-workers and reporting on rad 
environmental actions from all over the world. 

And goddammit, we're doing it again, but it's slightly differ¬ 
ent this time! Things are changing around here. Our two amaz¬ 
ing, long-time longtermers are slowly untangling themselves 
from the Journal to continue their lives outside this office. The 
rest of us are taking on more responsibilities, brainstorming 
ways to grow the project, and getting ready to pick up this 
whole rogue operation and move it across the country. 

That's right, the Journal is moving once again! But before we 
get into the details of that whole can of worms, let's talk about 
what that means for new shorttermers. The Journal wants to 
move (we are still figuring out where—it's looking like South¬ 
ern Oregon, but we'll know for sure soon!) by the fall (of this 
year, or of civilization itself—whichever comes first). That 


means that, between now and then, we are going to be finding 
a moving van, fundraising, putting out a few issues of the mag¬ 
azine, and packing up all our shit,, along with the continuing 
everyday Journal tasks. With so much going on, longtermers 
simply are not going to have the time to show new employ¬ 
ees the ropes and help them have a fun and productive three- 
month stay, as we usually try to do. 

That being said, we are going to try to get this radical rag 
back on track as soon as possible. We should be accepting 
shorttermers again, in some dreamy new location, by the be¬ 
ginning of 2019 at the latest. And if you can't wait to talk to 
us about how you want to work here between now and then, 
shoot us an email, call us, or write to us, and we can figure 
something out that works for you. 

If you are far away and want to help, there are lots of ways to do 
that as well. You could throw a benefit show to help us raise the 
money we need to move. Lend us a vehicle, buy us plastic storage 
bins, or just send us love letters to get us through this hectic time. 

And most of all, you can send us articles! This issue was 
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made so much easier by the huge amount of reportbacks, up¬ 
dates, and analysis sent by radical environmentalists around 
the world. Having so much content makes putting together 
a magazine much easier, faster, and less stressful (do you really 
want to read a whole issue of Veery ranting about cows?), so 
keep them coming! . 

Alright, with that over with, let's talk about moving. “Why 
would you move away from the place that you have spent the 
past nine years telling me is a literal paradise full of punks, 
weird birds, and ripe mangos?” you ask? Good hypothetical 
question, hypothetical loyal reader. 

The Journal has historically moved every five to ten years, 
and we are pushing ten down here in the swamp. To keep the 
project from stagnating, or becoming dominated by the voices 
of a few people or a specific place, we need to keep moving. 
Florida has been a good home for the Journal —there have been 
too many amazing volunteers, inspiring activists, and helpful 
community members in our time here to count—but it's time 
to move on. The past few years, not many shorttermers have 
come through, and it seems important to be somewhere more 
centrally located for people who want to work here and may 
not be able to get to the far southeast corner of the so-called 
US. We also want to be in a place with a rooted radical com¬ 
munity and a history of ecodefense, where we can support the 
movement and in turn be supported. We have a number of oth¬ 
er considerations as well—ideally we would be in a place full 
of magical anarchist treehuggers living in giant, cheap hous¬ 
es between their campaigns and queer dance parties—but we 
know we won't be able to meet every single one, and the most 
important thing is to keep this magazine not only afloat, but 
growing and changing along with the broader EF! movement. 

If you want to tell us what you think of all this or talk 
to us about a way to plug in, let us know at collective^) 

EARTHFIRSTJOURNAL.ORG. ^ 

For the wild, 

The Earth First! Journal Collective 


The Plight of the EF!J 

This poem that was sent to us was inspired by the Earth 
First! Journal moving discussion held at this year's 
Organizers Conference and Winter Rendezvous. 

the Earth First! Journal 
y'all, we are leaving Lake Worth 
we need a new home 

but where next firs tiers!? 
who will take the EF!f. 
contenders, pitch away! 

Salt Lake City: so gay 
sandstone dreams, 1 - 80 —but water 
shakin' rocks at sand 

Areata: better merch 
campaign crashpad, hella weed 
yelling at the co-op 

Albuquerque: cool idea 
but don't know no one 
but we have dreams 

Southern Oregon: 

they REALLY want it, but, like, 

fuck Cascadia 

no decisions made 

cuz first!ers need more meetings 

and lots more money 













IS LOBBYING INEFFECTIVE? FLYERING GETTING OLD? 

ARE YOU TIRED OF OIL-THIRSTY INDUSTRIALISTS 
DESTROYING MORE OR LESS EVERYTHING ON EARTH? 




THE EARTH FIRST! DIRECT ACTION MANUAL 
IS AVAILABLE FROM EARTHFIRSTJOURNAL.ORG! 

tripods . sleep.no oraoons * — 

. LOCKBOXES-^BARRELS ^COMMU^^^o . AND MORE. 


Earth First! 

Direct Action 
Manual 


Third Edition 


DIRECT ACTION! 


proven EFFECT IVEAGAINST: 





















WANTED 


ROOtt TO ROAn 


www.BuffaloFieldCampaign.org 



FOOD NOT BOMBS 



Food Not Bombs groups recover 
and share free vegan and 
vegetarian food with the public 
to protest war, poverty and the 
destruction of the environment. 

There are over 500 autonomous 
Food Not Bombs chapters 
worldwide. To find a group 
in your area, or for tips and 
resources to help you start your 
own, visit foodnotbombs.net 



WE THE PEOPLE 
MUST HELP f 
EACH OTHEPf 


This summer has shown that the effects of climate change are not distant fears, but 
current realities. However, instead of changing course, those in power are stepping up 
efforts to exacerbate the climate chaos. We are resisting these threats to our survival, 
brick by brick, gutted home by gutted home. The historic flooding in Louisiana is 
being called the worst disaster since Hurricane Sandy. Tens of thousands have been 
affected and over a hundred thousand people have applied for disaster assistance. As 
the waters recede and people are able to return to their homes, disaster survivors look 
for accomplices who can assist them in achieving this communal recovery without 
imposing the stigma of charity. Join us as we struggle for climate justice and stand in 
solidarity with disaster impacted communities! 

Email us at 3IuniaL4idDisasterRelief@gmail.com 


Mutual Aid Disaster Relief 




looking for a spot on the ads spread? 
email ads@earthfirstjournal.org 















WE’RE BACK - ORDER #17 TODAY. 
Direct Ac tion.info/m agazine.htm 


LEARN. SUPPORT. SHARE. 




issue 5 is out! 

Black Seed 

a green anarchist journal for today’s world 

blackseed@anarchyplanet.org 
blackseed. anarchyplanet.org 

available at 
littleblackcart.com 



\THE\TRLON I 

CONSPUMCV 



WWW. THeTRLONCONSPIRHCV.COM 






















































Eco-Action Group Directory 

Contact us to suggest groups to add or for help finding active groups in your area. collective(5)earthfirstjournal.org 


Montana/Idaho 

Buffalo Field Campaign 

BUFFALOFIELDCAMPAIGN.ORG 

Seeds of Peace 

SEEDSOFPEACECOLLECTIVE.ORG 

Wild Buffalo Defense 
facebook.com/wildbuffalodefense 


United States 


Rising Tide North America 

RISINGTIDEN0RTHAMERICA.ORG 

Switchboard Trainers Network 

SWITCHB0ARDTRAINERS.ORG 

TWAC [Trans and/or Womens 
Action Camp] 

TWAC.W0RDPRESS.C0M 

Arizona 

Black Mesa Indigenous Support 

SUPP0RTBLACKMESA.0RG 

No Mas Muertes/No More Deaths 

N0M0REDEATHS.0RG 

Arkansas 

Arkansas Rising 

ARKANSASRISING.NET 

California 

Diablo Rising Tide 

DIABL0RISINGTIDE.ORG 

Earth First! Humboldt & Mattole 
Blockade 

C0NTACTEFHUM@GMAIL.C0M 

Santa Barbara Earth First! 

FREEAWARENESS@GMAIL.COM 

[805]708-7817 
Save Our Little Lake Valley 

SAVELIHLELAKEVALLEY.ORG 

Colorado 

Southwest Earth First! 

SOUTHWESTEARTHFIRST.WORDPRESS.COM 

District of Columbia 

Chesapeake Earth First! 

CHESAPEAKEEARTHFIRST@RISEUP.NET 

Florida 

Everglades Earth First! 

EVERGLADESEARTHFIRST.NET 


Eternal Springs Earth First! 

SABALTRAILRESISTANCE.WORDPRESS.COM 

Georgia 

•Chattahoochee Earth First! 

DIRTYSOUTH_EF@RISEUP.NET 

Idaho 

See "Montana/Idaho" 

Indiana 

Glacier's Edge Earth First! 

GLACIERSEDGE@RISEUP.NET 

Also see "Michigan/Indiana" 

Iowa 

Mississippi Stand 

MISSISSIPPISTAND@GMAIL.COM 

Kansas 

Kaw Valley Earth First! 

KVEF.ORG 

Louisiana 

Belly of the Beast Earth First! 

BYOBEF@RISEUP.NET 

Maine 

Stop the East-West Corridor 

STOPTHECORRIDOR.ORG 

Maryland 

Savage Mountain Earth First! 

SAVAGEMOUNTAINEF@RISEUP.NET 

Michigan 

Fen Valley Earth First! 

FENVALLEYEARTHFIRST.WORDPRESS.COM 

Michigan Coalition Against Tar Sands 

MICHIGANCATS.ORG 

Rising Tide Michiana 

RTMICHIANA.ORG 


Wild Idaho Rising Tide 

WILDIDAHORISINGTIDE.ORG 

Nebraska 

“Earth First! Nebraska 

BUFFALOBRUCEl@GMAIL.COM 

New Jersey 

Split Rock Sweetwater Camp 
facebook.com/splitrockprayercamp 

New York/Pennsylvania 

Hudson Valley Earth First! 

HUDSONVALLEYEARTHFIRST.WORDPRESS.COM 

Rising Tide NYC 

RISINGTIDENYC@RISEUP.NET 

Marcellus Shale Earth First! • 

*. 

MARCELLUSSHALEEARTHFIRST.ORG 

Wetlands Activism Collective 

WETLANDS-PRESERVE.ORG 

Northeast 

ACAB (Anti Cis-Hetero-Patriarchy Action 
Brigade] Earth First! 

ACABEF.WORDPRESS.COM 

FANG (Fighting Against Natural Gas] 

FANGTOGETHER.ORG 

North Carolina 

High Country Earth First! 

HIGHCOUNTRYEF.WORDPRESS.COM 

Piedmont Earth First! 

PIEDMONTEF@RISEUP.NET 
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Smoky Mountain Eco-Defense 

SMED.BUCKBLOGS.ORG 

Ohio 

Appalachia Resist! 

APPALACHIARESIST.WORDPRESS.COM 

Oklahoma 

Great Plains Tar Sands Resistance 

GPTARSANDSRESISTANCE.ORG 

Oklahoma/Texas 

Cross Timbers Earth First! 

CROSSTIMBERSEF.COM 

Oregon 

Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project 
[541]385-9167 

BLUEMTNSBIODIVERSITY.WORDPRESS.COM 

Coast Range Forest Watch 

COASTRANGEFORESTWATCH.ORG 

Cascadia Forest Defenders 

FORESTDEFENSENOW.COM 

Northwest Ecosystem Survey Team 

NESTCASCADIA.WORDPRESS.COM 

Portland Rising Tide 

PORTUNDRISINGTIDE.ORG 

Southern Oregon Rising Tide 

SORISINGTIDE.ORG 

Pennsylvania 

See "New York/Pennsylvania" 

Texas 

Tar Sands Blockade 

TARSANDSBLOCKADE.ORG 

Two Rivers Camp 

facebook.com/two-rivers-camp-stop-trans- 

PECOS-PIPELINE 

Utah 

Canyon Country Rising Tide 

CANYONCOUNTRYRISINGTIDE.ORG 

Utah Tar Sands Resistance 

TARSANDSRESIST.ORG 

Vermont 

Green Mountain Earth First! 

GMEF@RISEUP.NET 


Rising Tide Vermont 

RISINGTIDEVERMONT.ORG 

Virginia 

Tidewater Earth First! 

TIDEWATEREARTHFIRST@RISEUP.NET 

Washington 

Seattle Rising Tide 

RISINGTIDESEATTLE@RISEUP.NET 

Tacoma Direct Action 
facebook.com/tacomaoirectaction 

Wisconsin 

Madison Infoshop 

MADISONINFOSHOP@GMAIL.COM 

West Virginia 

Radical Action for Mountains and 
People s Survival 

RAMPSCAMPAIGN.ORG 


International 


Australia 

Front Line Action on Coal 

FRONTLINEACTION.ORG 

Rising Tide Australia 
risingtide.org.au 

Stop Adani Alliance 

STOPAOANI.COM 

Canada 

Klabona Keepers 
facebook.com/klabonakeepers 

Rebel! Rebuild! Rewild! 

REBELREBUILDREWILD.NOBLOGS.ORG 

Tache d'huile 

TACHE-DHUILE.INFO 

Unist'ot'en Camp 

UNISTOTENCAMP.COM 

Vancouver Island Community Forest 
Action Network 

FORESTACTION.WIKIDOT.COM 

Wildlife Defence League 

WILDLIFEDEFENCELEAGUE.ORG 

Clayoquot Action 

CLAYOQUOTACTION.ORG 


Ecuador 

Rising Tide Ecuador 

MAREACRECIENTECUADOR.WORDPRESS.COM 

Finland 

Finland Rising Tide 

HY0KYAALT0.NET 

Stop Fennovoima 

FENN0V0IMA.N0.C0M 

Germany 

Hambach Forest Occupation 
hambachforest.blogsport.de 

Iceland 

Saving Iceland 

SAVINGICEUND.ORG 

Ireland 

Earth First! Eire 

EARTHFIRSTEIRE@RISEUP.NET 

Rossport Solidarity Camp 
struggle.ws/rsc 

Mexico 

Green Revolt Collective 
facebook.com/revueltaverde 

Mexico Rising Tide 

MAREA-CRECIENTE.ORG 

Netherlands 

Earth First! Netherlands 
groenfront.nl/english 

Phillipmes 

Earth First! Philippines 
facebook.com/earthfirst.philippines 

United Kingdom 

Coal Action Network [UK] 
coalaction.org.uk 

Coal Action Scotland 
coalactionscotund.noflag.org.uk 

Earth First! UK 
earthfirst.org.uk 

Earth First! UK Climbers Guild 

CLIMBERSGUILD@EARTHFIRST.ORG.UK 

Rising Tide UK 
risingtide.org.uk 
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SUBSCRIBE OR 
DONATE TO THE 

EARTH FIRST! 
JOURNAL 


There are two easy ways to donate or subscribe: 



• Pay online by credit or debit at earthfirstjournal.org/donate or earthfirstjournal.org/subscriptions 

• Send a check payable to “Earth First! Journal" along with this form to: 

Earth First! Journal 
POB 964 

Lake Worth, FL 33460 


□ $25 

Regular Rate ($22 low income), US 

Name 

□ $32 

Supporter Rate, US 

Address 

□ $50 

Anonymous Envelope, US* 

City/State/Zip 

□ $50 

First Class Envelope, US 

Country 

□ $20 

Donate a Subscription to a Prisoner 

Phone 

□ $50 

Air Mail, Canada or Mexico 

Email 

□ $60 

Air Mail, International 



(US $, no foreign checks) 


□ $100 

Corporate / Law Enforcement 

Check # 

□ $500 

Lifetime Subscription 

Date / / 
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* If you cannot afford an anonymous subscription but feel that receiving the Earth First! Journal at your home or work would 
have negative repercussions, legal or otherwise, please contact us so that we can figure out a price that works for you. 
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"We are Belly of the Beast Earth First!, and we are downstream from everything. We aim to bring 
the energy and tactics of Earth First! to the Gulf South, where oil drawn from beneath the shallow 
waters is processed at cancerous plants on our shores, creating the fuel and fumes that disrupt the 
climate and keep the seas rising all around us. Storms are beautiful, but they keep getting stronger, 
and capitalism leaves the most vulnerable among us to suffer in their wake. Of course, disaster is a 
part of life here, and so is resistance. The Gulf South's swamps and bayous cradled the Indigenous 
uprisings and slave revolts that gave way to civil rights sit-ins and pitched battles against white 
supremacy; its deadly storms and floods have inspired life-changing acts of mutual aid. We are 
inspired by the long legacy of environmental justice and anti-racist organizing in the South, just as 
we are inspired by the land and water itself. The wetlands, rivers, and bays display their own slow and 
salty resistance, refusing to give way to oil spills and the rest of human greed and ignorance. The 
water connects everything here, and water is life, and without life, we would not be parading in the 
streets. Water can also wash it all away." —Belly of the Beast Earth First! 

On April 9, 2018, water protectors from the L'eau est la Vie resistance camp, dressed as crawfish and 
Energy Transfer Partners CEO Kelsey Warren, performed "Crawfish the Musical " while blocking Bayou 
Bridge Pipeline workers from accessing machinery. Photo by Thunder Oak. 
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